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t ves lae last fdl wven |

first heard it nentioned

that the funding for Snapse

mght be cut. | was shocked

a even the suggestion, as uredistic as it then
sounded. As tine wore on and the econony
charged into recession, nyor cuts were comng
fromevery side of the UA | started to becone
nore famliar wththeidea And though | was once
agai n shocked nonths later when | heard of fiddly
that Synapse was to be released exclusively
oling it wvasnt a conplete surprise. It vas the
end of January. Those of usinthe Youth G ficesa
wth the news before presenting it as fact to owr
constiuency. | ves still hddng ot far soe act o

grace that woul d restore funding and nake every-
thingtunoua dl rigt. Qe evening having rec-
oviled wth the fact thet there vas nat the imstitu-

tiod fuding tocotinue aprint faomad the pudi -
cation, letting our readership knowof the change in
publ i cation seened exceptionally urgent. The
Youth G fice conposed a statenent sady staing
the circunst ances and announcing that af ter 20
years of appearing in a hard-copy form Synapse
like nany of the UApudications, woud go out of
print and on to the web exclusively. WAking
hone that nigt | fdt theinpat d it dl. The sad-
ness of hundreds, or even thousands of people
reading our brief nessage seened to al hit ne at
once. | was grunpy al week.

| hed aticipated the outcry that woul d ari se
when fol ks learned of the change in fornat. Wth
a readership of over 15000 people it
seened inevitable that sone contin-
gent would organize to naintan the pudi -
caioninapin fonat. Though we nai nt ai ned
or neutrality as best we codd, the Youth

Gfice vwas still overloaded wth feedback and
request s for advice on howto organi ze around the
lack of funding for Snapse As we have learned in
the Youth G fice, you nast of ten hear frompeopl e
when they are upsd. And nost of ten, peopl e con-
tain the knowedge (and for those fortunate fal ks,
the poner) to sdve the problens that confront
them We wereleft to avise "Dp wat you think
isggrgxiae” It isinsuchafashontha cower -
sations have been spurred, and people al over the
Lhited States and Canada have begun to organ-
iz
YRU is a youth-led oganization full of
brigt, strog ad powerfu pegde | have fath
thet it wil kegpits best inerests in nind and act
accordngy wthin the constraints d its limted
resources. If youh fed it is inperative to have a
har d-copy of Synapse, | trust they wil firdavay to
mkeit so If YRUfeels it is nore inport at far
the noney to go el sewhere to support youth, and
that an on-line pudlication of Smnapse wll be sufif-
cet, | trust that that too wil be a good decision
Wiat is inportant isthat youth have a say in those
Oecisios that af fect themthe nost. This is the
nain tenant of youth enpowernent. Wat fol | ons
in these pages is commentary on Synapses
changing fornat, as well as articles about youth
puting their fath into action (o thene priar to
knowng that funding had been cut). The back
cove still host s a subscription form ve
intend to continue ca | ecting subscriptions
and of fer Synapse to our readers, in weatev-
e fornat, as best ve can.  Thanks to every-

About Synapse.. Hitors: GQontributors: Advertising:
Synapse is a publi - Fobin Scott Lea Annie Abernethy Rates vary depending
cation  of Young Paul a Nett on size and type of
Religious Unitarian _ Jenny Dunnore organi zation.  UUA dfili -
Universalists Wendel | Seitz q "

(YRW) the youth Jacob Larson ate and associate organ-
or gani zation ofy t he YR Program - - | zations are g ven prefer -
Unit ari an Spddist s Katie Wi tworth ence by the editors.
Universalist Uset e Bali A so, no_n-camara—ready
Association. _ or _odd—S|zedads have
Subscription is free. Jen Devi ne Shea Schachaneyer specia rates.
Two i ssues per  Youth Prograns O rector Msh N Adverti sement s shoul d
annum For nore sha K&l | er not be construed as
informati on on sub- ; . endor senents by the
scriptions, see the Mary Benard Neri ssa Gitierrez Youth Gfice, YRWU, or
back cover. Al con- Qpy Hlitor Et han Thr ower the UA  The editors
tributions are con- _ reserve the rigt to
Zhgﬁr@d ant:jas\iﬁet hce)\P Judith Fedani Heat her Val refuse any advertise-
they fit into our Matt Moore ment. — Qontat the Youth
Ofice for specific rates
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Synapse Ges Quit of Rint...

| am an active youth in the
Miss Bay Dstrict and have
been receiving Synapse fa
approxi natel y three years, and
since the first issue | have
been captivated by the creativ-
ity and ideas found between it s
coves. | lovereadngthe arti -
cles and poens and enjoy the
atvwk It s a geat way to
spread inport at retiod infar -
mtiontodl YRUJers who are
interested

| amwiting because | was
recently tad that Smapse nmay
lose fudmng far its pldication
and wll cease to be sent to
youth across our country. This
is a great concern to e
because it is ny hope that dl
upcomng YRJUErs, including
ny younger brother and sister,
wll be dde to gogreciae dl
thet is cotained wthin
Synapse. Widle | underst and
funds are scarce this year, |
feel Synapse should not be
one of the things that are
dfected

| amcurious to know how
nuch noney is needed for the
yearly publication of Synapse
ad if perhaps sone of the
noney that wll be generated
next year by the Mnd the Gp
canpaign could go tovards the
continuation of Synapse soO
that this upcomng i ssue woul d
mt be the last. If thet is mt
one of the intended uses of the
noney from Mnd the Gap,
there are many youth in nany
ddgrid s that wou d be interest -
ed in raising fuds to ensure
that Synapse does not end
NOW. Hease consider the
W despread inportance of
Synapse before you choose to

-

st fudmngit. Thank you very
nuch for your tine.

-BHizabeth Mddeton, North
Andover, M\

Thark you for your letter. To
daify, though Synapse wll o
loger beapin pdicaion it
wll be pidished oline our
readers in Ganada, the Lhited
States and throughout the
vor| d can continue to access it
inthisvay. The yearly budget
to print 2 copes of Smapse
and nai | themto about 15, 000
readers has been $10, 000.
We tend to go over budget as
our readership grons. W add
about 100 people to our nail -
ing list a nonth. Mnrey from
the Mnd the Gap canpa gn
coud possiby be dlocated to
print Synapse. [Decisions on
how to spend this noney wil
be nade by a Long Range
Hanning Cormttee neeting

this year.

Ge, the Youth Qdfice is
great!

Thank you very nuch for tdk-
ing to us about nany great
thngs YRWU has to of fa. It
was great to be able to hear
what evertyhing s about from
real workers fromYRWU. (he
thing that helped our youth
group was learning that we can
nake our own decisions and
ve can t ake a step to change
things that we fed shoud be
df faret. Mst o dl, | thrk
that you guys were able to give
us a better perspective of wat
YRWU can do for us. Mre of
wwll eadetofufill or rdes
as litarian Uiversaists

~

Sncerdy,

Can & the Youth Goup
d Ars Uitaian
Gwrch, Gncinnati, (H

Wow, | dont think w coud
have faked a better letter than
that! | mgad v vwere ade to
help. For those of you wo
have never given the Youth
Ofice a cdl, there ae in fat
real workers here. W\ love
tdkingtofdksinlocd coge-
gations and hel ping fol ks cone
up wth sd utions and ideas for
their loca youth groups
Wudly a leasst oe YRUU
Program Specialist can be
foud in the office on any
weekday between 9am and
5om EST. Gw ws acdl a
617/948.4350, or send us an
enal at yruu@ua org. For
nore infornation see our web-
site at wwv uua. or g/ YR

Just one, please....

We are 2 nenbers of the
Uitarian Uhiversaist Sciety
of San Francisco. W are very
grown up, each past 70
Synapseis apesuefa usto
read because it shows great
wality a work and keeps us
i nforned about what’s happen-
ing Sweaeredly pleasedto
be on yaur list.

Presently we are receiving 2
copies of Synapse. However,
we can share one copy of the
"pont o cotact were infor-
nation and energy are

Thark you for the journd.
We Il be loking for anther
oe thet is, just one copy.

-MIlicent & Jon Ritherford

W e
wer e
S 0
edt -
ed to
know
t he

J
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hey cdice losers... witing u
fromsocd adillinos, ve ae
2 grls wo |ove consensus.

another thing we love is converging i n boston
throughout the year wth our conmttee of
steerers. steering commttee is the execu-
tive body of yrw, we work all year log to
failit ate the business of youth council, and
we cone up wth new project s towrk on that
ve fed wll steer yrwuinthe best drection

this year steering conmttee is very
dedicated to buildng an anti-oppressive
structure far yyuu ve fed that it is essetid
in our goads for Uismand youth work to
nake sure this institutionis successfully com
bating supremacy & privilege and encourag-
ing nolti-cuturalismé& account éality to peo-
pded cda. at each neeting steering conmt -
tee strugges wth how to be nost ef fiaat
and account able to you al in howwe go about
dong this vark.

or nain resposibility is youth coun-
él , the anual neeting of your represent a-
tives, sowe began by | ooking at howto trans-
formit, and cane up wth so nuch stuf f... ve
vwont bather you wth things that arent ree-
vat toyou, but be swetotdktoyor youth
counci | represent ative aou it o ter august.
next year your ycr wll be ready to hel p inpl e-
nent nore a-r progranming and vi sioning for
yar dgrid.

aso, we have a big anti-raci smpl an
fao ar vook & dl leds o yrw thet ths sc
dfintdy wll not beddetofinshbecaseit s
so chock full. we are beginning though and
ve hope you wil look up or list ad get
inspired fighting oporession in or soci eties
and our organi zations is aninperative and we
hope that everyone will begin to | ook beyond
her /his idea of yruu and see were superior -
ity fimb its pace. wo attends your dstrict
event s? wat is the generd cutue o your
district? wo are the |eaders? where does
noney and programmng focus? begin to ask
questions like this, and try to answer them
\ using your anti oppressive lens. wat do

Steering Commttee

Speaks

your answers assune, and who are they
account abl e t0? becone avare of your role in
an oppressive systemand how you can use
that to figt ogpression. for exanple i ama
wonan and i contat sexism by not letting
nyself be silenced, or i amwite so i contat
racismby resisting privilege. a so be anare of
your friends roles and howyou can be alies
to each ather.

yruu focuses on fostering |eadership
anong the narginalized age range, and
youth leaders shoud aso be working to
enpover other narginalized groups. strug-
de peter tosh says everyoe is figting to
reech the top, bu howfar is it fromthe ba -
to®? it isdl o or resposiblity as yruw to
nake sure there is no bottom no top, and no
figt- that ve ae trdy equd ad ve ae dl
| eadi ng the conmunity.

if you are inerested in learnng nare
about anti-raci smand howwe can bring it into
yrw, doit be arad to gve a cdl to the
steering conmittee or youth council nenier
nearest you (or farthest if u dont mnd the
fees). and here s an gpportunity: chris weber,
yor position on appraisal, is wrking on
creating nore resources and finding realy
cool workshops about ati-racism if your
youth group is interested intrying out sone a
rcuricdaand evd uatingit, o you have i deas
for activities o resources, cot adt dris.

a ths pant, ati-radsmis just a the
cotinentd led o yyw, adtha initsf is
pretty ditist. we need hdp in spread ng the
novenent, and woul d |ike you to be our but -
ter knife. if you have ideas or conment s about
how you bel i eve we shoul d steer yruu, pl ease
let us know. to get intouch wth steerinng com
mttee or youth counci |, catact the youth
d ficed yruu@ua. org o 617/948. 4350. Any
of us woud love tochat wth you about whet -
ever you want. we are here as resources for
you, and you are a so a usefu resource for j
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| was given the opportu-
ntytotrad tolndaas ae o
the WJ represent a&ives in a
nol ti-fath youg addt prgect,
aned a denonstrating inter-
faith harnony and assisting in
the rebuil ding of a nosque and
a teple The northwestern
saed Qaa liesonthe bor -
Or of Rkistan ad is a place
where, for the nost pat,
Hndus, Msling, Jains, and
Sndhis coexist in peace. Qr
teamconsi sted of QGristians of
al cdous, Msling, Hndus,
Buddhi st s, Arst Ntion, B,
ahests, agwostics, Uit aiams,
and LhitarianrUiversaists |
renenfber eating and praying
together and each sharing our
df ferent faths ad cutues. |
remenber hauling cenent
together and sharing that
sweet refuge in the shade
when our bodies had given all
they codd gve  The goal of
or prgect vas not only to tear
don a wall and pour a foun-
dtion, but d&so to creste an
interfaith comunity by tearing
down our preconceptions and
bui Iding bridges between our
df ferences wth mitual respect
ad td erance.

Hearing about the vio-
lence that has recently
engufed the stae of Gjara
has filled ne wth sadness and
concern for ny friends wo live
inthat regon Seeng the TV
inages of burnt out houses
and stores and hearing about
i nnocent peopl e bei ng t ar get ed
ad killed becasse of their rdi -
gon seens irreconcilable wth
ny nenories from Qyarat.
But now, onthe stregt s were |

-

val ked -the very sane ones-
peopl e are conmtting
unspeakabl e acts of hatred
towards one another. The rd e
of the young adult project
seens that nuch nore des-
perate now A tines | wasn't
redly swe wa interfath
neat, but no loger wil | t ake
such a blessed thing for grant -
ed The community we creat -
ed if aly tenqporaily, is a

The god of our
pro ect was not
only to tear down
awal and pour a
foundation, but
asotocreate an
interfaith conmuni -
ty by tearing down
our preconcep-
tions ad build ng
bri dges between
ar df ferences
wth nut ual
respect and

nodel for tolerance, conpas-
sion, and hope. W  hear
about far too nany need ess
deaths around the world, and
dter avile afrigtenng phe-
nonenon occurs: they begin to
just be nunbers. Hw can a
nunber convey the loss of a
braher o sister, a best fried
or husband, a real person wth
hopes and joys and sadness
as real as awoe edse€s? |

weep for those who have been\
killed ther famlies, ad thar
killes dl red ppde As red
as you o ne. Ate bamngin
Qjarat, and visiting ther
hones, and sharing |aughter
wth them | amboth relieved
and frightened that never
aginwll | beadehdeinthe
nunber s gane when i nnocent
lives are lost o threstened

It is easy to condenm
the sate of Gjarat and be
thenkfd thet ve liveina"dwv -
lized" place were such atroci -
ties don't occwr. B as hari -
be as ths videxre is, Indan
society is the oly pdace I've
been that | would describe as
trdy intefath It is a coutry
were every facet of life has
rdigous sigificace adliving
is an at o dvaion In a
country plagued by desperate
poverty, houses of worship are
large and splendid and al ways
den Though there were dis-
agreenent s wthin our goup,
we found common ground in
the saying, "Gd is one." W
dl hed adffeet nae for it,
bu that spirit of | ove ad good-
ness, wich is a the heart o
evay rdigon, cdled on us to
cherish one another. Qr iner -
faith was created not by nelt -
ing dl ar faths together ino
one honogenous goo, but
rather by living out the highest
val ues espoused in each tradi -
tion and finding the nessage
vas sinlar.

Wile | shft between
hope and sorrow, ny experi-
ence in Inda has taught the
richness of interfath and how
frgleit trdyis

Jacob Larsen is a radica
YRUker from Toronto, N
His dso one of the curent
youth observers to the UAJ
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In the basenent of the UA ther is a secret
cenart roomwth afilingcabnet. It isful o

nmugbooks, Youth Caucus Agendas and
incrinmnating photcs. Wat folows is a
Worship Service lead by Liberal Rligous
Youth, the predecessor to YRUJ, at ConCon
1974. The thene was "Boonerang, Hanting
the Seeds of Social (hange.”

——

Stting ou side under the pavilion tw hun-
dred LRYers each hold a cand e. The reader
lhddsacadetha islit

Fonmthe snall ligt of this can-
de wWichisnylife | cansee
wthin nyself. | see joy ad

exci t enent . | see good
intetion. | see ba ance ad
novenent. | al so see how

ny mnd has been shaped
by forces | do nat fuly under -
¢ and, to be sonething | do not
vant to be.

In schod | have | earned
to disregard ny feelings and
adey therdes. The dternative vas to
be punished and if | persisted | wou d have
been locked up. A hone | have learned to
hide anay ny sexuality. | have learned to nat
express anger. | have learred that | nost
vat till I'moder aways vaiting and yet
| seewhen| amad der things are just as bad.

wdl, | hae pan and | have anger.
Ad | hereby declare ny intention to
unl earn every goddanm trait that linnt s ne:
the feding of poverlessness, the not t ak-
ing nysel f and ny feelings seriously, the com
petitiveness that shows itsdf wen | interrust
soneone or don't listen to soneone but
instead formiate wat I’'mgaing to say in a
conver sat i on.

Fomthe snall ligt of this cad e, whch
is ny experience, | see thelints inposed on
ne fromout side. | seelaws naking it a crine
tojust val k anay fromschod . | see that soon

\ | wll be forced into working for soneone

esesprafit, inasituation were they nake the
decisions about if | can work, vhen | can work,
and what conditions | work under. They give
the choi ce between nany dif feret jdos-- df -
ferent versions of the sane situation; and they
cdl that freedom | seethat as anindvidd |
have little poner to nake social change.

Fomthe snall light of this cand e, wich
is ny uderstandng, | see the rdaioshp
betveen these external and internal limts |
seethat it isusefu to enpl oyers to have work-
ers wio are obedient and don't get angry,
which | have learned at schod and a hone. |

see that soneone is naking a huge

profit a ny expese, a dl oo

expense. Ad | see that | am

bribed wth snall privileges

sothat | don't stepout of ny

place. Baing madd e class,

I'made to get a better jab

than a person who hasn't

been taught to speak as

aticdatdy as|. Bingnale

I’mable to val k down the street

wthout fear of being raped,

ad | can narry if | wsh to

cone hone to a clean house, or

| eantalk nore than nost wonen in

serious conversation, because | have been

taught to domnate and be the center, wile

wonen have been tagt totake care of ny

ego. Being white and heterosexual, | can be

rdaivdy wthou fexr o the pdice | can
hitchhike. | can go just about aywhere.

Adit is tenpting to settle for these ad

other privileges, 'cause socia change
seens so far away.

Fomthe snall ligt of this cand e, which
is uderst anding of the wid e, | see howrace,
sex, class, and age have been used to divide
us, gving snall privileges to one haf so thet
the aher Mf figt swththefirst hf toget the
privileges, ad the first Hf figts to defend
them That way no one is strong or united
enough to challenge the people who control
the vedth ad instituios o this coutry:
Rockefel ler, the banks, the corporations, a
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(" tendfiu of rich wite nen | see howthey
expot peope dl over the verld for their om
prafit. Reode ae starving and yet on their
land instead of proteinthey are forced to grow
oo fee and sugar for the Lhited States.

| see thet settling far aless haride jdo
than your neighbor, or naking denocracy in
schods and a work in Awerica wile still
expating peopde al over thevwrld that these
aemsduios. Adhgeit is it isalep
from the consciousness of "I" to the con-
sciousness of "VE" PRersonal sol utions have
never worked, they have never gotten rid of
pan a best they dil it. And that’s wy we
nust plant the seeds of socia change.

Fomthe snall light of this cand e, which
is ny struggle, | see that change nust cone
both wthin our heads and out side in our socid
structure. | see the handful of peop e naki ng
apdit df ar pan and | see how organi zed
and poverfu they are. | see ve are dvided. |
aso see that they wil na vdut aily gve wp
cotrd: that isalessond hstay. And so we
must learn to cooperate wth each other
tovards a conmon goal of contro of our lives.
Thet is not a short o easy process -yet it is
essential. |t doesn't nean snoothing over dis-
agreenents ad df fering needs or vants It
neans learning to dea wth these dif ferences
constructively, inaway that keeps us comnmit -
ted and connected to each other. It neans
saying what we vant and trusting that if we are
seei ng oursel ves as a group ve wll indvidua -
ly, as vell as as a group, get a high percen -
age of what we vant. It neans not copping to
pernanent individual solutions which |eave
sonebody on the bottomstill. It neans striv-
ing to nake the process reflect the gad. It
nay nean at tines working sepaady bu
connected, and at other tines working wthin
the sane group. It neans studyi ng together
the rods of owr prodlens and figuwing out
together wet the next steptodowll be And
it neans doing it and learning fromour ms-
takes -through self-criticism a ong the vay.

Let, then, the strugge o resist ance
beg n Against exploitation, conpetition,
schod, the corporate gat; let us be getle
wth each other in working towards changes in
our own heads.

Let us be together and strong. This
flane is the buning of ny sod. It is ny pan
and ny struggle, it is ny pover. Aage it
\ nears little Lt it sreedlike aprariefire

Sy Yes
By Katie Wiitworth

Wen the tree falls
and the wood splinters
when the buil di ng expl odes
and the dust settles
when | craw across the floor on ny knees
beggi ng, for another chance
to clinb the | adder
not know ng
whether or not it wll break fromthe wel ght
oh, when they conduct an inspection
to see wo is perfect
and | don't quite pass
wll you still be there?
when they break down the door and | don't cry
out
the ligts go dark, and I don't know where to

go
when we find out that everything we knowis a
pack of lies
wll you believe?
then, when the ni ght cones
dark and col d
and there's something inthe air
that isnt quterigt
wll you nat fear?
wen | take off al ny clothes
and there is nothing there but ny naked body
wll you not | ook awnay?
Sy yes, please, because | want you to stay
util the norning at | east
and when the norning |ight shines on your
face
'l seeyou for dl that you are nat
and | ove you for what you are
when we see it’s another day
and we vant it to be right
nei ther of us can be di sappoi nted
when we learn that nany things are wong
even we are wong
and no place is perfect
so we forget
and find a way to laugh
even when we know there are certain things
we can not be free of
vwve wll beokif wecanjust forget for a
noment
just don't be surprised when
t onorrow we wake up
feding alittle nore a ease
because we are no | onger confused
suddenly it is clear
ve have to try
it iswveydffiadt
but things wll get better
but then we have to wonder, is this vhat we
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Astunning backdrop of water -

codor skies, Mx-fidd Rarish
blues ad pink clouds. The noun-
tans stoodtal and brown against the
sky. Asnmall town sat nestled between the sur -
rounding nountains. Inahbuldnginthe tom a
nan stood expect atly infrot of agopd 20
sone youth and adult s awnaiting an answer that
does not cone. The question had struck us all
dunf.

For a rantunctious group of W youth we
were miraculously quiet. Lyle wanted the
ansvwer that none of us were yet prepared to
gve Asweet grl naned Hlie had raised her
hand and answered his previous question the
vay any of us inthe roomwou d have: "l vant to
help the people of CGew Fort

A A ayground in Oew Port

by Heat her Robb

thensel ves. W are helping thembuild a com
nuni ty, because wthout conmunity the worldis
nothing "

M hour-long bus ride through the irrigated
Oesert, our destination -GewRoxt, our first day
mthesite A that pant ve had yet to be dsil -
lusioned of our benevd ent, superhero self-
inage. Tremgjarity o us still bdieved fuly thet
vwe were on a nobl e nmission to save the pover -
ty-stricken frantheir dre strats. Qr trite md-
de-class preconceptions of "poverty" were

tuned on their heads on that first

because they are less fortuiate  The najority of @ inCewPot. _ _

than ne. | vant to learn about a rﬁj .y We ldt not qute knowng
new cul ture and share ny experi - us Stl tEIleved wat to think -the area dd naot
ences Wth ny community at fu |y that ve appear the way nany of us had

hone." In retrospect, | don't see
how a staenent like this coud
have recei ved t he approvi ng nods
and muittered agreenent that it

were on a nobl e
m ssi on to save

pcued it vadd The nost com
non reaction: "They didn't seem
dl tha por." Roor, inthis case
ves areaive teem A thet pant

ddfromnysel f and the rest of the t he poverty- our definitions of "poor” cane from
yauth i ck f things vwe had only read about or

Lyl e snl ed knowingly at her stricken Trom had seen on TV. V‘éexpected, I
response. "Arignt Hlie and how their dre suppose, a scene not unli ke those

do you think that answer woul d
sound to the people of Gew Fort?' And sud-
denly Hli€s aswer ddit sound so sweet -it
sounded condescending, ignorant and disre-
spect fu. The rest of us were speechl ess, know-
ing we al wuld have answered the vay Hlie
had. W sa sleatly, searching desperatey for
an answer that didn't sound so paronizng
"Thrk of it this vay,”" Lle d fered, "W are not
saving poor, destitute people who cannot save

hear t w enchi ng tel evision
infonercials that portray snall communities of
nakeshi ft shelters nade of cardboard and dirty
sheet s -where peagd e, half staving dirk ot o
dirty puddes and doe-eyed children stare
blankly a the screenn. W found a conmunity
that did not neet those expect aias. The hous-
es were not beautiful, but they vere sturdy. The
children vere not starving, but energetic and
enthusiastic, aways eager to help. There may
have been dirty pudd es but they were hidden in
the shadows of the lush, lovely gardens that
flowished in every yard. It vas nat the kind of
poverty we had seen on TV.

The poverty in Gew Fort was not easy. It
ddnat throwitsdf inyor face ad sdicit yor
i medi ate synpathy. It was nuch nore subtl e,
naking itself known in ways that weren't a ways
easy tosee a first gance. Looking a one of the
houses in Gew Port, you would never have
knonn that the famly living inside had been
wthout water for tw days -you would never
have knomn that itsinedtats, young and ol d,
rose fromthe places they slept, in beds or on

J
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[ the flooxr, not knowng whether they would
have a job that day -you woul d not have known
that the children inside had vatched their father
oet arrested and t aken avay by immaigration, not
know ng whet her they woul d ever see himagai n
-you woul d not have known that the people in the
houses woke up every day in fear of their ne gh-
bors and a | the people around them

By sinply looking at Gew Fort you woul d
never have known of the panfd codtias in
wichits inddtats lived every day. So nuch
vas hiding behind the facade of their pretty wiite
fences, sturdy roofs and co orfu floner beds.

The days passed hot and dry and on we worked.
RiIling, sawng, reating, ggowngand buildng Bt
by bit the playground grew. it s progress seened
to nanifest the unseen gronth that was occur -
ringon every leve. The nonkey bars took shape
one day and that evening, a afiesta we attend-
ed, | spoke Spanish wth a Mxi can wonan as
she taught ne howto fry real taco shells from
tortillas. | watched ny peers laugh, smle, dance
and play wth the children for whomthey vere
building the playground and next thing | knew,
the swng set was up and running. It’s anazing
how qui ckl y things can happen when peopl e truly
care about what they are doing and the goal they
are worki ng towards.

The work canp was a val uabl e experience on so
nany levels for every sing e person invoved. |
knowthat the lives of the peope living in Gew
Port wll inprove because of the pl ayground we
hilt. Ad, as | sad before, | amnot gving our
gopful credt for that progress, but | do beieve
that our presence hel ped junps art it. For those
of us wo volunteered, this experience was a
remnder of how nuch goes on wthout our
knowng It reinforced the fact that we lead
extrenely sheltered lives and that, unless we
nake the ef fort to breek ot of oo shdls ad
learn viet trudy goes oninthe vrld, ve wil live
forever in our conpl acent ignorance.

GewPRort and other comunities likeit are
overl ooked by the government and society
because the consensus seens to be that it is
essier tosinply igwore situations ve | abe irrevo-
cably doomed. M experience in Washington
nade ne see that any effort, no natter how
sdl o lag isdgificat inits own way. You
don't have to reverse the ef fed s of gl obal varm
ing o settle the dsputes in the Mdde Esst to
\ have a positive inpact on the varld Lttle

g

T - .;w;?afﬁi}'nv.
steps tovards a big goal are the best vay to get
vwhere you' re going -patience and perseverance
aewa wll dtinstdy get you there.

Mrgaret Mad said, "Never doubt that a
snal | group of thought ful, coomtted citizens can
change the vorld; indeed, it’s the only thing thet
ever has." W& were not superheroes in Gew
Port -we did not swoop in and right every wong
in the coomnity. W nay have been the cat a-
lyd s of the situation, but we are nat the ones wo
wll utinately nake Gew Rt a better place
That will be done by the very people wo live
thee They have the wll and the desire, our
pl ayground nerel y gave thema venue.

B/ the exd of our first day in GewRoxt, |
vas convinced that the people living there are
just as eager to help thensel ves as we were to
help them That was probably the nest signifi -

Check out sone anmazi ng fiction
by YRUkr Hizabeth Anderson
fromAstin Texas. See her story

PN

L.

The M dway House on her web-
dted
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General Assenbl y Yout h Caucus

June 20t h-24th, 2002 Quebec Gty,

Hequently Asked Questions

Wiat is General Assenbl y?

General Assemly is the annual neeting of the Lhit arian
Uiversdist Association Its progranming i ncl udes open
busi ness neetings in which del egates speak and vote,
(this is cdled Henary); workshops that any reg stered
attendee nay attend; worship services scattered
throughout the days and nights, alarge edibit k| wth
di spl ays fromcongregati ons, departnents of the UA
and other W or Wirelated organi zations; and tons of
oher great everts, neetings and fun prograns! Around
4,000 Wchildren, youth and adults gather at GA and
take the city over for a week. Wile GAhas a conti ngent
o youih it isnat ayoih con

Wat is Youth GCaucus at General Assenbl y?
Youth Gaucus is the blanket termfor al youth program

mng that happens at General Assenbl y. Yout h Caucus
isagou of Wyouth, ages 14-20, that patidpaesin
regular General Assenbly programming and hol ds pro-
granmang speci fical ly for youth, including daily neetings
to dscuss ad t ake part in QA business. Al youh are
wel conet 0 patidpaein Youth Caucus.

Wiat about housi ng? And roonmat es?
This year at GAthe youth of fice wll nat be arganizing

housing or roommates for nenbers of youth caucus.
We are encouraging youth and their sponsors to stayin
the Youth Hostel in Quebec Gty, bu they canstay inany
had inthedty. Thereis infornation about hotels on the
GA web page, check out ww uwaogg Youth and
their sponsors are aso required to stay in the sane
housi ng during GA this does not nean the sane room
(but it coud it neans the sane build ng.

Wio supervi ses the yout h?
Each youth under 18 who attends GA nust have an

adult sponsor, also preset a G wo is utinady
responsi bl e for supervision and ensuring the wel | -being
of the youth. Peopl e age 25 and over nay sponsor up to
three youth, wth womthey are responsible for check-
inginfrequently and providing support.  Yout h sponsors
aetostay inthe sane hostel /hotel as the youth they are
sponsaring. Youth Gaucus stdf is resposibe far yauth
progranming and support at GY but not supervision.
However, Youth Gaucus stdf, in cojuxction wth the
Energy Gormittee does t ake action regard ng vid ati ons
of the @de of BEhics, wich nay resut in the youth
being asked to leave Youth Caucus, or General
Assenl y at hi s/ her own expense. In such an event, the
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sponsor is responsible for getting the youth hone saf e-
y.

How rmuch does General Assenbly cost?
There are a nunber of costs associated wth General

Assenbl y. Youth Registration is $130 U5 (if rece ved
before My 1st). The Youth CQaucus fee is $25 LB
Travel and food are up to each individud patidpat,
al though food can usually be found for under $15 LB a
day (although we budget $32 U5 a day for stdf nem
kers.)

What is a youth sponsor? For what are sponsors

responsi bl e?
A youth's sponsor serves as his/her legd guardian for

the duration of Gera Assenbly. She nay be a pa-

et, rddive mnster, youth advisor, religous educatar,

o awxther person trusted by the youh's ful legd

guard an(s). Youth are resposible for finding their omn

sponsors. Sponsors nay sponsor up to three youth at

General Assenbly. The roe of a sponsor at General

fesently is the fdlowng

1) Rovide supervision for the youth s/he is sponsoring

a Grera Assenbly.

2) Met daily (mininum wth the youth for whoms/he

isrespasibe

3 Atend Youth Gaucus Qientation and required spon-

sa tranmg

4) Be available in case of nedical energency as | ega
guar di an.

5 Be available to provide housing for youth in case the
youth for whoms/he is responsible is asked to
| eave youth housi ng.

6 Stay inthe sane hotel as the youth for whoms/ he

isresposibe

7) Be supportive and encouraging of full youth patidpa-

tioninthe geater Grerd Assenbly community.

Wit if | have nore questions? Were can |
nor e i nfornation?

For ansvers to dl of or Fequently Asked Questions,
check out our website at wwv uua. org/ YRUU and/ or the
General Assenbly Gifice website at wwuaago If
you still have questios, emwmil the Youth Ofice &
yruu@ua. org or the GAQficed gadf fice@ua.org Al
GAyouhregstrat s receive a cofirnation letter and a
Youth Caucus prepacket upon receipt of dl the forns
(@ter My 1st). The prepacket explains Youth Caucus
futher, oulines the event s and activities that are hap-

get
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| amso gad that you are interested in Gerd
Assently this year. Youth programming i s goi ng
to be amazing and we are hoping that Youth
Gaucus wll continue to nake a big inpact onthe
business of the Llhitarian UWiversaist
fssaciaion Thisyear YouhGuosisalittledf -
ferent, but change is exciting. Read on and every-
thing wll be exda ned

1 Frst off if you are between 14 & 17
you nust register for Youth Caucus.  Youth
Caucus, however, is open to everyone between
14 and 20.

2 If you plan on comng to Genera
Assently you need to fill out a regstration fam
wth the Gnerad Assenbly Gfiee There is a
sepaae famto fill at fa Youth Gawcus. The
Youh Gucus fomis availade online in a print -
ade versionad asoinaversion you can fill ou
online. Hease send the Gneral Assenbly regis-
tration foomto the A d fiem The Youth Caucus
forns shoud be sent to the Youh o fice If yau
register online, you can pay the General
Assenbl y Registration Fee and Youth Caucus
wth a credit card, other wse you can send one
check for $155 U5 to the GAd fie

3 Hwto fill ot the Youth Caucus
form The Youth Gaucus form consists of sec-
tios were you wll need to list your vitd irfa -
nation, such as your nane, address and so on, it
isredly stragt favad The formal so has sev-
era sections were youth, parent s/guard ans,
and sponsor signatures are required. Al siga-
tuelines areinbddtype to nake themeasier to
fird

3. de of Bhics and Rlles. A Youth
Caucus neners nust sign the statenent signi -
fying agreenent to the behaviora guidelines of
the @de of Bhics. Thetext of the Gde of Bhics
is located on the next page; again, please read
the Gde of Bhics thoroughly and carefully, ad
under st and what you are signing. W& encour age
parent s/guardi ans, youth, and sponsors to dis-
cuss this de of BEhics wth each other.

4 Youth Caucus Schol arshi ps This sec-
tion is fa youh wo ae gpying fo Youth
CGaucus Schol arshi ps. If ywaema, skipit. If yau
ae gplying fo a Youth Gaucus Schol arship,
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InstructionSon FAlling aut these
forns please check of f the box Sigifying thet you
aegpying adinclude aletter of need wth

your farns. The early deadline for applications
to be accepted is My 15th. The letter nust
$ate wiy you vant to go to General Assenbly
and describe your financia situation, includng
describing possible other sources of funding to
get you to Genera Assenbly. If youare gdying
to be a vdunteer a& Gnerd Assenbly or are
applying for a del egat e scha arship, pl ease check
the appropriate boxes. If you are awarded a
scho arship, we do not credit your account wth
your reward. W send you a check for the anount
you are awarded and expect that you wll send us
a check for the ful bd ace

5 Parent/Qiardian Consent and
Mdical Release form Al nenbers of Youth
Gaucus nust fill out this form regard ess of
wether you are over 18 or not. If you are over 18
you don't need a parent or sponsor signature, but
ve still need the nedica rel ease infornation.

Youth Gfice Intern Apply

Today

@ling dl high schoders, cdlege studert s, ad

un-school ers, any YRU age per son!
Logi sti cs:
The internship is three nonths, approxi nately 10-12 hours a
veek, and includes a stipend of $1000. The intern nust a so
have living arrangenent s in the Bxston area Internship
dart dateis negotiabl e upon hire. Hease send in a resune,
2 references (wWth phone nunbers), and a letter of intent.
Qulities Desired:.
Youth group experience, |eadership experience (in YRW or
oher venus), o fice experience and conputer know ho
(web-design abilities are very desirab €)
A good sense of hunor and the ability to work wth others.
Requi renent s
The youth of ficeinerst ake ont asks of their oan choosing,
such as aresource or personad prgect foo YRU  The Youth
Oficehas qiteafewprgect sthat we codduseinterns help
on. Sone of the prgects are as fd |l ove:

Resour ce revision and creation

Social action conference resour ce

Aticdaing or fath

Social justice and anti-oppressi on resources

Yout h group handbook

Resources on the Deadine is June 1st.
I nternshi ps wil e
announced June 5th. If you
aewllingtotake an unpad
inernship please include
thet inyour gicaion
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4 Gode of

E h (B: (all youth and sponsors nust

| amattending the 2002 General Assenbl y i n Quebec

Gty, Quebec Ganada. | underst and ny behavior wil
d fed the Youth Caucus community. Wile attend ng
GA

| wdl:

LAt invays that encourage the well being, safety,
and best interest s of the youth and al those attend ng
GA

2Fdlow the YRU Policy on Sexuality and
Gonmunity (see next col omm).

3. Respect ny roommates, the larger GA community,
and those inthe hatd and the city wo are nat pat d
the GAcomunity.

4 Fdlowthe lavs of the city, province and country.

| under st and:

5 The UUA Youth Ofice does not provide adut
supervi sion for those under 18 during the week of GA
and therefore | will work out a systemof communi ca-
tion wth ny sponsor during the week of GAthd is
notual |y sati sfying.

6 That General Assently is not a youth conference,
whi ch neans that:

. Youth are responsible for nanaging their
omn tine.

. Youh ae nat requredto stay onsite

. Sponsors act as legal guardians for youth
under 18.

| accept that:

7. If any rde vidaion occus, a coomttee of youth,
ny sponsor, sponsoree and parent s nay dl be caled
into work on consequences for ny actions (for nore
information see Energy ormittee in the next
col omm).

8 Youth Gaucus i s an al cohol free conmunity no nat -
ter wat age.

* For dl those a pat d Youth Gaucus ( youth
and sponsors) drinking of acohd is
prohibited

9. If | amayouhinaleadership position (dd egate
¢$df Youth Gouncil nenber, ec.), | have read, uder -
stood, and wll abide by the @de of Bhics for Youth
in Leadershi p Rositions.

YRW Policy on Sexuality and
Communi ty

Qr goa is to uphod healthy conmunities and
hedthy reationships and to discourage sexua
activity and harassnent in the conference conmu-
nty.

Heal thy rel ationships are based on respon-
gblity, respect, love, and conmitnent. Healthy
sexud relaioships are respect fu, consensud,
pleasurabl e, safe, caring, devel opnent dly appro-
priate, and based on mutual expect aioms.
Sxudity is an inportat part of young peopl€'s
lives

In the conference conmunity, youh ae
encour aged to express thensel ves in heal thy ways
and respect each other’s boundaries. However,
behavi or that breaks down the community, indul-
ing sexual activity and sexua harassnent, is inap-
propriate and therefore not permitted in a confer -
ence setting.

It isthejob of the Bhergy Cnmttee to, by
these st andards, deemany such behavi or i nappro-
priate and to determine consequences. Parents
guardi ans, sponsors, and youth are encouraged to
dscuss this poicy wth each ather.

Wiat is the Energy Cormttee

The BEhergy Gonmittee deals wth serious praob-
les adrde infractios. Its nenership consists
of one chaplain, the HIPER  possible other
youh stdf and youh from Youth Gwcus. The
energy conmttee reserves the rigt to define
behavior as inappropriate. The Energy Cormittee
only neets when serious concerns are brought
forth by nenbers of the GAcommunity.

(de of Bhics for Youth in Leadership
Posi ti ons

Youth in leadership positions are unquely visibe
and influential in any conference conmunity. They
shoul d recognize that power inbalances exist in
their interactions wth other  conferees.
I nappropriate sexual behavior is never accept ade
addtiod |y, youth |leaders should renai n avare of
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General Assenbl y Yout h Caucus

dficial youth caucus formgeneral assenily quebec city, quebec 2002
send forng to Youth @fice/ UA25 Beacon St. Boston, MA 02108
This fromis Due My 15th, 2002

Name: Last ZIP/ Postal Code:
First Phone:
Address: Email:

Birthdate:
City: UUA District:
State/Province: Congregation:

| am(check dli thet apply)  HIYINIRY

_ feml e + | know that all youth are responsible for booking their own

__transgender ed + housing. If I am under 18, | know | need to have a sponsor

__male ¢ who is older than 25. | also understand that we are required
afirst tine QA attendee . to stay in the same hotel/hostel.

_Canadi an EMy sponsor and | will be staying at:

. s ¢ Name of Hotel:

—albdtizen « Phone number of Hotel:

__aperson of cdor .

nitirac a Signature of Youth:

__whi te/ european . Signature of Sponsor:
_ayouth in aleadership

oosi - tion (dd egete,

youth courc | Yout h Caucus Schol ar shi ps
menber,sd})

_14-17 Due to financial need , | amrequesting a youth caucus
schdaship. | have at ached a sperate sheet wth the followng*
. i nfornation:

Code of Ethics 1) iy | vant to go to Gneral Assenbly
l, , have 2 Adescription of ny financid situation, incdudng
read and understand the Code of other sources of funding to get ne a Gneral Assenbl yI
Ethics. | agree to abide by these -
[o[VITo [V T T-E I (e TR (s T-Re [V] =11 e s IeI Al | amal SO appl ying for these schal arshi ps/vd uteer positions:
General Assembly 2002. | under- _ | amapplying to volunteer at General Assenbly (by .
stand that if | break this agreement, Mrch 31st) I
the Energy Committee reserves _ | amapplying for a scho arship fromthe GAd fie

the right to take action which may (by Axil 25 -
include removing me from Youth R
Caucus or General Assembly at my

own expense and prohibiting me Don t
from attending future continental for get tosend inthe Prent and Sponsor forns
YRUU events. taa They are a so due My 15th, 2002
Youth Signature:

=1
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Eneral Assenbl y Yout h Caucus

dficia youth caucus formgenera

enl y quebec city, quebec 2002
send forns to Youth O fice/ UA25 Beacon St. Boston, MA 02108
make a copy for your records This fromis Due Miy 15th, 2002

Al youth nust fill out and sign this from
FORMS FOR PARENTS AND SPONSORS
Hease print o t

PARENT/ GUARD);piN’ S CONSENT AND MEDI CAL RELEASE FORM
, amthe parent or legd guardanof . lgverny
consent for himher to attend Gneral Assenbly in Quebec Aty, Grada. | understand that ny childvard is
attending General Assenbl y as a patidpant and will not be enrdled in a structured, supervised program M
childvard is responsible for coordinating his or her om tine | gve ny consent and authority for the

General Assenbly stdf o desigeted addt totake actionto hedp insure the safety, hedth and wel fare of ny
son/daughter/vard. | underst and that if s/he lresks any federd/stae/provincid o locd lavs, s’he wll be
asked to leave the General Assenly and | will be inforned. | a so request and authorize the GAYouth
Caucus Stdf, adnedica stdf, persone, agents and enpl oyees of Quebec Aty Hspitdstopoide dl
nedca care, includng but not linnted to hospitd tet's, energency surgical care, pathol ogy, rad d ogy ad
anesthesia, surgery and prescriptive drugs advisable for the health of ny child. | acknowedge that no var -
raties or guarantees as toresuts or cures wll be nade.

The nane of child covered by this authorizationis:

Last nane first nane md-

dle Age

Parent/Legal Quardi an
Hone Address

Gty Stat e/ Provi nce Zip/ Post al Code
Phone

Busi ness Addr ess

Aty Stat e/ Provi nce Zi p/ Post al Code
Phone

In Gase of Energency Gont act: (during GAJune 20-25)

Nane

Day Phone Eveni ng Phone

Health Gare Infornation
Nane of

Denti st/ O thodonti st Phone
Nane of
Doct or Phone

Db you carry famly nedical /hospitd imsurare yes n
Nane of parent/person wth insurance policy
Heal th I nsurance Agency:
Policy # /Goup #:
Mdi cations currently beli ng t aki ng:
Al ergi es/ Medi cal conditions:
Die o lest tet anus shot ?

Is your child under the care of a physician? Eilepsy yes 1o Dadges yes
Q her

Parent Attendance and Sponsor | nfornation

1 will attend GAand wll act as ny childward s sponsor .
_ L will ated GAad Wil nat act as childveard s
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General Assenbl y Youth

For ns

o Pren s caucus

and dficia youth caucus formgenera assenbly quebec city, quebec 2002

Sponsors FORMS FOR PARENTS AND SPONSORS
Rease print or type
PARENTAL PERM SSI ON FOR SPONSORSHI P (FCR YOUTH UNDER 18)

I , give ny pernission for to be the sponsor for ny child
at GA2002, Jure 20-25th.
»The sponsor is 25 years dd or o der.
eThis neans | amg ving the sponsor the full responsibility for the health and well-being of ny child
during GAand wil act as their guard an on ny behd f.
o] uderstand that ny youth and their sponsor are required to be in the sane hotel/hostel at QA
| underst and the Gde of Bhics and Rilicy on Sexual ity the Youth Caucus nenbers nust abi de by and
have di scussed these palicies fully wth bath ny child and their sponsor.
ol underst and that youth under the age of 18 wll be referred to their sponsor for any Youth Gaucus rul e
vidaias.
| uderstand the GAYouth Gaucus st df does not provide supervision of youth aa GAand | have
di scussed ny child s supervision wth ny child and their sponsor .
el understand that the drinking age in Quebec is 18 and the Youth Caucus nenbers are bound by a
code o ghcsmt todirk
| underst and that sponsors Wil asonat bedrinkingat GAand wll be abiding by the sane code of ethics
as the youth.
| have discussed the drinking palicy wth the sponsor and discussed the consequences of rule vid a-

tias
| have discussed wth the sponsor about hiMher neeting with ny youth once a day, being availad e for
support, being able to arrange travel hone in case youth is asked to leave due to rue
vidaias, and availability in case of engrgencies.

Sponsor’s S gnature
Parent/Quardian’s S gnature

ADULT SPONSCR RESPONSI BI LI TI ES

| amattending the 2002 General Assently in Quebec Aty, Ganada and wll sponsor
Sponsorship neans that | t ake responsihility for the vell-being, safety, and best
ineets d thisyotha &

el uderstand that the UAYouth G fice does not provide adult supervision for the week (although
there wil be severd addts working wth the Youth Gaucus and avail abl e for support and
assi st ance).

| ageetoatedatranng fa sposas that takes place during General Assenbl y.

e | uderst ad that Youth Gaucus is not a youth conference, but rather an opportunity for UJ Youth
who vant to patidpate inthe Gnerd Assenbly to be able to gather and address specific
youth

concer ns.
| wll work out a systemof conmuni cation wth this youth during the week of GAthat is ntudly
satisfying | recognize that this youth hes ageedto abide by dl stae/provincid ad | oca
| avg whi | e attending General
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General Assenbl y Yout h Caucus

dficia youth caucus formgeneral assenil y quebec city, quebec 2002

For ns send forns to Youth Qfice/ UA25 Beacon St. Boston, MA 02108
This fromis Due My 15th, 2002
f(]' I%rert S make a copy for your records

and
SpOﬂSOI’S * | uderst and the code of ethics includes not drinking a cohd a GAand that both the
youth and | are bound by this code. | pledge nat to drirk at GA
| have discussed appropriate consequences for this youth s actios wth their parent s
el amnot sponsoring nore than a totd o three Youth GA

| have never been found quilty, dedgilty, o pled no cotest to a crinnd charge.
True Nt true

Nocivil lasuit aleging actud o attenpted sexual discrinination, harassnent, explait ations, or nisconduct;
physi cal abuse; child abuse; or financial nisconduct has ever resulted in a judgnent being entered agai nst
ne, been settled out of court, or been di smssed because of the st aued limtations has expired.

True Nt True

| have never ternminated ny enpl oynent, professional credentials, or service in a vo unteer position or had
ny enpl oynent, professional credertias, or authorization to had a vol unteer position termnated for reasons
redlated to dlegations of actual or attenpted sexua discrinination, harassnent, explaitation, or nisconduct;
physi cal abuse; child abuse; or financia nisconduct.

True Nt True

| heve avdid drivers |icense

yes 1o

With respect to ny driving record, | have not had ny |icense suspended or revoked wthin the last five years

due toreckless driving or driving wile intoxicated and or under the influence of a contrd | ed subst ance.
Tree Nt True

If any of the above are NOT TRLE H ease expl ai n.

Is there any fact or circunst ance invad ving you or your background that would call into question your being
entrusted wth the responsibilities of the position for wich you are app yi ng?

yes o

If yes, pease provide a brief exp anation

Sponsor’ s resi dence during GA
Gont act phone at A
Rel ati onshi p to yout h:

RETURN by My 15, 2002 to the Youth Gfice, UK 25 Beacon St., Boston, MA(O2108. For additiona infor -
nation on Youth Gaucus, contact the U Youth GQfice at (617) 742-2100 x351, or yruu@ua. org.
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Con Con is open to youth aged 14-20 and to adult advisors aged 25 and above. If you

wish to attend Con Con and don't fit into these categories, please contact the Youth Office

Frequently Asked Con Con Questions

The nineteenth annual Young
Religious Unitarian Universalist
Continental Conference
August 12 - 18, 2002
Camp Roganunda
Washington State

3‘3*\]

What is Con Con?

Roganunda in

Mountain range.

Washington

one?

A touch group is a small youth-led group within the
larger conference community. Each conferee is
assigned to a touch group, which meets daily
throughout the conference. Through games, activi-
ties and sharing, touch groups create a comfortable,
trusting atmosphere which helps incorporate the indi-
vidual into the community. Are you interested in
leading a touch group? Write why you're interested
in leading a touch group and mail it in with your reg-
istration. Katie Whitworth the ID/Touch Group
Coordinator will get in touch with you.

Why do you ask about "youth of color"?
YRUU is working on becoming an anti-racist, multi-
cultural organization. Part of this effort is to help to
empower youth of color to take on leadership roles
and to apply for scholarship funding when appropri-
ate. We also keep a database of Youth of Color in
order to better inform them of Youth of Color Events.

What if | want to attend Con Con as an
adult advisor?

Adults wishing to attend Con Con must include a
brief letter of intent stating why you are interested in
being an advisor for Con Con with your registration,
and provide two reference names (one youth and
one adult) and their phone numbers. Adult regis-
trants for Con Con will be screened in order to better
ensure a safe conference community. Also, non-
staff adult participants are required to pay the full
Con Con registration fee. For info on how to offset the
costs of Con Con as an adult, contact the Youth Office.

How does this registration thing work?

¥
Con Con is the annual Continental Conference of You send us your registraltion fo_rmsl along with either
YRUU. Every year 100-300 youth gather somewhere the deposit or a scholarship application, then we send
on the North American Continent to worship, go to You @ letter either confirming your registration or a letter
workshops, hang out and have fun for 5 days. This telling you that you have been put on the waiting list. If
year, Con Con is at the BEAUTIFUL Camp YoUu have been put on the waiting lists you will be noti-
i State’s Cascade fied by June 15th about whether or not there is enough
space for you at Con Con.
What' touch h | lead Make travel plans only after receiving a let-
ats a touch group/how can [ lead ¢or confirming your registration!!!
How much does Con Con cost?
Con Con this year costs $355 USD. Yes, we know that
it's a lot of money, and if we could reduce the fee, we
ﬁ

would. The deposit is $75 USD. If you have trouble
raising the registration fee for Con Con, we recom-
mend that you apply for a scholarship or contact the
Youth Office for creative ways of getting the money.
We also have an early bird special. If you send us your
registration by June 15, it will only cost you $325 USD.

How can | get a scholarship to attend?

There are a limited number of financial need-based
scholarships to Con Con. To apply, send a letter to the
Youth Office with your registration form stating your
specific financial need situation. Include a letter from
your minister, advisor, or an involved UU youth
describing your circumstances. Scholarship applica-
tions must be postmarked by May 15, recipients will be
informed by June 1st. If you are not awarded a schol-
arship, we must receive your deposit by June 15th to
continue to hold a space for you; also check the YRUU
website for updates about scholarship information.

=

F‘

Vi

What if | have more questions?

How do | contact the Youth Office?

First, you should look at the FAQ atl-r
http://uua.org/YRUU/continental/conconfag.html. I
that doesn't answer your questions, email us at:
yruu@uua.org, or call us at (617) 948-4352. A pre- %2

packet with more detailed information regarding Con ’
Con will be mailed to conferees in June. “
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LAST
NAME:

FI RST

RULES, CONSEQUENCES, AND CONFERENCE
COMMUNI TY

Guidelines

No drugs, weapons or alcohol.

No pets.

No leaving the conference site.

No violating the policy on sexual behavior.

Adults must remain in the role of advisor at all times.
All participants must have a signed medical release.
Participants must follow the Con Con site rules.

Con Con Staff, Adults, Youth Council Members and
Steering Committee will review and sign the Code

of Ethics.

wo abuse their roes as leaders, consciously or not, can
damage individuals and the conmunity. Youth | eaders are
expected to use their influence in a positive nanner.

ADULTS

[THE PoLI cy oN SExuALI TY AND COMMUNI TY

Qur goa isto uphdd healthy conmunities, healthy
re aionships and to di scourage sexual activity and harass-
nent in the conference community.

Heal thy rel ati onships are based on responsibility,
respect, love, and coomtnent. Healthy sexual relationships
are respect fu, consensual, pleasurad e, safe, caring, deve -
opnentaly appropriate, and based on mutual expect aias.
Sexuality is aninport at part of young peope slives

In the conference conmunity, youth are encouraged
to express thensel ves in heal thy ways and respect each
o her s boundaries. Hwever, behavior that breaks down the
comuni ty, including sexual activity and sexual harassnent,
isinaporopriate and therefore not permitted in a conference
settimg

It isthejob of the Ehergy Gonmittee to, by these
¢ andards, deem any such behavior inappropriate and to
det ermine consequences. Parents, Guardians, and youth are
encouraged to discuss this paicy wth each other.

If you are a:
Con Con staff member
Adult Advisor

Youth Council member

YRUU Steering Committee member

You must review and sign this additional
Code of Ethics in order to attend Con Con.
Gode of Bhics

Adts aeinaposition of stevardshipand play a
key rdeinfostering the spritud deve oonent of both ind -
vidual s and the coomunity. It istheefae especidly im
pot at that addts be quaified to nurture and provide the
specid care and support that wil enable youth to devel op a
positive sense of sdf and responsibility. The rel ati onship
bet ween young peopl e and adul t s nust be one of nutual
respect if the positive paetid o ther rdaioshpistobe
redized Aduts wll be prescreened and cdled for inter-
views to ensure they wll be appropriate nenbers of the
conf erence community. Background checks naybe
requi red.

There are no nore inport ant areas of grovth than
those of self-worth and the devel opnent of a heal thy iden
tity ssasexd beng Addts pay akeyrdeinassisting
youth in these areas of growh. Wsdomdict ates that youth
and adult s suf fer danaging ef feax s when | eaders becone
sexud ly invdved wth a person in their care therefore,
addts wll refran fromengagng in sexual, seductive, or
egaic behaviar wth youth. Nither shdl they sexudly
harass or engage in behavior wth youth which constitutes
verbal, enational, or physicd abuse. Adits shdl be
inforned of the de of Bhics and agree to it before
assumng their rdes. In cases of vidaion of this code
gproriate action will be t aken.

YOUTH & ADULTS IN LEADERSHI P PosI TI ons

Youth inleadership positions are uniquely visible
and influentia in any conference conmunity. They shoul d
recogni ze that power inhal ances exist inther interactions
wth other conferees. Inappropriate sexual behavior is never
accept dde addtiodly, youth |eaders shoul d renai n avare
o theinpact of their actions and behave accordingly. Youth

NERGY COVM TTEE

The Spirit Gonmttee consists of represent atives
fromeach touch group. It wll be atentive to conference
probl ens and noods, acting as the eyes and ears of the
conference and wll share any concerns wth the Energy
Gordinators, wo chair the Spirit Gnmttee. This bunch
of brigt-eyed early birds is aso responsible for vaking up
the conf erence.

The Energy Commttee deas wth serious prob-
lens ad rdeinfractions. Its neners include one of the
Ehergy Gordinators, one Gn n Dean, the Youth Ao
grans Drector, three eected Spirit Gonmittee nentoers,
the Touch Goup ordinator, and a Gapan. The Energy
Gnmttee reserves the right to define behavi or as i nappro-
pigde The Energy GCormittee only neet s when serious
concerns are brought forth by the Spirit Conmttee or nem
bers of the conference community.
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LAST FI RST
YouTtH CoDE oF ETHICS

I (patidpant), have read and understood the Gon Gn Guidelines, and the

Policy on Sexuality and Gormunity. | agree to abide by these guideines for the duration of @n @n 2002 | underst and
that if | break this agreenent, the Bnergy @nmittee reserves the right tot ake appropriate action which nay include requir -
ing ne to | eave the conference at ny own expense and prohibiting ne fromattending future continent d YRUJ event s In
addtion | cetify that dl o theifamation stated on ny registration formis true and conplete to the best of ny know -
edge.

Sgnature of Participart:

X e

ADULTS AND YOUTH IN LEADERSHIP RoLES CODE OF ETHICS

L (@df, adlt sdf, or adult), have read and understood the n @n

Quidelines, the Policy on Sexual ity and Gonmunity, and the Gde of Bhics for Aduts and Youth in Leadership Rositions.
| agree to abide by these guiddines for the duration of Gon Gn 2002 | underst and thet if | break this agreenent, the
Bhergy Gnmittee reserves the right to t ake appropriate action which nay include requiring ne to | eave the conference
at ny own expense and prohibiting ne fromattending future continent & YRUUJ event s

Sgnature of Staf a Addt:

X e

CONSENT AND MEDI caL RELEASE

I (pease print), amthe parent or legd guard an

,wWo wlil be attendng the 2002 Gxtinenta OGnference of the Young

Rdigous Lhitarian Uiversalists at Ganp Roganunda. | hereby give ny consent and authority for the conference std f
tot ake any reasonabl e action to hel p ensure the safety, heath, and welfare of ny son/daughter/vard. | a so give consent
for any necessary nedical treatnent, including energency surgical care, if needed. | further under -
dand that ny childvard wll berequiredtofalowthe rues of the site and the conference, and that
any breach of these rules nay result inny childvard being disal |l oved to patidpate in the renain-
der of the conference. Should this happen, | understand that ny child/vard nay be sent hone at
hi s/her own expense and nay be prohibited from patidpaing in fuuwe cotinetd YRU confer -
ences or event s

Sgnature of Parent or Giardian:

(Rrtidpats age 18 or o der nay sign for thensel ves)

X Dat e:

Emer gency Cont act Infornati on:
Narre: Phone: ( ) or ( )

Mdica Treatnent Info
*Nane of person wth insurance policy (print)
*Heal th I nsurance Agency:
*Policy # /Goup #
*Mdi cations currently being t aki ng:
*A | ergi es/ Medi cal conditions:
*Mate o yor last tetanus shot:  /  /
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FI RST

NAME:
Requi r ed:
M consent and nedical info form

M rul es agreenent form
M Jddy first Miling Address (if df feret)
M $75 deposit or;

P (

N letter reguesting a schal arship

ot i onal :

Aleter exdanngwy | wddliketobe atouch
group | eader

A description of ny one-shot workshop idea

Soecial CGategori es:

| ama @n n stdf nenber and ami ncl udi ng ny
signed Gde of Ehics

| ama week-1ong workshop | eader and ami ncl udi ng
ny signed Gde of Bhics

|l ama attending Youth Guncil and ami ncl udi ng ny
signed Gde of Ehics

| aman adut advisor and amincluding a letter of
intent tobe an adut advisor a Gn @n, two reference con-
tact s (one youth, one aduit), and ny signed code of ethics. |
have answered the screeni ng questi ons.

Question please call (617) 948-4352

Please make checks payable to:

“Unitarian Universalist Association”
Registration is $355USD. You can send in
$75USD non-refundable deposit to hold a
space for you. There is also an early bird regis-
tration fee $325USD, which is available until
June 15th 2002. The Canadian rate this year is
set at $225 USD.

Please send all registration forms and a check
to:

YRUU Con Con Registration

c/o UUA Youth Office

25 Beacon St.

Boston, MA 02108
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[ nference Sntch-a-rool!!

YRWJ Soci al Justice Gonference ths A,
Basi ¢ Advisor Traning of Traners March
2003

Odrarily every fdl the Youth Qficehost sa Tranngd Tranes fa ather
Leadership Devel opnent onferences, Spirituaity Devel opnent
Qnferences, o Basic Youh Advisar Tranngs Uitarian Uhversdist
youth and adult s cone together to be trained to | ead these fabul ous con-
ferences all over the cotinent. Hwever, thsis o adray yea!!
Bgmmgthsfdl, the YRU Social Justice Gnference, a training of
youh socid justice organizers, will
take place in Novenber and the The Shod o the
Tranng o TranerS Wil  O0CUr 1" | —
Mrch Thsissodl the newSdid Ari cas
Action @ordinators and 1 ocal yout h iU SEN- 0B oy'e's I - ARSI ES o\ B
. he — o the Awrican soldiers in conbat, counter-insur-
ing a t begmng r_yeer, gency, and counter-narcotics. Gaduates of
ad all of our coference trainers RINRCO I RE-Ses tohs RRTs BRSs 1o Re AL R
wll be prepared for the high hunan right s abuses in Latin Aerica Anong

DOS SDC: the SOX's nearly 60,000 graduates are notori -
demand of L ! and ous dictators Manuel Noriega and Qrar

Advisar Tranings inthe fal. God R ERt  IR RC IiE
thinking, eh? Foberto Vida d Agentina, Juan Vel asco

ages Avarado of PReru, QGillerno FRodriguez of
It you areayOUth 1420 Ecuador, and Higo Banzer Suarez of Bolivia

and irteres_ted Naleely oISl BUNVERY | o | cvel SOA graduates have patidpated
tice vork in you church, schod o BEEIVEIREES R T R0z SR ohTeRiy - 0N

conmuni ty, you oS o loot RaoRaa:=] Sretion o Archbi shop Gscar Fonero and the

} ] H Mzote Mssacre of 900 civilians.
YRUU Social Justice nference O January 17, 2001 the SOA was

for skills tranng ad an dl-around B EC BRI, SR R SR T
good ti nel for Security Qoperation (VA ).

: Hindreds of ULhitarian Uhiversaists

Hease check our Vieh site at [N s s i

www. uia org YRU for the |atest EEeratre e Rt SRR e

infornation regarding both the BEISRUCENENEIERTvR T =S ifon

YRUU Social Justice onference W youth and young adults. Qne jon the

-
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We want you to be a
YRUU Prograns Speciaist!

DO YOU HAVE WHAT
IT TAKES
TO BE AYPS?!

ARE you 16-22, energetic, organi zed and love YRUW? Do you
vat to gve back to YRU to in a profound way? WiI, thsisthe
best vay to doit!

APPLY TOH:= YFS

Gne live in beautifu Boston for a year. Work wth the best and
brightest Gontinentd YRU has to of fe. Rt yor fathino Ation
Mke a long-lasting ef fect on YRUJ and be renenbered for
your greatness. Learn skills and gain experience for the
red varld

CGheck out the job description on the next pagetoseeif this psitionisrigt fa yod

Then get the application online at:
ht t p: //vwwv. uua. or g/ YR yout hof fi cef pdf s/yps

If you have ay pddens a dl getting this fom cdl the Youh Qfice &

617. 948. 4350, and we' || get you t hose forns.

Ch yes, yes ve wll.
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F| 2001 yookted Jdb [Esorigion
YRW Prograns Seddig
Departnent: Religous Education
Report sta Youth Prograns Drector
(YPS are programst df)

Bsic Rgoshlities To design and implement YRUU programs and publications of religious growth for Unitarian
Universalist youth and act as a field consultant to districts and local congregations regarding YRUU programs.

Rirtipd Ryosbilities
1. UUA/RE Dept.
Works in dual association with the Religious Education Department and Young Religious Unitarian Universalists with major

responsibilities fo both. Acts as liaison from Continental YRUU to the UUA Staff and serves as an active "youth pres-
ence" at Unitarian Universalist Association headquarters and at UUA meetings and events.

2. Programs/Events

Plans, designs, and implements YRUU programs of religious growth for Unitarian Universalist youth. Serves as a logisti-
cal resource and coordinator for Continental YRUU conferences, meetings and trainings. Edits Synapse, YRUU's
Continental Youth Magazine. Writes Grants and coordinates fundraising for areas where funding is not sufficient.

3. Consultations and Liaisons

Acts as a YRUU consultant to the UUA at large, fo districts, to congregations; acts as a field consultant regarding YRUU
programs; assists congregations in the formation and promotion of new YRUU youth groups; plans, designs, and conducts
workshops, trainings and leadership development seminars for and with youth and adults. Develops and maintains rela-
tionships with key committees, affiliates and departments as needed.

4. YRUU Governing Organizations

Administers YRUU Programs; in consultation with the YRUU Steering Committee and YRUU Youth Council, and Youth
Programs Director to ascertains needs, identifies trends and issues, and evaluates the effectiveness of current youth
programs and services; Coordinates the ongoing business of Steering Committee. Supports the decisions of the Youth
Council and Steering Committee. Reports to Youth Council and Steering Committee.

7. Additional Responsibilities
Assumes additional responsibilities as requested by Youth Programs Director, Religious Education Department Director,
the UUA President, Executive Vice President, or Financial Vice President.

Qdifictias Knowledge of youth ages 14-20 and their religious development; experience and expertise with youth,
experience and expertise with YRUU Programming at the local, district, and continental levels; leadership ability and
experience with both youth and adults; broad acquaintance with Unitarian Universalism and the Association; good office,
computer and organizational skills, willingness to travel. Good written and verbal communication skills, the maturity and
creativity to handle a busy fulltime job, have the freedom to live in the Boston area and will be between the ages of 16
and 22 at the time of application.

il set Gontinent d Bvent Start Date

January |Web Design and Layout Youth Gouncil and GonCon

Resour ce Devel opnent Qntinent & Trainings and

and the YSJC Decenber 15
Sept enb Jcid Justi ce General Assenbl y August 1

UUA Net wor ki ng and i

Spring 2002

i
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Testinony of a Social Action

Al over the cotinent, Socid Action
Qordinators are working wth youth in
Ddarids to pu thar Uitarian Uiverdist
beliefs into action. Msha Heller is the SIC
for the Thonas Jefferson District, thisis her
testinony..

AI nost every day | wtness sonet hi ng that

redly gg¢s on ny nerves, which sone-
how inspires ne to be invadved wth socid
action work. | am bothered when | hear
friends casually insert the word "gay" derog-
aivdyinotheir vocabuaries. Vilen| see big
corporations tearing down trees and pal | uting
the ar only to construct nore shoppi ng cen-
ters ad restaurant s to pdit df o, | thrk
about how our soci ety const antly abuses our
environnents. Wen | cone hone from
school and see honel ess nen out side of ny
nei ghborhood (in suburbia), | am sad and
disappointed. | read about nurders, execu-
tions, economc aparthed, ad st aving chl -
dren const atly, and it scares ne to fathom
how vioent and unhealthy our society has
becone.

It is experiences ad redizatias like
this that nake ne passionate about being
Scid Action ardnator to ny dstrict.
Wen | see or wtness sonething that nany
peop e fail to acknoNedge, or just straigt up
choose to igore, | get aggavated, frustrat -
ed, disappointed, disgusted, perturbed, and
so nuch nore. Yet adso a the sane tine,
being a pat of socid actionwark inny ds-
trict invigorates, enponers, and nati -
vates ne. It’s an outlet for ne to know
that | amworking for a good cause.
Scd Action is such a broad term
that enconpasses so nany
issues, so it gves the SAC
w de-rangi ng freedom to
pursue dif ferent pas-
sions and issues. To

ne, the rde o

-

Spring 2002

sc is al )
about being alink
fa YRUWs to
resources, pro -
ed s, adation

At conferences, workshops, and church
ny purpose is to spread general awareness
about challenging authority, livirg ar fath
adlivighedthy lives. | rinsocid actionai -
ented workshops a cos. | try to encourage
aher YRUkrs to educate thensel ves on an
isste that paticdaly ineets themand to
then transformthat knowedge into a work-
shop or sharing of ideas. Wt ake a redity
check and reeval uate our own |ives. Wt ake
advant age of our creativity ad brans by
bendng themwth owr loves for al peope
and their well being, conmunity, and the
environnent. W nake art, nosic, theatre,
teedirts, poetry, food, and so nuch nore.

| am account dde to the etire dstria
for being able to connect themto the pl etho-
ra of resources availade that they mght
need for socia justice prgects this
includes nore then just readng nateria. It
coud be infornation about protests and
denonstrations, vigls, boycotts, neetings,
wor kshops, and peopl e.

s SC | haveredizedthet it issovitd
that we dl as Us strive to be leaders to the
gedtest of o adlities, bath wthin oursd ves
(wWhether it be changing the cl othes we wear,
consuming responsi bly, the places we shop,
the things ve eat, the transport ati on ve use,
o owr behavior a schod) as well as exter -
nly (beit handng ou flyers, praesting the
SOA, canpaging for a cad -
cte witing letters ad visit -
ing seatars, o practicing
civil disobedience). W
nust as conscientious,
intelligent, and enpow
ered Uk take piaity in

anplifying our voices
i, from wvhispers into
® echoes. W have d| o
the support, encour -

J
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/ Anmistakingasmwar infear wth
a group of nen. H clutches his
soap as others suspiciously ook up a him
fromtine to tine. Wth nowarning, a group
of nen pounce on him pinning his arns
and |l egs down to the shover vall. Lhable to
strugde, thisnanis brudly rged
Though this could just be a scene from
the 1998 Tony Kaye drama Anerican Hstory
X thisis dsoascene fromredity. Bveryday
redity, where the appdlingtruhis thea "wth
anaiod prison popdation of two mllionin
1999, even at the lowest percent age, ths
neans tens of thousands of nal e prisoners
are raped daily.” Qr prisos ae a vident
cycle, turning those wth nmnor crines wen
they get out into dangerous nenaces to soci -
ey, opposite of what prisons are supposed to
do. Detoitsird fectiveness anditsvdaim
of hunan rights, | firny bdiee thet thereis
vt d need far refarmin prisons, specificdly in
the Lhited States.
Aong wth rape, crudty such as the
"gadao figts" at the Qrcoran SHJ
bet ween 1988 and 1996 where "known ene-
mes vere rel eased by guards to snal | group
yards. Hgtswerecertain Guards bet onthe
out cone and vi deot aped the event s fa fuue
viewng....seven prisoners ded as a resut.”
Wat occurred at Qorcoran was absol utely
against al hunan
rigts what soever;
even aninal s shoul d
not be treated this
way, these figts
resenil i ng not hi ng
| ess than cockfight s
Wonen are the
foudgtiond civiliza-
tion the childbear -
ers, in wich the
US governnent, to
1 this vary day forbds
any wonan to
engage in mlitary
conat, yet the US
governnent pernit s
wonen to  face
unspeakabl e condi -
tions, worse than
conbat, each and
every day. A the
Vdley State Rison

No More Prisons

by Mrissa Gitierrez

foo Wonen SHU wonen "suf fer degrading
treatnent, threat s, corporal puni shnent, and
sexual harassnent. Ml e guards observe
strip searches, showering, and even gynecal -
ogicad exans." Wile at nen prisons, they
are permtted the "privilege" of a having nal e
geads fadlitating over showering, wonen
are const antly being nonitored by the oppo-
Ste sex

Qoups such as WINTE and others
around the world protest atrocious sweat -
shops wich t ake advant age of hunan | abor
every day, but wiy don't people pratest the
slave labor found in prisons? "Sone |ike
CMT Bues, Mcrosoft, Bang TW\ and
Victorids Secret, are using low cost prison
labor for every thing fromnanufacturing air -
adt conponents and lingerie to booki ng
reservations.” Sieat shops are bad, no nat -
ter if theyaechldeninVietnam o an adu t
convicted of drug abuse, hunan bodies
renai n hunan bodi es.

Aong wth using slave | abor, prisasfal
to acconmadate those criticaly ill; those wth
A5 are often ignored. Vien soneone is in
pan it is crudty torards axther breathing
hunan being to et themagonize in their own
msery. VWen | had interviened a Spanish
inepee, | ves tdd the on a visit to a
prison, she sawthat a "child-nol ester, fedirg
renorseful for what he had done, attenpted
to castrate hinself. Giards watching him
bleed, sinply stood and repeated 'Odelo
norir’ [Let hhmde] to oe axther. Cealy
the nman had deserved a nentd irgituim
even though he vas the cu prit of a very seri -
ous Ccrine.

Thsismt the coutry | vat tolivein
where viol ence beget s vid ence, and peopl e
wll rever be treated far illnesses that irflict
themforever. By dlowng prison conditions to
day this vay, ar cotry is sinply taking a
step back into the past. Util we ae adeto
becone the "change whi ch we envision,” the
wi sper of "ddeo nwrir, dddo narir, dgdo
norir...." wll cotinue to echo in prisas nat
alyin Anerica, but throughout the world.

Mrissa Gtierrez is the youth Socia Action
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A Word fromBg han. ..

‘ lidk.. Sice.. Bag That is the sound of a
cell door opening and closing

behi nd yet anot her young person
being locked up. | dont knowwhet it is
about that sound, but | hear it inny heart
as well as ny ears each tine ancther
young adult wtnesses those iron prison
doors clang behind him
| chose to tadk about this iss
because | cane to prison in ny youth.
knovwvet it is to be youg and fodish
a so knowthet it does nat t ake years f
an inpressionable young nan to be
ready to change his ways.
| believe everyone should be held
account dde far thdr atias. There
are consequences for the choices we
nake. Sonetines that consequence
needs to be prison.  The inustice is in the
length of sentences being handed out. | ask
nysel f every day, Wiy so | ong?

A youngster in prison has two options. He can
give up, becone involved in al the ganes and
drana of prison -drugs, gangs, fights, radsm-ao
he can accept the fact that heis here util society
deens he should get out, look at the choices he
nade that got himwhere heis, and find a direction
he can take to nove forward and find success.
This is not aways easy. Mny young peopl e have
no out side suppart, no one to of fer guidance, no
histay o success. | amfortunate, and | try to
showvgratitude for the blessings life has g ven ne
by being a rod e nodel and of feri ng hope and cana-
raderie to young nen who are | ooking for direction
dter they vk in these doors.

| foud ny focus in the area of life that | have
always hung ny hopes, ny education. © famly
stressed to ne that ny education should be ny
nost inportat god, add | vant to reach that god
of being an educated nan.

| keep a quote by Milcom X that says,

Education is your pesspat to the fuue fo
tonorrow bel ongs to the people who prepae fa
t oday .

That iswet | andoing in here, preparing for ny
fuue

| kowit s not easy tobeyoungandinprison. To
every incarcerated youth | would say, Dnt gwe
up hope, prepae for yor future, tonarrow wil
cone, and it is wthin youth povwer to shape what
king of tonarrowyou wll have.

\ As ny nidd e school principa used to say to

us every day, Your fuueisinyour hands.

Bhan Thrower is a young Lhit arian Uiversdist

curently incarcerated in Rend eton, Qegon. FRior
to his incarceration, Bhan was an active youth
group nenber of the FHrst Uhitarian Gwrch of
Portland, Gegon. Bhan was sentenced to jail in
1998, currently his release i s schedul ed for August

dth 20060 You can wite to Bhan at:

#123 925 88

cdoE O C I.

2500West gat e
——FendFeton—ERS576F———

Gomng Soon to a
Gongregation Near You
Youth & Young Adult Mnistry

Qunday - Cctober 20, 2002

What ? A Qunday Service dedicated to youth, cam
pus and young adult ministry. Wy? To ce erate,
educat e and rai se funds in support of our growng
novenent and deepening vision. Join us in hel p-
ing to connect Youth & Young Aduts to the pover
d Uitarian Lhiversdism Aginpse o the vision
Mre Youth (14-20), Ganpus, and Young Adut (18

P Nnistriesindstriad s, congregati ons and on cam
puses fastering wel coning, fun, spiritudly aive and jus-
tice-centered conmunities. Training and support for
di verse worships ad socid justice ef fats. Retertion of
young Uk as they nove through phases of life and
fromplace to place. Mrey for Youth & Young Adut
Mnistry Hld up, Mney? Yes. Mol ah. Gashol a
Fundraising That is the pat o thevisoing thet o ten
causes Us to stat sgqurmng ahbt. Young Addts ae a
povwerful conmunity in the Uhitarian Lhiversdist vorld
inagine if we had funds to support our anfitious work.
Geat news! W begn to wtness the benefits d
C* UUYAN beconing a sponsored organi zati on and our
new relationship wth the Young Adult & GCanpus
Mnistry @fie The UUArecogizes the vitd paetid
in the younger age ranges and has decided to nake
Youth & Young Addts a ngjor focus of the upconing
Campagn For Whit arian Uhiversalismthrough this spe-
cial Sunday.

Brery Lhitarian Universalist young adut ad dly
wll be needed to help nake this a successful cam
paign, so ashout out toal the readers of Fernent: Gt
Invdved The best way to interest athers in this cam
paignis to showthemthat youth and young adult s are
donating noney to serious about it.

1) Geck ot the latest nevs at
WWW. uua. or g/ sunday2002.
2) W8Il be shering staries doout spiritudly rockin
youth & young adults and rel ated nini stries on our
veb site. Resse serd us terrific t ales and photos to
spaligt.
3 Send a nessage. Dhnate. Inthe spirit of the Youth

& Young Adult Sunday 2002, we ask all of you to
gve a least $20.02 (and nare if you can & fadit).

4 Hlpcreate anintergenerationa Youth & Young
Adult Sunday Gonmattee in your congregation or

Spring 2002 @

SYNAPSE 30



Soap Box

enpower nent \

yout h
) ativists to the cause. In
by e Mal /Gl online fornat, the Synapse
nagazine wll no longer be

Sciey gves us a box to live in and YRUU
helps us thirk ad live ou side that box. Bit
YRWU becones a box too unless we keep
thinking ot side of the instituwion, and ve keep
refaming that institwion to be truer to au
ideds.

his Synapse that you ha d in your hands right

now nay be the last one ever in "hard-copy"
vesion The UUAhas cut funding for Synapse
fromthe budget. Ate thsedtianit wil tuniro
an olire pdicaion This neans that af ter
years of |ooking forvard to rece ving Snapsein
the nail twce ayear, | wil mologe hae thet.
It’s ectud |y red |y depressing.

In ny experience, online publications
rarely conpare to printed pdicaios. At is
now, Synapseis curently set dl over the con-
tiret, so thet yauh wth dl leds o indve-
nent can access it. No longer wll a curious
youth be able to pick up a copy of Synapse flip
through it, and vant to becone invoved. The
youth nust instead actively search out the pub-
lication of Smepse to reed it. It’s ridadas to
expect that it wll reach those youth wo are nat
inva ved enough to knowto search it out or do
not have nuch access to technol ogy. In paper
form Synapse canberead a one'sleswe. That
cannot be said about the online version; readi ng
sonething of f a conmuter screen is a lo less
appeal i ng. _

The UUA cannot continue to assune that
every Whitarian ULhiversdist is mddeclass o
can access a conputer for |ong enough to read
a nagazi ne of somewhere around forty pages.
We ae an organization that figts ativdy far
socid justice, but these actions are inconsi stent
wth or principes. If ve redly vant to nake
Uitaian Llhversdismfriedy to peode of 4dl
econom c backgrounds, we cannot nake our
pudications availabe oy through the Internet.
Inadditiontoseddng ot anailing, | think hav-
ing Synapse online would be hel pful. However,
to rdy on techndogy as the only way of ds-
pensing this nagazine reflect s an assunption
that everyone has this techndogy a his or her
di sposal . By changing the fornat of Synapse a
va uable piece of conmunication wll be |ost
because the availadlity wll be severdy linted
YRU as an organization, is dependent on
youth from al over the continent getting
involved. Synapse pays a key rde in activdy

"recruting’ Uitarian Uiversdist youth and

adetofuctioninths vay.

Synapse neans so nuch to so nany peo-
ple. It serves as a conmuni cation device and a
tod far locd, dstrict, ad cotinet a organi za-
tion It provides pegd e wth an arenain wich to
Oebate issues that are inport at to liberd youh
inthe greater UJ conmunity, ad in society a
large. Synapse gives thousands of youth the
infornation needed to buld leadership skills,
access social action, challenge our minds, and
nurtue or faith. It gves readers, wio nay o
nay not beinvdved intheir dstricts, the know -
edge of continental happenings as well as
opportunities and infornation for such things as
General Assenbl y, Youh Guncil, socid justice
tranngs, leadership tranngs, ad spritudity
devel opnent. These conferences all serve to
encourage youth to get together and actively
gply or fath. Wthout this vaudde conver -
gence of idess, | thirk that the YR structure
wil af fer deeply.

By changing Synapse to an aline pudi -
cation, we are limting access to those youth
wio have a conputer and wo wll actively
serch it ak. To ne, this suggests that aly
youth wo are aready invadved wil be abe to
use Synapse & fectivdy. To relay the nessage
to other youth ve wll have to resort to ather
forns of conmuni cation, the nost obvious and
universal of wiichis word of nouth. A best, ths
isveyimosistet. A varst, thswll dasticdly
decrease the nunber of youth that are invol ved
continent al |y and sever the rel ati onshi p between
the dstrict ad cotinetd leds.

ftt akes approxinately $12,000 a year to
fund Synapse The UUA deds wth mllios o
ddlas, adthsisjust asmal pat o that. Inay
organi zation, budget cut s can be quite common.
However, it’'s very dsgpointing that Smepse
was one of the things that was cut fromthe
budget, considering al the other expenses that
the WA has. Wiat’s worse is that this decision
was nade by the UJAwthout consulting youth
governing bodies (such as Youh Qucil). The
funding for Synapse does cone fromthe WA
budget, but youth were not given even the
gportunity to t ake any cost-savi ng neasur es.
This disenpowers youth and does not reflect
the youth-friendy atnosphere that the UA
pidsitsdf o

For these and nany other reasons, | am
so disturbed that Synapse nagazi ne has been
cut, and I amgoing to do as nuch as | possibly
cantotry adreversethis decision. | urge you j
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Keep Uus m& My Name:

\ know! ! | Address:

Synapse is free fa dl YRWers!! C.ltY’ State:
Wy not sign up a friend? Hease Zip: -
have themfill out this formand nail quoar;ﬁ'
't beck t2 Birthdate:
Congregation:
The UUAYouth G fice Positions in YRUU? (YAC member, con dean...):
25 Beacon Stregt My friend’s Name:
Bost on, MA 02108 Address:
(617) 8- 4350 Clty, State:
Zip:
FaX (617) 742‘ 0321 Phone:
Bail: yruu@ua. org Congregation:
Email:
Birthdate:

Positions in YRUU? (Youth group pres, advisor....):

As Synapse goes aling, it’sinportant that we keep track of where YQJare! Inthe nedt fewnonths, you wil
have access to nnect UJ a dat abase shared by the YRUW and Young Adult/Ganpus Mnistries of fies |If

you' re already in owr dat abase, you can keep your cont act infornation current. If youre not, you can create an
account for yourself and be a part of the next generation of Smapse InJue/ddy, goto hitp//ww uua. org/ con-

YRUU at the UUA Nonprofit
25 Beacon St. Organization
Boston, MA 02108 U.S. POSTAGE PAID
ADDRESS-SERVICE-REQUESTED Boston, Mass.
Permit No.8652

GA AND

CoNCON
REGISTRATION
FOrRMS INSIDE!!

J
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