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Letters

to the

Yay, we love email leiters, too! Just send them to
yruu@uua.org anytime.

Date: Sun, 2 Jul 1995 09:37:09

To: yruu@uua.org

Re: Violence & Intolerance

Dear Wonderful Synapse People,

Ilive inNew Zealand, where there isn'ta great
number of Unitarian youths, and its FANTAS-
TICtoseesomany dedicated people. Anyway,
I just wanted to say Hi and submit something
for the Violence and Intolerance issue. (see p.6
for Jennifer’s submission)

From, Jennifer Moss
Auckland, New Zealand
Dear Jennifer,

We are glad you like us!_And you aren't our only
international reader. Synapse currently has sub-
scribers in countries as diverse as Germany, Iran,
and the Phillipines. For a little F.Y.L about our
international readership, see "Synapse Goes Glo-
bal,” page-ten. Thanks for writing, we are always

glad to hear from our readers. Carry On, Mate!

" To Whom it may concemn:
L
I'am writing this letter for two reasons:

1) Thave beenreceiving Synapse for
two yearsillegally nowand I canno longer
live with the guilt. ,

2) I have also been out of YRUU for
two years now and I think that, no matter
how important it had once been to me, I
mustmove onwithmy life. I canno longer
live my YRUU experiences through the
articles in your lovely paper.

Tamresigning my YRUUer status,

but I would like to take this last minute to
extrapolate quickly on the submission topic
forthe Fall/Winteredition of Synapse. What
Ifirmly believe is that YRUU taught me to
be a tolerant person, but these tolerances
only became important after I left YRUU.
For example, my Sophomore year of high
school, I went to New York for the UU/
UNO conference, which was probably the
single greatest YRUU experience of my
life. However, the day we left for NYC, I
had to go to school early in order to take a
chemistry test. My teacher asked me if I
planned to take the subway while I was in
New York. Isaid, "No, Are you crazy?
They're dangerous." His answer was sim-
. ple - "Travis, my dear boy (he didn't actu-
ally say 'my dear boy," but it would have
been more dramatic ifhe had), the subway

is amazing because you get to see every -

facet of life. Wall Street guys in $5000
suits next to homeless people - it's the only
place in the world where you can do that."
Asasixteen-year-old I had noidea what he
was getting at, but I'm at Columbia Univer-
sity in New York now. I observe these
typesofsocial polaritiesevery day andI can
appreciate them for what they are. This
might not sound like a success story, but it
is. YRUU ismore thanasocial or religious
group, it is a state of mind. YRUU teaches
young people how to learn from everyone -

Editors

I believe that everyone has something to
offer the world that is positive. . YRUU
taught me this and it is more valuable than
anything I have learned to date. I look on

my YRUU experiences as nothing but posi- | -

tive and consider- myself forever in debt to
the Young Religious Unitarian Universal-
istorganization for startingme outinlife on
the "straight and narrow" as my grand-

mother would say. Good Luck to you and:

your work.
Forever in Your Service,

Travis Ketner
New York

_—
Hi Synapse.

My name is Seth-Anson Foster, but my
fiends call me Anson. | like the art-
work, stories, and pictures in Synapse
very much. I'm 13, and I'd like to be
your friend. My folks are more of the
Fundamentalist Religious Right types,
if you knowwhatImean. Atheart and
in spirit, f'm a YRUUer. A UU guy that |
know brings me Synapse to read ev-
ery fime he can, but now I'd like to get
my own copy, please.

If anyone out there would like to write
to me, Iwould love to hear from other
UUs or have some UU penpals. As you
may expect, 'm not allowed to af-
tend a UU group; my folks think it is
some kind of cult or something. | like
all kinds of music, drawing, Ham/SW
radio and both model and redl rail-
roads. ‘

Please write back-to me

- Your Friend,

S. Anson Foster
5 Crandall Street
Binghamton, NY 13905

{Eds. note: The following letter was sent to the UUA
and forwarded to us. Do any of you have ideas for
them? If so, send them to the below address, and
while you're at it, send us a copy, too - What a
coincidence that the theme for the next issue of Syn-
apse is Back to the Earth: UU Youth and the

Environment!/
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To whom it may concern:

We the European Student Organization
inColombia, MO - are organizing a Panel Discussion

on Ecology and Religion looking forwaystointegrate

nature conservationand religion. We are looking for
information ontthis topic, especially appliedexamples
throughoutthe world. Ourgoal is to notjust talk about

ways to find a more effective method of nature

conservation, but to give concrete suggestions -
backed up by examples - of how we could "use"
religionin nature conservation. Itwould be averybig
helpifyou could send us any information you have on
that topic as soon as possible.

Thank you very much.
Sincerely,
Maihen Winter
European Student Organization
University of Missouri-Columbia

105 Tucker Hall
Columbia, MO 65211

Dear Synapse,

I have been recelvmg Synapse for a few
years now, and I've always wanted to
write to say hello. My purpose for
writing now is deeper than just that. I've
reached a point in my life where my
connection to Unitarian Universalism is
at an all time low. My only real connec-

ences. I drew my strength from that group
of people. My success and happiness was
celebrated within that group. I felt a great
sadness and void when I was finally too old
to participate. I guess my point is that I
regrethaving drifted so far from the people
Ilove andneed most. Iwasinspired to write
this after reading Tara Aiesi's work in the
Spring issue of Synapse. Especially the
it was given to me when I graduated parts about escape from the real world to
from high school. The last UU youth
conference I went to was in 1993 and I
want so much to feel that connection,
that warmth again. When people used
to ask me what religion I was, I never

poem: "I remove my spirit, leave a 11tt1e
piece of me and say goodbye."
I miss you all. '

just said "Unitarian." Most people have  Thank you,
no clue as to what UUism is, and be- Danielle Dindorf
sides, my spirituality was really set

Detroit, MI
within my youth group and at confer- - ‘

become yourtrueself, and this line fromher




 LDCs Take the country by storm!

Leadershfp Development Conferences (LDCs) are one of

the most valuable services that the UUA Youth Office
provides. LDCs help to encourage youth and adults to get
active in the leadership of their districts and local congrega-
tions. Historically, the interns and director of the Youth
Office were the leaders for all of the LDCs, but demand for
the conferences was too high '

for the Youth Office to han-
dle. As was noted in the last
issue of Synapse, a Continen-
tal Leadership Development
Training was held last year to
train youth and adults from
around the country to be LDC
leaders. In the past year,
these continentally-trained
youth and adults have led nine
LDCs in seven different dis-
tricts. )

There are many rea-
sons why districts decide to’
sponsor an LDC. Some dis-
tricts have an LDC after there
has been some kind of prob-
lem or breakdown of commu-
nication in the district — as a way of bringing people back
together and clarifying their goals. Other districts have an
LDC because they want to encourage younger andvr\lewer
YRUU members to get involved in district or local leader-
ship. And still other districts have an LDC because there is
no active youth leadership on the district level, and they
would like to see people get inspired to do something about
it. Most districts have confronted some or all of these issues
at one time or another, and LDCs can often help in the
process.

The responses to recent LDCs have been over-
whelmingly positive, with the few complaints coming from
participants who didn’t realize that LDCs have a very
structured format. On the LDC evaluations, participants

have listed the following as some of their favorite activities:
learning new skills (such as brainstorming- and how to run
an effective meeting), role-playing potential problems - and
finding solutions, community-building games and exercis-
es, and participating in worship. LDCs encourage partici-
pants to, put their new skills into action. “I hope to show my
youth group the new games
I learned,” said a youth at
“the end of a recent LDC, “I
can’t wait to use my im-
proved - leadership- skills
sucessfully.”.

An LDC gives youth
and adults a great opportu-
nity to gain new skills to-
gether, and to learn from
youth and adult co-leaders.
Steve Buccieri; one of the
adult LDC leaders, says: “I
like leading LDCs because 1
meet the NICEST people,
and I learn new things every
time I lead them. LDCs are
a great opportunity to work
side-by-side with youth, as
equals — I especially like modeling youth/adult co-leader-
ship to other adults.”

An LDC can be a useful tool in-promoting youth
empowerment in your district. For more information, or an
LDC Planning Guide, call the Youth Office in Boston.
Buccieri sums it up when he says, “I believe in the future of
YRUU, and I can meet it at LDCs.”

If you would like to attend an LDC, get in touch with
your district youth organization (often called the Youth Adult
Committee or a District Youth Council). If you don’t know what
a YAC is or whether or not your district has one, call the friendly
Youth Council Representative for your district listed on page four
of this very publication. They should be able to tell you what UU.
_youth programming is going on in your neck of the woods.

A New YPS!

A Rety BRUY
Programs
Snevialist
graces the
Ballotwed
balls of 53
PBeacon Ht.

Hi, I'm Kathy Daneman and I'm the newest YPS. | have absolutely noideawhatI'mdoing, so
everyone is going to have just bear with me. I'm a junior at the University of Kansas where I'm
majoring inmagazine journalism. I've lived in Kansas for nine years and I've heard a//the Oz jokes.
Be forewarned, | will not dignify Toto jokes with a response. _

These kinds of introductions are awkward and make me feel like I'm placing an ad in the
personals! As it were, my perks are books, films, Sylvia Plath, and the Throwing Muses. My turn-
offs are Kansas jokes, narrow-mindedindividuals withoutasense ofhumor, vegetables thatbounce
(After anear-fatal experienceinthe supermarket, |amheartily convinced thateggplants are mass-
produced by rubber companies), and not being able to see who I'm writing to. '

This should be agreatyear and I'mlooking forward to meeting as many UUyouthas careto

shake my hand!

In Memory of Yitzhak Rabin
1922 - 1995

This Jssue of Synapse, with a theme of Violence and Jntolerance, is dedicated to the late prime minister of Israel

who was assasinated November 4, 1995 while Synapse was in production. His death irenically followed a rally
for peace attended by over 100,000 people. Though Yitzhak Rabin was a soldier and military leader for most
of his Life, he was sincerely committed to making peace between Israelis and Palestinians in the Middle East. May
we all learn from his example and continue to work for greater peace in our lives and with each other.




The YRUU Steering
Committee

Mass. Bay
Eva Owens
27 Martin Street
Acton, MA 01720-3535
(508) 263-6994

Pacific Southwest
Lexie Aliotti
4211 Middlesex Dr.
San Diego, CA
92116
(619) 281-3848

" GA Youth Caucus
Business Manager
Carl Cade
2934 Ford St. #9
Oakland, CA 94601
(510) 532-3545
(415) 647-3549

Ohio Valley
Phoebe Hanshew
2012 E. Hillside Dr.
Bloomington, IN
47401
(812) 334-0540

Connecticut Valley
Ben Wellemeyer
135 Green Rd.
Manchester, CT
06040
(203) 649-1051

POA
Alison Purcell
University Inn
1000 Patterson #68327
Eugene, OR 97401
(503) 346-9657

Adult At-Large
Drake Baer
650 Rosedale Rd.
Princeton, NJ 08540
(609) 921-6012

- UUA Board
Phyllis Daniel
4329 Dina Ct.
Cypress, CA 90630
(714) 527-7001

Adult-At-Large
Edith Parker
1735 Woodland Ave. #68
East Palo Alto, CA 94303
(415) 322-4339
Adult-At-Large
Steve Buccieri
15 West Court Terr.
Arlington, MA 02174
(617) 646-9618
Adult At-Large
Elea Kembler
37 Morrison Ave. #2
Somerville, MA 02144
(617) 623-9944
Adult At-Large
Debra Faulk
#38 700 Grenville Av.
Victoria, B.C.
CANADA V9A 6L6
(604) 380-7267
Adult At-Large
Jerry Winsett
5445 Whisper Creek Ln
Wilmington, NC 28409-2591
(910) 452 0728
Ballou Channing
Lucy Grinnell
22 Chapel Street
Duxbury, MA 02332
(617) 934 0702
Central Mass.
Tom Innis
267 Pleasant St.
Paxton, MA 01612
(508) 753-4950
Central Midwest
Dylan McConaghy
W163 S7958 Bay Lane Pl.
Muskego, WI 53150

(414) 422-1896
Desert
Cody Saxton
1310 Las Lomas Rd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87106
(505) 244-1607
Florida
Sarah Hinds
1417'NW 6th Pl.
Gainesville, FL. 32603
(904) 377-1352
Joseph Priestley
Morgan "Cid" Lynn
22600 Aquasco Rd.
Agquasco, MD 20608
(301) 888-1018
Metro New York
Sandy Schneider
-271 Eccleston PI.
Maywood, NJ 07607
(201) 843-1678
Michigan
Elissa Trumbull
24565 S. Cromwell
Franklin, MI 48025
(810) 855-4258
Mid-South .

To be announced
Mountain
Maureen Turnbull
1516 W. Lake St
Ft. Collins, CO 80521
(303) 493-0787
New Hampshire/Vermont
Kirsten Amann
25 Bloody Brook Rd.
Amberst, NH 03021
(603) 672-2907
Northeast
Jon-Jon Lander
P.O. Box 170
Alfred, ME
04002
(207) 324-3143
Ohio-Meadyville
Jarred Forman
5677 Wiclif St NE
N. Canton, OH 44721
(216) 492-3045
Prairie Star
Alex Moe
3077 Lydia Ct.
Roseville, MN 55113
(612) 639-1013
Pacific Northwest
Erica Boberg
10660 SW North Dakota
Tigard, OR 97223
(503) 639-2342
Pacific Central
Malcolm Pullinger
2209 Westmoreland Ct.
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
(510) 939-6560
Saint Lawrence
Melissa Laferla-Steel
50 Golfwood Dr.
Hamilton, ONT, L9C 6W3
CANADA
(905) 574-8987
Southwest
Bryan Richardson
4321 S. Birmingham Ave
Tulsa, OK 74105
(918) 743-1496
Thomas Jefferson
Vanessa King
103 Shale Place
Charlottesville, VA

' 22902
(804) 977-0542
Western Canada
Marki "K. Sparki" Sveen
9308 26th Street SW -
Calgary, Alberta
CANADA T2V 4G9
(403) 251-1452
C*SAC
Ellen Sale
1502 Hampton Rd.
Charleston, WV 25314
(304) 344-3701

Transitional Age-Range Rep.

Dore Mendelsberg

380 Plaza Road N.

Fair Lawn, NJ 07410
(201) 794-7871

If you want information,

contact these people

About Youth Council...

Youth Council (YC) is the governing
body of YRUU. It is made up of youth
representatives from all the districts, three
at-large youth, seven at-large adults, and
the YRUU Steering Committee. For one
week each summer, YC reviews and sets
the annual goals and priorities for conti-
nental YRUU.

Youth Council met at Oglethorpe Univer-
sity, located on one of the 13 Peachtree Roads
in Atlanta. YC '95 was greeted by the Mid-
South District's President and Executive, Rev.

Joan Armstrong and Roger Comstock, respec-
tively. Later in the week, YC was also graced
with the presence of Denny Davidoff, the
UUA Moderator. In her short time at
Oglethorpe, she managed to give an inspiring

Old/New Steering Committee (New is underlined), left to right, Back Row:
Phyllis Daniel, Drake Baer, Paul Wardlow, Ben Wellemever, Ashley Sveen,
Alison Purcell, Jonah Eller-Isaacs, Derek McTaggert, Rachel Reed (Youth
Office).Front Row: Marc Loustau, Eva Owens, Carl Cade, Michacla Agate-

Mays (baby), Lexie Aliotti, Phoebe Hanshew, and Jory Agate (Youth Office).

talk and co-lead two workshops.

Sean Ramsey, former YRUU Programs Spe-
cialist, served as this year's Youth Council Moderator.
Sean deserves several hundred rounds of applause for
keeping YC moving despite obscenely high tempera-
tures, broken air-conditioning, and meals that all seemed
very similar to one another.

The highlight of the trip for many Youth
Council members, depending on how much they con-
sumed, was a visit to the Coca-Cola Museum. After

walking through the world's most highly concentrated collec-
tion of propaganda and memorabilia, tourists are able to drink
their fill (and then some) of Coke products from all around the
world.

With enough caffeine to last for weeks, Youth
Council passed 13 resolutions! Short explanations of each
appear below. For complete copies of the resolutions, contact
your YCR (at left). If you're interested in being on Youth

Council, see the At-Large Application on the back page!

Resolutions passed by the —
1995 YRUU Youth Council: e—

— ISR

Second Year Bylaw Amendment
O Resolution Raising the Maximum age of a YRUU Programs Specialist

After being passed by YC '94, this resolution need to be passed by the UUA Board of Trustees and YC
'95 to take effect. Having done so, the upper age range of a YRUU Programs Specialist has changed from 20 to
22. :

First Year Bylaw Amendment
O Resolution on the Creation of a Canadian Youth At-Large Position

Requests that a new position be added to Youth Council with the specific designation of Canadian Youth
At-Large. This resolution must be passed by the UUA Board of Trustees and YC '96 to take effect.

Resolutions
Q Resolution on the Acceptance of Youth as Individuals in Congregations

Encourages congregations to welcome all youth, regardless of their parents' religious affiliation.
Q Resolution on YRUU Involvement with Interweave

Asks Steering Committee to investigate ways to get involved with Interweave, the UU grass-roots
organization for Gay, Lesbian, and-Bisexual people.
O Resolution to Make a Social Action Coordinator Packet

Mandates the Continental SAC to develop a packet containing social action activities, ideas, and other’
relevant materials. The packet shall be distributed to all district SACs and updated by each successive C*SAC. -
O Resolution to Develop a Resource to Aid Compromise in Dealing with Smoking Issues

Commissions Steering Committee to develop a resource packet, containing tactics and suggestions, that
addresses cigarette smoking at district YRUU events. The packet shall be brought to YC 96 for-approval and
thereafter be available through the Youth Office.
Q Resolution to Create a Spiritual Youth Anthology

Mandates that the Youth Office begin collecting and organlzmg ftems that could eventually be placed in
a Splntual Youth Anthology.
O Resolution for Support of incoming Youth Council Representatlves

Mandates YCRs to recommend, in their districts, a mentorship process between retiring and incoming
YCRs to facilitate the succession of leadership. This resolution is also to be pIaced onthe YC agenda annually.

1 O Resolution for Local Actlon towards Social Action

Encourages local youth groups to work with neighboring youth groups for the purpose of social action.
YCRs and SACs are encouraged to support this networking.
Q Resolution to Update The Post-High Survival Kit

Mandates the Youth Office to update the kit, with help fromthe Young Adult Ministries Oﬁ' ice and C*UUYAN
(Continental UU Young Adult Network). Also requires that (A) the contact listings in the kit be updated annually,
and (B) that the kit be advertised in various publications.
O Resolution on Continental Conference Site Selection

Mandates the Youth Office to seek sites which will accommodate the projected number of apphcants
Estimates are to be made based on the number of applicants is prior years.
Q Resolution for Social Action Coordinator Information .

Mandates that all future YC pre-packets include a list of available adults involved in social action and youth
SACs, and a the contacts for the UUSC (Service Committee) and UU-UNO (United Nations Office). All YCRs are
charged to submit their SAC information. )
Q Resolution to add Social Action Emphasis to Youth Council

Mandates that each Youth Council have either a workshop or working group focused on social action.
Additionally, there shall be adequate time during the C*SAC's report for feedback and suggestions fromYCRs. The
Youth Office is mandated to add the time allotment to the YC agenda after consulting with the C*SAC.




~ Con Con was held this year at The Mountain in North Carolina. This is the About Con Con... _
third time Con Con has been held at the Mountain, and they loved us! The staff and Con Con is the Continental Conference of YRUU. It usually
conferees all did a wonderful job of acting responsibly while having a good time. occurs sometime in early August, and the site rotates around the USA

The site had a big effect on the energy of the conference. The Mountain is and Canada. Con Conners have the opportunity to participate in week-
one of the higher points on the Highland_Plateau, which happens to be a temperate long workshops, one-shot workshops, worships, coffechouse, and
rainforest. The vegetation and ecology are very delicate and command agreatdeal | o great activities. '
of respect and care from Mountain staff and its visitors: ' o Con registration is on a first-come, first-served basis. Only

Meditation Rock, one of The Mountain's highlights, offers an incredible fifteen youth are admitted from any one district prior to the registration
view of the North Carolina wilderness. (A crowd of thirty Con Conners was awake deadline. ' '
to see the sunrise on the final day. It's almost worth going to The Mountain just for
the sunrise!) T

Other highlights of the week included: sweat lodge ceremonies, folk
dancing, a tremendously fun game called Bombers, hikes, beautiful worships, lots
of singing, very, very good food, coffeehouse, and a LARGE amount of rain.

. & .

The Energy Coordinator facilitates meetings of the Spirit Committee,
which is responsible for paying attention to the overall mood of the
conference community, and the Energy Committee, which deals with
conference rule infractions. She or he also coordinates wake-up,
energizes spirit circle each morning, and leads the rules discussion at orientation.

The Spécial Events Coordinator plans and runs all-camp activities, including events such as the Coffee House, the dance, and the Super-
Secret All-Camp activity. :

The Touch Group Coordinator works directly with the leaders of th,giconference;s touch groups. She or he facilitates daily meetings of
all touch group leaders to disseminate and gather information and ideas for the facilitation of touch groups.

The Worship Coordinator leads the Worship Workshop, which isbresponsible for planning and running nighily all-camp worship services.

The Workshop Coordinator works with the workshop leaders. He or she coordinates the week-long workshops’location and registration,
and also coordinates and publicizes daily “one-shot” workshops led by members of the conference community. ‘
The Adult Coordinator looks out for the adults at Con Con, helpingtokeep themhealthy, happy, and well-adjusted through faéilitating daily
~ adultmeetings and representing adults’ concernsat staff meetings. This person should haveaclear understanding of youth-led programming,

and aknowledge of the role of adults as advisors. =~ =+ e
The Chaplain s a spiritual resource for the conference community. This person does £10t hee‘d fobe an ord;ained uu fﬁiﬁisfér,‘ ’Bﬁi'éhould
have anunderstanding of youth’s spiritual needs. He orshe works with the Worship Coordinators to plan nightly worships for the community.
¢ In the past, the Chaplain has lead small gatherings such as early morning worships, dream sharing, and reflective discussion times. The
Chaplain should be a good listener available to individuals who seek counseling, and is asked to attend meetings of the Spirit Committee.

- TheLogistics Coordinator is preferably from the local area (The Campis45 miles Eastof Portland; someone from Portland would be fine).

This personisresponsible for coordinating transportation between the airportand the site, arranging any home hospitality needed before Con
. Con, setting up a bank account in the local area, and handling Con Con’s finances (with the help of the Youth Office). This person will be
- rzsponsible for recruiting and coordinating the Gopher. - - ’

Support Sta..ff Positions:

The MugBook Editorisresponsible for photographing eachconference participant, photographing conference events, and editingandlayingoutthe
MugBook, whichis similartoa “yearbook” of the conference. The Mug Book is distributed to conferees onthe final day of Con Con.

TheLifeguard is responsible for coordinating swimming times for the conference community, and.being‘present and watchful during those
times! This person must be certified in lifeguarding and CPR. »

TheGopherisa position foran adult or youth, 18 or older, from the local area. The gopher makes daily runs to the nearest town for supplies,
medical needs, and snacks to sell. This person should have a car, or should be able to use a rental car (one must be over age 25 to rent cars).

The Nurse is responsible for creating, monitoring, and enforcing health and safety standards during Con Con. She orhe mustbea registered
nurse, and must be willing to be available whenever needed during the conference. Before Con Con, the nurse purchases and transports
needed supplies for the infirmary, which he or she will staff during Con Con.

Workshop Leaders:

Each week-long workshop is composed of four two-hour meeting times, and will have approximately 20-25 participants each. YRUU
Steering Committee is looking for youth and adults to lead week-long workshops that
relate to the theme “Back to the Earth”. ’

Core staff, the nurse, and the mugbook editor will have their travel and registration expenses covered. Other Support Staff and all
Workshop Leaders have their registration covered, with some funds available for transportation scholarships. Please state your financial
needs in your-application. Core staff members will attend a pre-conference planning meeting at Camp Arrah Wanna March 8-

10,forwhichalle2ensoswillbeﬂaid. Allstaffwill arriveat Con Cononenightearlyfor finalplanning,
To Apply:

Senda letter Of intent, specifying the positidn(s) you are interested in, and describing
your ideas, visions, skills, and related experience, to the YRUU Steering Committee. If you
have any questions, call the Youth Office at (617) 742-2100 x351, or 352.

YRUU Steering Committee
¢/o The Youth Office
25Beacon St.
Boston, MA 02108
fax(617)523-4123

org -

L Applicationsmustbepostmarkedorreceivednolater thanJanuary5,1996. j
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VIOLENCE mi Intolerance:

"She's a _Sad Tomaro...". REM., from Crush With Eyeliner.

by Rachel Reed -

[ don't consider myself a violent or intolerant person. I don't think that I could ever attack
someone with the intention to do real harm, except pethaps if my own life was threatened. 1 despise
guns of any sort, and intend never to have one in my home. Yet, violence and intolerance have
entered my life in many different ways.

i Growing up in Arizona, [ knew people who often used guns for hunting or "sportsman-
ship." Unfortunately, I also saw guns used as status symbols and scare tactics. My high school was
in an area with a mix of wealthy upper- and middle-class white students and predominately lower-
income Mexican-Americans. Guns and gang violence were not a huge problem, nor were they
completely unseen. There were gang members at my school who were involved in violent
altercations, but drive-by shootings were not a daily occurance. I knew of students, mostly wealthier
males, who brought guns to school in the trunks of their cars to show off to the rest of "the guys."
I saw guns at parties used as a threat to scare off

a random act of violence. Ok, so it was a somewhat humorous act of violence — it's not every day
you're struck with a Flying Green Tomato (ugh, that was bad). Even if it did seem funny, it still
resulted in physical pain and a swollen-shut eye. That was the only time that I have ever been
physically hurt, on purpose, by another human being - and it wasn't even because they didn't like me!
It was just some neighborhood kids that I don't even know, being stupid and mean.
Unfortunately, many youth are the perpetrators or recipients of this kind of random
violence. It's the classic time-waster: bully is bored, bully sees innocent wimpy bystander, bully
beats on wimp. Incidents between youth can be seriously hurtful, but they are often laughed off by
either or both parties involved. I think that random violence is motivated by something different than
violence initiated by intolerance. When taken to the extreme, random violence is embodied by the
kinds of horrible crimes whose motivation is hard to explain: stranger rape, serial killings, and drive-
' by shootings of innocent people as a "test" for entrance

unwanted guests. I witnessed a few major fist-fights
(even onme was too many). Despite these incidents,
violence was not something that I thought about every
day. ' :
Intolerance is another matter entirely. Intoler-
ance was and still is daily fare in the public school
system. I don't know if people are just ignorant, or if they
feel the need to belittle others in order to make them-
selves feel more important. In any case, I have wit-
nessed discrimination among youth because of race,
seX, socio-economic status, gender, sexual orientation,
and political or religious convictions. Intolerance at my
high school revealed itself most often through verbal

No diversity training is going
to automatically get at the root of
what makes bored youth feel the
need to bombard passersby
with unripe vegetables.

into a gang. This type of random violence is harder to fight
because there doesn't seem to be a concrete reason for it.
No amount of diversity training is going to automatically
get at the root of what makes your average bored youth
feel the need to bombard passersby with unripe vegetables
-- or to shoot out the windshield of every third car on the
highway, for that matter.

So, what can we do? I think that the motivation for
random violence grows out of living in a society that no
longer values the golden rule. American youth are
bombarded with the ideas, images, and daily realities of
a society which says, "It's a dog-eat-dog world out there.

_ Shit happens. You are only responsible for yourself." 1

harassment and the exclusivity of cliques, but was also
the impetus behind acts of violence. Intolerance of any kind, taken to its extreme, can result in an
act of violence. I have directly experienced intolerance, but it's expression as physical violence
against me was not always a tangible concem. ) .

Up until I started college, I had the privilege of not worrying too much about how violence
might directly affect me. When I began attending a women's college two years ago, I became more
aware of the ways sexism and racism are inherent in the systems of violence and "justice” in this
country. When I chose to cut off all my hair, I realized that I was more likely to find myself in violent
situations because of how I looked. My first concern was that people might think that I was a
skinhead and try to start a fight with me. My other concern was that because I had extremely short
hair, I was more likely to become a victim of gay-bashing due to stereotyped assumptions about my
sexual orientation. However, these were still somewhat abstract concerns over how other people's
intolerance might become violence against me. My most recent encounter with violence had
nothing to do with intolerance. It had to do with a tomato.

Yep, a tomato! A very large, very green, very hard tomato. A tomato which recently flew
through the air at a very high speed and connected with the side of my head. 1 was the victim of

think people are losing the ability to walk in‘one another's
shoes. We all need to ask ourselves some tough questions: Have I ever committed violence, even
in jest, against another person? Your answer is probably yes. Have I ever stood by as another person
was a victim, and done nothing? I unfortunately know that I have, even if it was as seemingly
harmless as being a silent passenger in a car when a friend launched a full Slurpee out the window
at an innocent pedestrian. Have I ever been the victim of violence? I hope the answer for most of
you is "no," but I suspect otherwise.

Part of the solution to violence is for us, within reason and safety, to take a stand against
violence and intolerance whenever we can. The turn our country has taken has led to valuing rugged
individualism over any concern for social inequities. This political climate has contributed to
rampant apathy, especially among youth. If we're not part of the solution, are we part of the problem?
Our Unitarian Universalist Principles and Purposes state that we promote justice, equity and
compassion in human relations. Where is the justice in violence? As UUs, we say that we value
the inherent worth and dignity of every person. We need back up our words with our actions. We
need remember how to love our neighbors as ourselves. You never know when the next bullet (or
tomato) will come flying towards you.
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YOUth Spealk Out!

We Have Met the Enemy, and It Is Us.

by Evan Manfzel

CIWUT R UY INUCHEL INEEU

Violence is under attack; media and politicians everywhere are drawing attention to violent
crime and crying for solutions. We are increasingly tough on criminals, with longer mandatory
sentences, more policing, and increased use of the death penalty. We erronously presume we are
being tough on crime and violence. The question of whether it is right to be "tough” on toughness
still remains unresolved. However, a larger problem is why the focus of anti-violence efforts is
against a small segment of society that is often stereotyped as

all of us want, is a villain: someone to blame for all the bad things happening in our cities, our towns,

our lives. Yet abuse and violence cannot be blamed on one person, or even a small segment of our
society. Abuse and violence are integral to our society, and have become part of our everyday
routine, from name-calling to rape, screaming to murder, door slamming to racism. We abuse our
minds, our bodies, our environment, and, eventually, our fellow humans. We lean to abuse in a

: variety of complex ways, just as our society's "criminals"

poor, young, and black, rather than trying to heal society as a
whole.

I spiritually believe retribution has no place in
civilized society. Forcing someone to feel pain simply does
not contribute to justice. On a practical level, as well, revenge
is only marginally successful at deterring crime. For example,
in the past fifteen years, our prison population and spending on
prisons has tripled, but violent crime rates have remained
level.  Furthermore, imprisonment creates more- crime -
thousands of men are raped every day in prison. Assault and
verbal or psychological abuse are even more prevalent. Our
cotrections system takes abusive people and abuses them.
This, more than the lack of mandatory sentences, would seem

The only way to effectively respond
to abuse is to take responsibility
Jor our individual actions. We have
to learn to listen, accept our weak-
nesses, celebrate our strengths, and
confront violence.

learn to be physically violent.

Violence and abuse are cultural. Our society has
yet to treat most forms of violence and abuse seriously, as
we are usually survivors, perpetrators, or both. Acquain-
tance rape is far more prevalent than stranger rape, pluto-
cratic and hierarchical power abuse far more prevalent than
drug wars. Identifying a trend as cultural does not mean that
it is any less an issue of personal responsibility. Einstein
once estimated it would only take six percent of the popu-
lation actively working for peace to transform society.

intolerance, and abuse can touch hundreds of lives, inspire

to lead to recidivism (committing more offenses upon release).
We could all learn from the story of a young runaway; Evan Cutler. Cutler ran away from
home at fifteen, into a life of prostitution, drug use, molestation, abuse, and rape. He has since written
and self-published an account of his experiences. As he began his work to recount his experiences,
he received a smattering of offers to publish his book or convert it into a TV-movie. The offers had
but one restriction: he would have to explain why he ran away. Cutler refused.
What the editors wanted, what those pushing mandatory-sentence legislation want, what

U let ws labor in hope . T
S for the dawning of a new day
- without hatred, violence, and injustice. . Let us nuture.
N\ i the lives of the greatest of mien and women,
the rays of whose lamps still- illumine our way.

-from a piayer by Phillip Hewett ,

I'don't subscribe to the idea that non-violence is cowardice. When people are
involved in something constructive, trying to bring about change, they tend to -
“be less violent than those who are not engaged in rebuilding or in anything

creative. Non-violence forces one to be creative; it forces any leader to go to -

the people and get them involved so that they can come forth with new ideas. -
I'think that once people understand the strength of non-violence -- the force N
it generates, the love it creates, the response that it brings from the total |

community -- they will not be willing to abandon it easily. *  —Cesar Chare-

_/ others, and create a real solution to violence. Other at-
tempts are hollow and ineffective in comparison.

The only way to effectively respond to abuse is to take responsibility for our individual
actions. We have to learn to listen, to accept our weaknesses, celebrate our strengths, and to
confront violence. We have to learn not to abuse our power, not to hit, not to abuse ourselves. We
have to stop yearning for a villain and become heroes. Quiet heroes whose peace Speaks volumes.

Cutler's book, Runaway Me: A Survivor's Story (ISBN 1-884607-1 5-2)isavailablefrom A Blooming Press Co. at 1-800-210-TEEN.

The YWCA Week Without Violence

The YWCA of the United States initiated
a Week Without Violence October 15-21,
1995.  Each day of the week had a
different theme: A Day of Rememberance,
Protecting Our Children, Making Our
Schools Safe, Confronting Violence
Against Women, Facing Violence Among
Men, Eliminating Racism and Hate Crime,
and Replacing Violence with Sports and
Fitness. ‘

A world without
Violence -

begins with imagining a
place. A place where loved
ones, friends, neighbors and
co-workers are free to live
their lives without violence.
A place where differences are
cause for celebration, not
focal points of hate. A place
where your race, ethnicity,
sexual orientation, age and
religion would invoke appre-
ciation, curiosity and re-
spect - not fear and spite.

If you've got five minutes, a couple of
hours, a week -- or the rest of your life --

there is something YOU can

do to end violence:

Talk with family, friends, neighbors, and co-
workers abouthow different our world would be ifthe
threat of violence was gone from our lives. Children
can draw pictures of a world without violence and
send them to local crime reporters and newspaper
editorial boards.

Write your political leaders and let
them know how violence has had an
effect on your life and what your world
without violence would belike. Youcan
identify your congressperson by calling
(202) 225-3121. You can write Presi-
dent Clinton at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave-
nue, Washington, D.C. 20500

Learn about
conflictresolution.
It puts punches,
slaps, and kicks
back in the gym,
and teaches men
and women how to
talk about prob-
lems, not fight. If
youareinvolvedin
activities that pro-
motealternativesto
violence, tell report-
erswhat youare do-
ing to make your
community safer.

Chal | enge the government
to do more to prevent drug and
alcohol abuse. Many acts of
violence are committed when
people are drunk or high.

Think about how you spend your
money. Do you support games, movies,
videos, or cd's that promote violence?
Do you support companies that profit
from violence, like gun manufacturers?
Write them and tell them why you will |
‘not be giving them your business any
longer. And better yet, give your busi-
ness to companies that actively support

non-violence. ‘

Create safe places in your
community forkidsto play and
gather. Identify a vacantlotin
your neighborhood and orga-
nize a clean-up. Keep your
porch light on. Let neighbors
and children know that your
home is a safe home.

Remember loved ones lost
to violence. Honor their spirit, |}
memory and families. Orga- |
nize or attend a memorial ser-
vice to pay tribute to all those
murdered in your community.

This information was modified from the publicity
provided by the YWCA of the U.S.A. For more
information about their program, call (212) 614-
2747 or write the YWCA at 726 Broadway, New York,
New York 10003. They can be reached by e-mail
at: HN2062@handsnet .org

Each of us who commits to moving beyond violence, §
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GA 1995

Youth Caucus 1995 had 76 participants, including Youth Caucus staff. Jory
Agate, Sarah Gibb, Rob Cavenaugh, and Rachel Reed attended from the Youth
Office; Lisa Rubin (a DRE from Burlington, VT), was the Youth Caucus adult for the
third year; Carl Cade acted as this year's General Assembly Youth Caucus Business
Manager and Liaison to Youth Council.

About Youth Caucus...

Youth Caucus is a service provided by
the Youth Office at every General As-
sembly. Youth Caucus meets to discuss
regular GA business, with emphasis on
resolutions. In past years Youth Caucus
The Youth Caucus Business meetings were very productive this year and | sponsored resolutions.
each participant should be commended for their contributions. The Caucus
endorsed a resolution to allow District Presidents to vote in General Assemply, and
offered amendments to and then endorsed a resolution supporting the rightto "A Job,
AHome, AHope." Youth Caucus also submitted a substitute resolution dealing with
the radlcal right and honest campaigning.

housing at a reduced rate so that youth
can stay in the same location and afford

'96 as usual.

has successfully amended and even

The Youth Office offers youth -

Youth Caucus and the
Young Adult Focus Day

‘About General Assembly itself...
GA is the annual meeting of the Unitar-
ian Universalist Association of Congre-
gations. Each congregation is invited
to send a certain number of delegates
based on their total membership size.
Total attendance of delegates and non-
delegates is around 2,500.

GA business, including bylaw
changes and resolutions; is discussed
in plenary sessions. The afternoons

ances, banquets and barbecues.

to do so. Youth Caucus will occur at GA | and evenings feature workshops,
h d

The Brﬁaﬂging C@Temuny was sponsored by the 1995 General Assembly

Young Adult Focus Day Task Force. The basic idea of the service was developed by young
adults in the Pacific Northwest District about four years ago, as a way for congregations
to recognize and honor youth who were making the transition to young adult. It was the

: At age fourteen, | partici-
- Mead. pated in the Affirmation Program at
. my church, which was a coming-of-
e program de3|gned to help the young
people think about and articulate our beliefs.
| selected a mentor from the congregation,
who went through the program with me. There
was a service held that spring where the
young people each read a credo statement
we had written. It was a powerful experience
to be able to tell a group of people my beliefs
about the world. After the service, | signed the
“membership book.
After joining the church | grew up in,
my relationship with the UU church grew pro-
gressively more difficult forme. Sunday morn-
ing worship services were more like a lecture
and cancert series than the worship | was
used to at UU youth events. Youth worship is
usually done in a circle. Everyone is an active
participant in the worship, not a passive recipi-
ent of it. Songs sometimes took on a life of
their own, and went on almost without end.
We would dance and play and use our bodies.
People shared their thoughts and feelings
with the group, deepening our connection to
- each other. This was no longer my experi-
ence of the church. ’
| continued to be involved with my
congregation until-| moved to California to go
to college. Then for six years, | avoided going
to church and remained involved in the de-
nomination only through district youth and
young adult activities. | oftén questioned my
affiliation with Unitarian Universalism. | almost
became one of the statistics of young adults
who leave the church, never to return.
However, a year and a half ago, |
decided that | was giving up too easily. The
church had been too important to me growing
up to let go without a fight. Instead of continu-
ing to act on my feelings of hopelessness and
powerlessness, | decided to make it my church.
So | joined the Oakland church and got myself
elected to the Pacific Central District Board of
Trustees. While my experiences in both those
places have generally been positive, | contin-
ued to feel deeply divided over whether | really
wanted to' make the long term commitment
necessary to actually make it my church. My

From left to right are: -Cory Andser, Joe Green, Mara Vanderslice, Justice Waidner, Matt Johnson, Kate O
 Reed, Rob Cavenaugh, Marc Loustan, Sarah Gibb, David Taylor, Aurora Stowell , Derek McTaggert, and

A o , o
ransifions

Kevin McCulloch, a young adult and former YRUUer, spoke during the Young Adult
Focus Day Program at GA 95. This is an adapted version of his speech.

Theld my UU values dearly and didn’t
want to abandon them, but in my first year of
college I changed faster than those values would
allow. By the next summer I knew that a return
to youth group would be useless, yet adult ser-
vicesseemed equally as useless: ministerscontin-
ued to preach the same sermons I heard when I
was six. Idiscovered, tomyhorror, that although [§
I still believed in the Principles and Purposes of

~ our Association, they had ceased to capture my
imagination. These values are central to under- §
standing ourselves as
UUs, and they were a
fundamental part of my
childhood. ButIcannot
be nourished in the
present while living in
the past. If all our move-
ment can offer me is the incessant celebration of
values I accepted and lived as a youth, then all it
can offer me by way of religious experience is
nostalgia—a hollow, useless thing, 1need to test
-my values, to have them challenged and learn
their limitations, to reject them and dlscover
them all over again.

Many of the people raised Unitarian
Universalist like me seek deeper religious experi-
ence by studying for the ministry. Isuspect that
[ would make a decent seminarian, but I hate the
thought that I might become a professional min-
ister not because of my desire to minister to
others, but because my chosen faith failed to
minister to me. There is a place here for me—I
can feel it—but I have not yet found it.

I was raised in the same Unitarian
Universalist congregation where my parents
were matried in 1969. It was there, in pre-
school, that I learned to think of myself as a
Unitarian Universalist. As an eighth grader, I
experienced the About Your Sexuality Cur-
riculum. As a self-doubting adolescent, I dis-
covered a community of peers who lived their
humanitarian values to an almost unbelievable
extent.

In the spring of 1990, my name was
listed among the gradu-
ating seniors in our
congregation’s annual
Serviceof the Living Tra-
dition. Often,graduat-
ing seniors had to be
firmly reminded thatthe
high school program was no longer for them.
A sense of loss—a sudden and irretrievable
wrenching away from the community that
makes you whole—was common among my
friends as they graduated from YRUU. None-
theless,Iwasreadytoleave. Iwouldbe attend-
ing the college of my choice and all I cared
about were the new horizons to explore. My

| congregation sang my praises, gave me a hug
and a flower and sent me on my way. I was
filled with faith in human potential and the
desire to do right, and my congregation knew
-it was sending forth the most promising of
creatures: one who was raised Unitarian Uni-
versalist. '

A sense of loss—

a sudden and irretrievable wrenching
away from the community that makes
you whole—
was common among my friends as they
graduated from YRUU.

first time such a service was done at General Assembly.

The service was meant to be an inspiration to congregations across the country,
motivating them to hold a special service each year to honor and celebrate the transition
of their youth. Though many congregations sponsor a "farewell" service for graduating
seniors, a Bridging Ceremony is also a "welcome",
cycles of life will become a GA Tradition as well.

Just over 20 youth took part in the ceremony, though altogether close to 85
names were read and recognized. UUA President John Buehrens, UUA Moderator Denny
Davidoff, Young Adult Ministries Coordinator Donna DiSciullo and Youth Programs
Director Jory Agate all participated in the ceremony.

Young Adults & General Aemﬂ)ly

Adapted froma sermon entitled 'Dreams and Goals,” given by young adult John
‘ Benford to the first Unitarian Church of Oakland, CA.

Hopefully, this celebration of the

feellngs ranged from wantmg to become a
minister-to wanting to leave the church for-.
ever. .
Then ! went to General Assembly

for the first time this year. It was like coming. .
home. Itwas very clearto me that the people
who are shaping our denomination have the
same vision | do of the purpose of religion
‘and are moving ours in that direction. There
was a Young Adult Focus Day this year,
where the denomination began to examine

‘the contradictions between youth and adult

experiences of our religion. UUA Moderator
Denny Davidofffacilitated the daily three hour
business sessions of over 1100 delegates
with grace and humor. She is transforming
these business sessions from grueling de-
bates on punctuation and other trivial mat-
ters into a forum for Unitarian Universalists to
collectively assert ourselves in the world.
Norman Lear, television producer and
founder of People for the American Way,
delivered the Ware lecture. He spoke
movingly of his personal spiritual struggles
and of finding the essence of religion in
ordinary human qualities. The Young Adult
Caucus turned three years oid. It is rapidly
developing into a significant denominational
voice for young adults. Racial Justice pro-

. gramming at GA entered its third year, and

the conversation is moving through white
guiltand defensiveness into constructive dia-
logue. And perhaps most importantly, our
worship is becoming more spiritual, more
passionate, and more central to our gather-
ings. '

| felt a sense of pride in what we
have done as a religion, and hope for what
we can do that | have never felt before,
especially notas an adult. | once again expe-
rienced Unitarian Universalism as a force for
human liberation. Our principles and pur-
poses, passionately feltand powerfully acted
upon, representaformidable weapon against
hopelessness and injustice in the world. My
faith was restored, and | remembered why
religion, and ours in particular, is important to
me. Love js the most powerful force in the
universe.
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General Assembly 1996 has a Youth Focus!

With the help of the Youth Office, the GA Planning Committee, and several other
supporting groups, the Youth Focus Task Force will sponsor over 25 events,
workshops, and worships all relating to youth. Though past Focus programs have
taken place on a single day, the Youth Focus will occur throughout General
Assembly.

It is estimated that between 200 and 300 youth will attend GA this year.
Please note, however, that neither the Youth Focus programming nor Youth Caucus
are YRUU sponsored events. All youth are expected to participate fully in General
Assembly. See if your congregation will make you a delegate!

If you're interested in attending General Assembly, now is a good time to
start "campaigning" for both delegate status and financial support. The more
involved you are in your congregation, .the better your chances will be. Many
congregations have money set aside to help delegates attend GA. The Youth Focus
has also prompted some congregations and districts to set aside money specifically
for youth. If yours has not, try asking them to do so! '

The Youth Office will be distributing some scholarship money in the spring.
No specific information regarding the amount or number of scholarships is available
yet. There is one great way to improve your chances of getting a scholarship, and
that is to GET INVOLVED! There are many opportunities on this very page to help
out with the Youth Focus. The opportunities are there for you!

Every youth under the age of 18 participating in General Assembly
must have a parent or sponsor who is also attending G.A. Parents and
sponsors are responsible for youth attending GA. One adult may sponsor up
to three youth.

Neither the Youth Focus nor the Youth Caucus is a YRUU conference.
The Youth Office and Youth Focus Task Force do not provide supervision for
any youth attending GA.

Here's some ways YOU can get involved!

The Youth Focus Task Force drafted these goals for the Youth Focus and
its participants:

' 1.

To
have

, fun!
2. To feel good about youth; to understand and appreciate that youth

are an important part of our denomination with many gifts to share.

3. To put "hands and feet" on our principles; to leave with
concrete materials and specific action plans.
4. To model a safe and inclusive community that
fosters trust, respect, communication,
and understanding between
youth and adults.
5. To understand
the nature of
ministry with youth
and the necessity of
consistent, ongoing adult support.
6. To understand and appreciate youth empowerment.
7. To leave General Assembly with a "Hey, I can and will!"" attitude.

LEAD A WORKSHOP!

In your proposal, please include: (1) A short list of your qualifications; (2) A title
and summary of your workshop; (3) A description of your workshop for the GA
program in fifty words or less; and (4) What you will need financially to attend

1,1996. We will review them and contact you by the

Force no later than Janu:
end of the month. '

CONSIDERATIONS:  Your proposal should relate to youth, youth programming,
youth issues, etc. It is very important that Youth Focus Programs model shared
leadership between youth and adults. Therefore, we encourage youth and adults
to co-lead workshops. If you have an idea, try and find someone to help you out!

The following is a list of possibilities for workshops. It is not complete or
binding in any way; we welcome submissions on all topics.

A day in the life of a-youth conference. Advisor recruitment and
support. AYS and the youth experience. Building a YAC. Consen-
sus model of conducting meetings. Continental YRUU. Developing
rules (district and/or local). Fund-raising/Finances. Games for
youth (groups). History of LRY/YRUU. Hosting a conference (how
and why). Inclusion of youth with non-UU parents. Les/Bi/Gay/Trans
youth. Outreach to non-YRUU youth. Parents of teens. Relations
between youth groups and M/DREs and Ministers. Sexuality: Its role
in YRUU.  Social action and YRUU. Starting/maintaining a local
youth group. Starting a gay/straight alliance in your high school.
Transitions: Into YRUU, Out of YRUU. Youth and stereotypes: what
fits and what doesn't. Youth considering the ministry.

Remember: Submissions on any topic are welcomed!

"GA 1996 is June 20-25,

%ﬁ | A COF FEEHOUSE MC is needed to select acts and run the

General Assembly. It must be postmarked or received by the Youth Focus Task s

show. This individual should be appreciative of creative talent. This
individual should also like audiences and spotlights.

A GA REPORTER ;s r‘ﬁeeded to write aboﬁt the

activities of the youth focus. These writings will be used in the :

daily GA newsletter and in other publications too numerous to mention. This
individual should have excellent writing skills. Journalistic and/or newspaper
experience is a plus. :

Your application must be postmarked or received by the Task Force no
later than January 1, 1996. It should include: (1) A cover letter from
you stating your visions for the position and your qualifications; (2) A
recommendation letter from a youth; and (3) A recommendation
letter from an adult.

Send All Applications to:
The Youth Focus Task Force
c/o The Youth Office
25 Beacon Street
Boston, MA (02108
(617) 742-2100
fax (617) 523-4123
Email: yruu@uua.org

The applicants se-
lected for these positions will
have their GA housing and
registration paid. Depend-
ing on the needs of the indi-
vidual, additional funds are
available to offset travel ex-
penses.

The Youth Focus is funded in part by the Fund for Unitarian Universalism.

PR
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,More GA-‘,1»996 In'formation!: *

. The GA. YOUTH FOCUS TASK FO:RCE
' is now accepting nominatlons for.l

THE BEST. YOUTH ADVISOR IN THE WORLD!

tendance ‘at GA, in addmon oW
much-overdue recogmtlon celebrlty sta-
tus, and “undying love and support of'_
youth everywhere : i
Send Nominations to: R Sed.
The GA Youth: Focus Task Force c/o The Youth Orfice - 25 Blal:on sneet anlnn Mﬂ 02108
= (6T1)- 742-2100 ext. 351, 352, 35(! 355 FAN- (61): 528-4123 y@uua.org:
The Youth mus nrment is mnm in nan Ty the Fand for unm llllmsﬂsi

(3) ONE letter of recomme ndation from.
anADULT inthe congregatlon or district
with Wthh the adwsor has: been affi 'xat-,

Now Showmg o L

There is some great NEW stuff available at the Youth Office
and the UUA Bookstore!

@ YACs to SACs is an essential resource

for developing and supporting district youth
programs. It is a book chock-full of excit-
ing and useful information for UU youth
everywhere! It can be purchased through
the UUA Bookstore for $12, plus $3 ship-
ping and handling. The UUA Bookstore
can be reached at 1(800) 215-9076.

@ The First-time Attendee Packet was created to help youth who are attending

their first conference to get a feel for what a UU youth "Con" is all about. It is a two-
page packet that is available free from the youth office. Great for new YRUUers!

Loming soor ...

~ The Youth Office is working on writing and updating the following publications:

& The Youth Advisor's Handbook is an excellent guide for any YRUU adult or

advisor. It is currently out of print, but the brand-new edition will be available by
General Assembly in June 1996

v An LBGT Youth Packet is in the planning stages for Lesbian, Bisexual, Gay,

and Transgendered Youth in YRUU. This packet w111 be a resource and a way for
LBGT youth to network and find suppon

é ARt You LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDERED or a STRAIGHT ALLY? )
WHAT EXPERIENCES HAVE YOU HAD IN YRUU?
DO YoU HAVE INFCRMATION THAT YOU WISH SOMEONE WOULD HAVE SRARED WITH YOU?
IF YOU ARE OF ANY SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND ARE INTERESTED IN HELPING WITH THE CREATION
OF THIS PACKET, PLEASE SEND YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS T0 RAGHEL Reen AT THE YoUTH OFricE.
u SHE WILL KEEP YOUR NAME AND INFORMATION CONFIDENTIAL IF YOU WANT HER TO. y

Q The Post-High Survival Kit is a resource for youth making the transition to

young adulthood. Itis a packet that is out-dated and is being revised.

Are you OUT OF HIGH SCHOOL or ABOUT TO GRADUATE?
ARE YOU WONDERING WHAT'S OUT THERE FOR Youc ApuLr UUs?
Do You KNOW OF EXGITING YOUNG ADULT PROGRAMS THAT YOU'D LIKE T0 SHARE STORIES ABOUT?
IF SO, PLEASE WRITE, CALL, OR EMAIL THE YOUTH OFFICE BEGAUSE WE'D LIKE YOUR ADVICE
AND INPUT ON REVISING THE Post-Hicy Survival Kir.

For more information on these or any other YRUU publications, please call the Youth
Office (617) 742-2100 ext.#355, 351, 352, 350 or email us at: -yruu@uua.org

Synapse Goes Glohal!

Did you know that Synapse has over 300 subscribers
in more than 10 countries all over the World?

The Synapse database has the names of UU youth
in the following countries: Lanada (of course -
over 200 subscribers, eh!), China, Costa Rica,
Ecuador, England, France, Germany, India, Iran
(wow! 31 subscribers - 2nd place after Canada!),
Mexico, Phillipines, the Netherlands, United King-
dom, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Even more
international youth may receive Synapse through
Church of the Larger Fellowship or other UU orga-
nizations.
We are everywhere!
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And now, for the Daily Double --
What is Unltarlan Unlversallsm"

Unitarian Universalism is not a
well-known religion. It is never an answer
on Jeopardy under the catagory "World
‘Religions" and it probably never will be.
And you know what? I'm glad. Of course
I'd also like people all over the world to
know about us, and I'd love to not have to
answer everyone's question when asked
my religion: "What did-you say?"

I said "Unitarian Universalism."
In this liberal, educated, predominately
pro-choice reli-

by Amelia Rose
science and the use of the democratic pro-
cess within our congregations and in soci-
ety at large. This means that we believe in
the fairness of group participation in select-
ing our ministers and voting for our political
representatives. The goal of world commu-

nity with peace, liberty, and justice for all.

Given the chance, we would wish for. and
work towards world peace. Wouldn't any-
one? Respect for the interdependent web of
all existence, of which we are a part. When
you think about it,

gion, there are sev-
en main principles
that our congrega-
tions agree to up-
hold. They are ba-
- sic, simple guide-
lines that anyone

One of our most basic
beliefs is that learning
and love are the keys to
finding ourselves.

there is much more to
this world than just
humans. There are
fish, trees, chimps,
flowers, cows; there
is an environment that
we have to take care

could live with.

every person.. That is basic enough. Just
believe that everyone deserves respect; we
do not believe that we are better than any-
one else. Justice, equity, and compassion
in human relations. Really listen to people
and don't take their words for granted.
Acceptance of one another and encourage-
ment to spiritual growth in our congrega-
tions. Accept the fact that we are not all
alike, and that we can all make our own
decisions, spiritually and physically. 4
free and responsible search for truth and
meaning. Be your own person - find out

of. Just like we have

The inherent worth and dignity of  to take care of one another.

Just because we don't neccessarily
believe in Christ as our Savior, or in any
specific human God, does not mean that we
believe in Satan. Our beliefs should be
respected. We learn about religions other
than our own. Our roots are from all over the
world -- why not learn about all our cultural
diversity: religious, spiritual, and physical?
One of our most basic beliefs is that learning
and love are the keys to finding ourselves.

So now when someone says that
they are Unitarian Universalist, you'll know
who we are and what we stand for.

‘what you want in life and what makes you,
-as an individual, happy. The right of con-

I use of the democratic process life;

| within our congregations and Jewish and Christian teachings which call us |

i in society at large; to respond to God'’s love by loving our ||

1 neighbors as ourselves; |

| The goal of world community ~Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed W
| with peace, liberty and Justice the guidance of reason and the results of lﬁ
| for all; science, and warn us against the I%
| idolatries of the mind and spirit. |

I Respect for the interdependent Spiritual teachings of Earth-centered |§.
I  web of all existence, of which traditions which celebrate the sacred
i we are a part, circle of life and instruct us to live in |6
I. harmony with the rhythms of nature. | %ﬂ
I Grateful for the re[zgtous p[ura[lsm wﬁzch enviches and enobiles our. faith, i
I weare inspired to deepen our understandy ing and expand our vision, . i

I As free congregations we enter into this covenant, I

I Promlsmg to one another our mutual trust and support, I

’ [ 4 > ' '
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We,

OHE MEMBER CONGREGATIONS

of the Unitarian Universalist Association

covenant to affirm and promote: a

The living tradition we share draws
from many sources: 4

Direct experience of that transcending mystery Iﬁ
and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, %‘,
which moves us to a renewal of the spirit i
and an openness to the forces which

The mherent worth and dignity of
. every person;

Justice, equity and compassion in
human relations;

Acceptance of one another and create and uphold life;
encouragement to spiritual Words and deeds of prophetic women and |
growth in our congregations; men which challenge us to confront |

powers and structures of evil with justice, i
compasssion and the transforming power |

of love; 1
Wisdom from the world’s religions which i
inspires us in our ethical and spiritual |
|

A free and responsible search Jor
truth and meanmg,

The rtght of conscience and the

L----_------_-----—---—-—-J

My name is Laura Petersonand I was YRUU's official representative to the United Nations Non-
Governmental Organizations World Forum on Women held in Beijing this past August 30th through
September 8. Iam alife-long UU, born in Massachusetts. While living in Towa, I got involved with Prairie
Star district as well as continental YRUU events. [ am currently studying in China, so I offered to be the
YRUU representative. The official title on my pass at the Women's Conference said, "Young Religious
Unitarian Universalists” but by the end of the conference I was still unclear as to what my role asa YRUU
representative meant. Iatterided the YRUU United Nations Confer-
ence 4 years ago, but I was still vague about the role of Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs) at the UN. I expected big
meetings and lobbying, like the pictures I had seen from the UN
Environmental Conference inRio. Theactual function of the NGO
conference was to influence and pressure the conference of UN
member governments that were meeting at the same time in Beijing.
The NGO conference was also a place for women from around the
world to share ideas and support for each other in our common
struggles.

Living in China, I'm a little unsure about what the "free
world" heard about the conference. am under the impression that
alotofpress coverage criticized the Chinese government for moving
the NGO conference to an inadequate site, the rain, and harassment
by the Chinese police. My experience was attimes negative, butnot
forthosereasons. Powerand water shortages are a part of life for the
Chiriese people. These complaints undermine the achievements of
the conference, and ignore the fact that 1.3 billion Chinese people

Women with a banner at the last pleanary session. It reads: "QUT!!!
Vatican + Islam = Patriarchy. We will not accept; We will decide.”

These experiences made mea believerinthe "melting pot" description of the United States. Perhaps because
of ourmulticultural population, we are more accepting (or maybe just less surprised) by people'sdifferences.

Early in the week, I found a floor to sleep on which saved me from the grueling daily commute
home to face my less than understanding Chinese classmates. I met other youth and began to find a niche
for myself. I had come to the conference with big expectations, thinking that I was going take a leadership
role, get involved with organizations, and meet lots of people. In the end, I found it more useful to simply
observe. Our American outlook is known throughout the world, so I decided to try to understand howother

‘women define feminism, work for change, deal with pain, and celebrate life. The conference got much better ;

for me when I decided to really listen. Women such as Laura Flanders, Sally F ield, Maria Suvarez, Nighat
Said Khan, Frances Kissling, Sweet Honey in the Rock, and Hillary
Clinton spoke about women's global involvement in media, art, and
politics. I'watched an Australian activist women's circus troupe and
a great French lesbian band who are sure to be famous. [ went to
workshops about wommen who fight back in film, women with HIV,
the rise of fundamentalism, women's self-defense, cancer rates
among third-world farm workers, Chinese propaganda regarding
Tibet, and genital mutilation of young women. Iused my language
-skills to meet more of the Chinese participants. I explained to the
manager of the McDonalds' stand why some hostile Americans
destroyed the plastic Ronald McDonald duringa sudden lunch-time
protest. The most difficult testof my education, however, was trying
to explain to two Chinese women the safer-sex purpose of dental
dams. They took someas souvenirs. Ialsorealized that the presence
of thousands of Chinese college students interpreting at the confer-
ence was a revolutionary event. Even though they spent most of
their time collecting buttons and taking pictures, the students were
changed and had their eyes opened in ways that the Chinese

putup withthese problems foralifetime. Iwasalso frustrated by the
ignorance and misunderstanding of Americans and the media in general. Beijing underwent a massive
reconstruction for the conference, and while the BBC and AP reporters have lived here for years and surely
noted the changes, I heard no media reports about the absence of beggars. Entire street markets -- essential
tothelivelihood of Beijingresidents -- were closed for two months. The city of Huai Rou was almostentirely
rebuilt just before the the NGO conference was held there. Thousands of new apartments in Huai Rou are
now uninhabited, while Beijing itself still has a drastic housing shortage. All of this went unnoticed by
foreign participants at the conference.

My impression ofthe NGO Forum hadless todowith the endless workshops and plenary sessions
with enlightening women speakers from all over the world, than with the series of emotional revelations I
went through. Atthe beginning ofthe conference, I was homesick and frustrated with China's xenophobia
and all-around identity crisis as a country. I was sad to find that this negative attitude towards people who
are"foreign" didn'talways stopatthe conference. Adding to my frustration was my commute home by bus
to my all-Chinese school each evening. There was no way the students there could understand my
expetiences alongside women with so many different nationalities, skin colors, hairstyles, and religions.

government has been terrified of in the past. Their curiosity and

‘excitement, whichwas sometimes frustrating tous more "worldly" participants, will be brought back to their

collegesand friends and multiplied.

Changes happened in me, too. I found a renewed commitment to social change. Even though
T'have few opportunities to be involved with activism in Beijing, the conference has given me many ideas
for how to use what I have learned here in my plans for the rest of my life. Perhaps after I graduate, I will
find another opportunity to come to China and be in a position where I can cause change. During the
conference, I was reading the book 4in't I a Woman by bell hooks. Reading that book in the context of the
world conference made mere-evaluate my definition of feminism. I know that [ am a woman and a feminist
deep inside of me; in all my deeds and choices I am a feminist. [ feel committed and proud of my visions
for my education, careers, and future. ‘

This is what representing YRUU at the UN-NGO Forum on Women caused: a personal
revolution. I know also that a personal revolution can cause hundreds of other personal revolutions, until
entire countries, religions, and economies are altered. I can already see a great change in Chma from only
ayear ago, and the change within me is no less remarkable.




Wanted: Youth

Council At-Larges!

Here's how to get involved in Continental YRUU!

The YRUU Youth Council is the governing body of Continental YRUU, and meets once a year
1 to make policy decisions, pass resolutions, worship, have fun, and decide the direction for the
UU youth movement for the upcoming years. YRUU Steering Committee is now accepting
applications for the following Youth Council Representative positions:

There are three At-Large positions for youth. The youth at-large posmons are one-year
commltments with an option to re-apply for a second term.

Continental Social Actlon Coordinator (C*SAC):
| Duties include disseminating and gathering information from district Social Action Contacts
| developing a SAC packet and representing the social action concerns of YRUU.
Youth Caucus Business Manager/General Assembly Liaison:
Duties include managing the business of and attending the 1996 General Assembly Youth
Caucus, and facilitating communication between Youth Council and Youth Caucus.

| Transitional Age Range Representative; Representing the Junior High Age Rahge:
1 Represents the needs of an often under-represented age group on Youth Council.

Adult At-Large: There are seven positions for adults (age 25+), who each serve a two-year

Do You Want to Make a Difference in the World? term. This year there are three adult at-large positions open. YRUU Advisors, UU Ministers,

. . . and Religious Educators are particularly encouraged to apply.
Are You Trying to Find the Right College?
Applications should be typewritten and should include:
Vital Information: Name, address, phone number, date of birth, home church or feIIowshlp,
UUA district, and a list of the people from whom you are expecting letters of recommendation.

Aletter ofintent: Why you want to be on Youth Council, the position for which you are applying,
what you feel you can offer that position, what you think you can offer the group, any
experience you have to bring to the group, what YRUU issues concern you, and your dreams
and visions for YRUU.

Two letters of recommendation: These can be from Ministers, YRUU Youth, RE Directors,
YRUU Advisors, Teachers, or others with whom you have worked (at least one Ietter froma
youth and one from an adult).

If you arc, then take a look at this! Address your applications to the YRUU Steering Committee, c/o the Youth Office, 25 Beacon
The Making a Difference College Guide profiles the best colleges and programs for young jttjeth?:r::n MA 02108. Callthe Youth Office at (617) 742-2100 x351 or 352 if you have any

people who want to help make the world a better place. Making a Difference features
colleges with an ethic of service; unique state universities; environmentally focused
colleges; and colleges with historic concerns for peace and social justice. These
institutions provide the highly engaging, relevant, ethical education that our society
urgently needs. Take a look at the great comments it has received:

"Commitment to community and caring about both our human and physical environments
should be critical components of a student's educational experience. We feel fortunate to
be considered with other colleges that emphasize consciousness about and responsibility
for the future of our world." -R. Shaw Jr., Dean of Admissions, Yale University

"] highly recomménd this guide for students who care about the Earth" -David Brower,
President of Earth Island Institute, Former President of The Sierra Club

"This book is great. If going to college and making a difference in the world are important
to you, get this book. If1had it when I was in high school, I probably would have chosen
a different, better, school for my needs." -Rob Cavenaugh, YRUU Programs Specialist

The Editor, Miriam Weinstein, is a mother of four who describes herself as "an educated .
tree hugging vegetarian who recycles conscientiously." A graduate of New College of
California, she has been active in social and environmental causes since her youth. For
more information on the Making a Difference College Guide: Outstanding Colleges to
Help You Make A Better World, call/fax Miriam Weinstein at (415) 258-9924. The guide
may be ordered directly from the publisher by calling (800) 218-4242, or by sending $18.75
to: SageWorks Press PO Box 150488 San Rafael, CA 94915-0488

YPS Wedding Bells!

Sean Ramsey and Jennifer Martin

(two former Youth Office Interns)

will be mamruedl in Dallas, Texas, on New Year's Eve, December 31, 1149%

Both Sean and Jen served as YRUU Proglraxﬁs Specialists -- Jen from September '92 to August '93,
and Sean from January.-December 'g2. Sean also served as Moderator for Youth Council 1995,
The ceremony will be performed by the Rev. Meg Riley, who served as Youth Programs Director|
from 1989-1992.

(Cong’lralmlalti@ns, Sean and Jen!




