o2

]
< T
£ o
K Oy
> Is
23
LN
F A"
Yo oa
¢ g
RN
) g
W
PR
[ U .
2 gy
>~
- z
ig o3
230, 2
z22g8%
b o=
1ML
~ 1]

by Mark H. Smith * Photo

The convention actually began a week before
delegates met in Kansas City's Kemper Arena.
The Republicans came to write a new platform
but got hung up on two issues. First, the
ever-present abortion issue, and then s sur-
prisc argument over the Equal Rights Amend-
ment. The abortion issue got argued, and as
usual was considered "highly emotional"” but
the Republicans came to their senses and
struck any mention of abortion from their
piatform, calling it a "personal and moral
issue."
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by W. Barsotti

While at the convention I noticed a young
Reagan supporter who seemed to be about 14,
wearing a "stop ERA" button. When asked
about this he exclaimed that he would not
want to be forced to use the same bathroom
as women. The ERA issue was finally supported

by the platform.

Yippies made threats of a minimum of 4,000
protesters. They were planning to occupy a
park in K.C. and demanded toilets and water
or they would dig latrines. The first day of

Yippie occupation produced no more than 13

Yippies. I think it would be interesting to
note that the Republican Party, also, has
never been so small. It seems that as the
Republicans are dying, so are the Yippies.
Could it be that Yippies feed off Repub-
licans?

1 was quite surprised to find that the
Yippies, even after their numher had grown
to 85, were nothing but aging potheads who
shouted ohscenities whenever possihle. As
1 walked through the Yippies' camp a friend
of mine, one David Molton, stated, "the
revolution's over". The Yippies replied,
"It's only just begun, and what are you man
some kind of pig?" Various forms of hon
calls came from this thirty-year old deren-
erate {never trust someone over thirty).

When David Molton (a very cynical person
indecd) said, "this is a joke", one woman,
who had come crawling out of a tent, said,
"so's yer face" and to the man next to her
"let's go back in the tent." When one
Yippie woman, who appeared to be smoking a
marijuana cigarette, was asked what was
going on, replied, "the tree behind you is
moving, the grass is breathing, wow!"”

This kind of mentality was running rampant
at Yippie headquarters.

While there were Yippies, thcre were also
young Ford supporters who came to throw
beach balls and yell at the top of their R
lungs. Also there was a militant group called
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The Young Conservatives. The Young Conserva-
tives generally supported Reagan and were
known to yell and be violent. Leaders of The
Young Conservatives were purportedly
"yicious drunkards". At the convention, all
of these "young Americans" were given prime
seats to yell for the candidate of their
choice. The Young Conservatives were the
best organized, with yell leaders and double
agents in the Ford camp. lots of intrique
but no murders.

As the convention got under way the Repub-
licans yelled and screamed at any given mom-
ent. On the second night came the first sign
of a Reagan-Ford showdown. It was over rule
16c. 16c stated that all presidential candi-
dates have to choose a running mate before
the voting for the nomination takes place.
This would have made Ford choose Dole before-
hand and could have cost him the nomination.

" Numerous speeches were given, but the one

that lost it for Reagan was the man who stated
he wanted to see Ford have the chance to have

_ Reagan as a running mate if Reagan lost. So

the Reagan supporters, doubting their candi-
date, lost him the nomination. Had Ford come
out and stated that he was choosing Dole for
his VP choice, many uncommitteds would have
sided with Reagan. 1 think this can be backed
up by the abstentions and votes for local
politicians that occurred on Thursday night.

Outside the convention Yippies and Jesus
freaks fought over who could yell the loudest
The Yippics had a rock band and easily won.
But the Jesus freaks didn't take this lying
down. They turned their loudspeakers toward
the Gay Liberation demonstrators. And these
are quotes: "You homosexuals want to nccept
Jesus, to be real men." "Wouldn't you ladies
like to have a family?" "Jesus can cure your
homosexuality the same wpy he cured lepers.”

Well, all sorts of wierd things happened,
Gerald won and didn't even offer the VP spot
to good o!l' Ronnice. Instead, he piched 2 man
who matched him...BORING. 1 think the reason
for Ford's victory is that he is mediocre,
and he is from Michigan.

"Ford takes no controversial stands on any-
thing; he is about as middle of the road as
you can get. What can I say? Middle class,
middle road, midwestern state, MIDIOCRITY. ..
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Dear everyone who was at larc
this year, thank you so much for

all the love and happiness you

gave to me..1 was about to give up,

on LRY, but your love turned me in
the other direction. Thank You
and 1 love you all so much.
Sunshine and Good Wishes, Susie

Holly Sides: I need you-- where
are you? Please get in touch with
me soon. I love you, Karen.

P.S. The world hates me (or so

it seems) .

Well, folks, LRYers and other
people, I've moved. out of beauti-
ful suburban N.J. and I return

jetters, My address is: Nora Stern

1221 Laforte Ave., Fort Collins,
Col. 80521 tel,(303) 482-6351
Love, Nora.

To funny bunny {silly goose) I
Jove ya', boodiel Con Con

Rodshell, pizza saves eight days

a week. love David.

\ichael K., I'miss you, love and
good energy always, David c.
Woody: Thanks for listesing, even
when 1 babbled, 1'11 call sometim
soon(haha) Keep writing--Lldve
flots of it) karen P.S. That
goes for you, too, Annabel.

We vould like to mention that

the Square Root Mountain Boys

&Co.have estabtisned residence

in Xnoxville,TN.We live at:1706

Highland Ave.,37916.1he tel.¥is:
(615)522-5557 . Lovetkisses, r'all,

David Innes,Leroy,Bruce Marshall

Rich Taeuner,lLisa Stevenson,and
sarerimes,Bruce Johnson.

F. rd Jerry Stone”!7!hint hint

Ltaine Christine Raftell was
he most beautiful person I've
ever known. She lived for other

: people. She didn't know the

meaning of the word selfish. She
ied leaving me with the happiest
memories and visions of her
smiles, I will never forget her

Steve hobtr+5,irRFV¢5hthl

Betsy, Karen says hogging the
faith, remember faith is like
warm fuzzies, an unlimited sup-
ply, share the ftaith.

Eric with #ove

5 To the Bitch of Rodent Park, CA.

1 miss youy. Please write me a
letter, give me a call, anything
-or 1'11 burn down your beautiful
sub-urban abode.

Love- The Boston Bitch

fo Mowie, Eric § Hank: I think

we made the right decision. Keep

n touch. See you at Christmas.
Love, Doug

Babs-- Secen any good chuckwagons
lately? --Bogie

Dear anyone who found a light blue
smock (handmade)with little tiny.
blue and red flowers on it dt
larc, would you please send it to
me? I'11 send you the postage.
thanks. Sue Colpetzer, 958 W.
Jackson St., Painesville, Chio
44077

I lost my favorite turquoise
"Las Palmas" T-shirt at the con-
ference in Poughhcepsie last
June. We've traveled many miles
together, It's virtually irre-
placeabie, and probably too small
Jor you any way, Please. Warm
fuzzy roward. Rita lomkins,309
Tuxedo P1., Hawthorne, New York
10532

He oh my, LRY, Why can't you
find us? Eh? We really need a...
¥z really need a...Really need a
Jve(Furtfurt!) Please rush,
Strokes and love to ‘the UNISTAR
'76 and Minneapolis LRYers.
Cathy § Suzi, 22Plaza Square,
Belleville, Ont. Canada, K8N 4J3

Debbie F. of Ridgewood long

time gone--Summer's almost over
and i have yet to see you, Come
see or write me--I live alone

Rd ¥2, Greenwich, N.Y. 12834

Its east of Saratoga-- I have no
phone. If you can't write, come &
ask directions to Richard Rd, §
North Rd.--mailbox says Banyai--
I miss you. Love, First Son Dave
G. New name: Whitebird

Hey You People: We are three
lonely women looking for a lit-
tle excitment from our mailbox,
Please keep us from attacking
the mail man. All fetters will
be answered. Love to all, the
three "'Cs'* (Con, Cath, Crazy)
762 Mentor Ave #6, Painesville, -
Chio 44077
To anyone who may be concerned:
My address at school is: Long-
wood College, Box 466, Farmville,
VA 23901. If you are inclined to
call, feel free to do so. (804)
392-5819 It's a hall phone, My
room ? is 314, Thank you, Jane
laura Doyle
Last summer at Boards in Ann
Arbor, liv § I recieved §50
worth of material (T-shirts &
pamphlets) from Youth Liberation
{FPS publishers) to sell at
Boards & Cont. Conf. Rather than
pay for mailing the remaining
e material back, liv gave the box
(§ money) to a guy who lived in
Ann Arbor. Youth Liberation wrote
liv a litter asking about the
whereabouts of the hox (& money)
If you are that guy, could yon
please write to me § tell me
what happencd. 1f you are a con-
cerned person, all donations for
reparation will be accepted. (as
liv & | are planning on paying
the Youth Liberation people back)
Thanks a whole lot--Celeste finll,
3108 Stevenson, Febble Beach, (A
43453

TO NEVRA CAT,

Carlotta keeps shitting on the
carpet--any suggestions? I love
you. I'll trim your fir when you
come to lawrence at Christmas,
One more UUA Board Mecting.llow
about Lobsta, Friday night witn
Bev T. --poopie and prince
charming

And a hig helto to all those 01d
New tngland people. Am alive at
Tufts lUniversity--Gordon

To Smythe from P.v., Everybody
knew about the mole on your mem-
ber. Now EVERYBODY knows about
the mole on your member. love
Casey.

ANARCHISTS!!!! Now that I have
your attention, where the nhell
are you MARC ROQIHE!?! Get in
touch! Giving blows to the empire
your deviaterthsistre, Jaki

PS You too, Bob Rowell(keep
singing)

Dear baddy, god damn! take ellens
underwear off your head and put
it on your bum! (shut up! it"s
good for you..) pixie and dixie

Dearest .Jenny Lanc, Miriam,
Jevera, Danny & Betsy, I love &
miss you. 1 hope to see you soon
1 should be at Clark in Sept.
Muggy Kisslets, Carrie

If you get into music, people,
art, or just writing letters to
folks you don't know, I'd like
to hear from you. Even §f you
don't like music, people or art,
I'd still like to find out what
you're into. Please write! Nancy
Devine, 6706 Southpoint Dr.,
bDallas, TX 75248

Adam Jones, Billy Kates, Danny
Deridder; Why don't you write me?
vidn't you get my letters? I'm
beginning to teel as empty as my
mailbox. PLEEZF someone.. write
me a letter. 1 promise to answer.
Love, Carol Hoffman, ' 19521

. Steriing Dr., Miami, Fia.
3317

] hey normap!.. .N-0-0-orma-a-aa-an
...NORMAN!11. ."later". .but a’..
like a'...you know

Hello Jeff-- I'd like to hear from
you-- my address is: 3108 Charles-
ton N.E., Albuquerque, NM 87110
Please write a hello-1 enjoyed you
-~ -A,

Hingham crowd, through the hass-
les of life, and the medieval
fights, we still love you, all of
you, Father and Rabbit

Hello. Uue to various circumsta-
nces and many changes of addres-
ses, 1 will now be receiving
mail at: BS Bartlett St., Somer-
vilie, MA 02145.

Love and roses, Jenny Lane
PS Glauco, my sweets, I miss you
madly.

Write or call me for NERO Summer
End lost and found info: Wendy
0'Donnell, 12 pearborn Rd., Med-
ford, MA 02155 tel. (617) 623-
9155.

Coyle & Dohen; Time and Sports

1 don't need. I do
need you. Give me your coordin-
ates and 1'11 be there at night-
fall. Presently residing at:
2004 "G" St., Washington, D.C.
20006. All my love, ---K

To all tnose who went to NERO
Summer's End: tlas anyone found my
biack cowboy hat with the button
of Chairman tao on the front? [
love and need it. If you have it
or know what became of it please
write me: Danny Gediman, 49
Frost St., Framingham, mass,
01701. P.S. Even if you don't
have my hat, please write me,
esp. you Barb!

Steve, Leaving me at the house
without saying tooodles was
PHOOEY!! Grrr.

fem, Hey babes, what's goin' down
t'nite 'twcen one ‘n two? Did you
get to visit loosie uncouthie
nuthie in cal.? I miss you hoth
so miuch. Hope to see you soon, I
Io.e yoi alet, . rainbows § sun-

shine, your right hand man

RITA of Nawthorne XY--1 lost your
letter. Please write again and
send your address, Smudge

UDiane Foley of Tampa, Fla.- |
love you & 1 have a long beau-
titul letter tor you- but ] don't
have your address(l lost it-
sorry!) Please write § send me
your address-1 want to commun-
jcate so badly! Di Kegeles,s

114 N. Main >t., W. Hartford,

CT. 06107

Hark White of Springfield, IL:
Plcase let me know if you need
any help on that CWF Magazine{if
you're still working on it} Recd
from St. Louis,

Dear David, I'm so glad that you
went to Star & that we became bet-
ter frienlds. Thanks for being
there when 1 needed your comfort

G friendship. T love you muchly,
f.llen

Hli there, We're looking for a
warm friendly person to share an
apartment in Brookline, Mass. For.
more info. call (evenings} or
write: Gail Solomon, 143 Babecock
St. #2, Brookline, MA. 02146

tel. (617) 232-7904

triends: I havé a new address.
Please come visit, write, or call
me so ['1]1 know where to write
you! Jennifer liodgden, room 4u9,
Rogers A, U Conn., Storrs, CT.,
06263, tel.{203) 429-2702

vear J.E.R.(whoever you are,
the women in hiding) I loved
identified with your poem in
last I.S. Would you write to me?
You seem like an interesting per-
son. Carrie Faraone, 740 Dixie
La., Plainfield, N.J. 07062

Michael Johnson, 1 love you
madly, let my inagination run away
with you (gladly!} love, Co.
Horizon: I've seen. ind liked many
things you've said. At S.F. conf,
I wanted to talk to you. Please
write to: Caroline, 4245 Pasa-
dena, Sacramento, CA 95821

for
and
the

To our M.l.s, S.E.M.1.s, P.P.s
and 0.M., The world shall remem-
ber 11:47-8:22. We couldn't have
done it without yoy. Onward into.
the boox. Thank youl Love ya, -
T.P.I.s
To fulsa, I miss you, please
write! Andrea Eckard, 1815
N. Boomer Rd. F-6, Stillwater,
OK , 74074
T need letters from folks in the
mid-west and various people a-
round the country who haven't
written due to my lack of address
Mark Pucci, c/o Berklee College
ot Music, 150 Mass. Ave, Box 12B.
Boston, MA. 02215
to christian neilson; as i once
knew you, and perhaps will;
would like to hear trom you. ex-
perience is not contingent on how
many wooly bears without stripes
a big dog can eat in respect to
aesthetic morality. anne wu,
5t John's College, Santa Fe, NM
87501
Friends § family, I am now liv-
ing at: 405 Emily Dickinson,
U Mass, Amherst, MA, tel (413)
546-6614, yours, Beverly
Treumann
souix § pam-bird: !helpineed-
afix]

Hank Dahlink, Take your tv inspired
journalism and shove itup your nose.
love --the flying burrito sisters

tleyl, Funny Bumny, 1 love youl
Paki- I miss you-- write to mel
Love, Di
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Barbara Nahemon, Kathy Karam,

..are you alive?
I've been thinking

Toddy Litman in Olympia.
Write me, won't vou?

about you.

et al: please write me, | miss you
all terribly. much Love, Karen L.

Joe, K.C. wouldn't _be the-same
without you, A Fgllow Janitor

om-¢.5.

- Yhu MAY
ST sec s §

AFFILIAIED
STIP GETING

Val, | hope your life is as good

as you've made mine. G.

H

Dusty, Finally- your own personal

in Yeopte Soup(remember?) love,

Karen

Andy (in Boston)

4
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GROWING UP GAY
A Youth Liberation Pamphlet
from Youth Liberation Press - 37pp

Fvery time a new anthology of writing by
gay persons comes out, I rush to the nearest
copy and devour it. Every now and then I wind
up with a nasty case of acid stomach, but
such was not the case with Growing Up Gay.

Growing Up Gay is a collection of sixteen
intimately personal articles on various facets
of the homosexual experience. It is not filled
with dry philosophy or meaningless statistics.
Rath: r, it is ar eloquent account of the
kind. of pain and beauty that every young ho-
mosexual lives with from day to day.

Adthean trovir Up_ Gay does not give

much spuce ¢ ited pelitical jssnes,

1t has a very good section on organizing
fity froups and movements, and is

very compmrehensive in its coverage of
feclings. There are sections about
loneliness, the pain ot oppression,

being a homosexual in the pudblic schools,
and confrontation witn parents, peers

and others. Finally, and perhaps most
injortantly, the pamphlet differs from most
publications of its kind 1n that 1t devotes
cqual space to male gays and leshians.

This decided benefit, plus_; mini-catajog
of materials available from Youth Liver-
ation and other publishers, makes this
booklet a fine addition to anyone's coll-

1

STARE
DOWN

T fn Wed., Aup
Chris Tauson and Richard Terrass, in a fit of
temporary insanity, began their attempt to set
a world's record. They hoped to raise money
for OPIK, which was deeply in debt at the
time. There was, at the time,-no world's rec-
ord established for staredowns in the Guinness
Book of World Records. It was felt by both
“starees" that any less than eight hours was
not worthy of being a world record and might
be too easy for someope to break.

The rules were simple. The two sat in metal
folding chairs, placed four feet apart, and
were not permitted to break eye contact for
eight hours, with the exception of five minute
breaks permitted after each full hour of star-
ing. Including the breaks, the contest was to

continue for eight hours and thirty-five min-
utes. It would he constantly under the watch-
ful eyes of at least three adult (IR or
older} witnessecs, as is required by Guinness.
Thus, the contest was to end at 8:22am on
Thursday, Aup.26th.

They werc assizted in their attempt hy a
group of officiats. The first group was
known as the Mandatory ldiots (Mls). They
inciuded Terry Marhoff, Fred Littell, Sally
Chappell, .Jenny Skwiertz, Julee Matousek, and

Matt Tomsho. The MIs were the official adult
witnesses. The next group was the SEMIs
{Somewhit Fqual to a Mandatory Udiot): Cheryl
Martotf, Milce McNabb, and Wendy Fast, who ran
crrands for the Mg and the TPIs (The Prime

Idiots, Chris and Richard). Their errands in-

sen af ¥ 7pR: s opTR, P

WEARE ALIVE AND Wit

AND GOING TO EVERY

HIGH SCHOOL
ection of homophile literature, whether
they a.e gay or net.  Copies can be oh-
tained fren:
Youth Liberation Prece.
2007 Washtenaw
Ann Arbor, MI

Inc.
48104

The cost is $.75 per copy, with $.50 postage,
and handling on the first copy, and $.25 :
thereafter. Prices, they say, are subject to
change.

cluded gettiag coffee, lighting cigarettes,
and whatever else was needed. Kimi Sue Riegel
was the Official Masseuse (OM) and dispensed
countless back and neck rubs throughout the
attempt (as well as administering Visine to
the TPIs during the breaks). The Music Man
(MM) vas Mick levine and the Photographic
People (PPs) were Vinny Nigro and Pam Vogel.
During the latter half of the first hour and

Richard complained of visual hallucinations.
These complaints became less frequent as the
time wore on and a coughing fit by Richard in
the third hour threatened to cause the break-
ing of eye contact. This was prevented by an
LRYer who had the foresight to bring a bottle
of Robitussin and one spoonful was quickly
administered. The major obstacle to the fuc-
cessful completion of the attempt, after this
point, was conquering drowsiness. Both Chris
and Richard agreed this was worst during the
fifth and seventh hours, but they were kept
alert by applications of wet towels to their
necks and constant talking by the SEMIs. Pes-
pite all this, they still had to he nearly
carried hack to their seats from the bathroom
during their sixth and seventh breaks.

At the beginning of the eighth hour the
local radic station in Chillicothe was con-
tacted and they requested to he informed at
the completion of the staredown. At the 7%-
hour mark, the rest of the LRYers at the camp
were awakened by banging on gongs and blowing
whistles, so they could witness the comple-
tion of the staredown in the main lodge. Chris
and Richard were being informed of each five
minutes they completed during the last hour.
Tt was decided to inform them of each minute
for the last ten, ever fifteen seconds for
the last twe minutes, cvery five seconds for
the last minute, and to countdown the last
fifteen scconds. With fifteen minutes left the
stereo was turned off. The alarm clocks and
bells were in readiness for the finish. By the
five-minute break most of the people in the
camp had arrived at the main lodge and the
cooks had started breakfast.

At the fifteen-second mark the lodge was
silent, with the exception of the countdown.
Everyone joined in on the countdown by the ten
second mark, cxcept for Chris and Richard who
had clinched their fists and gritted their
teeth since the thirty-second mark.

¥hen the count reached zero and the stereco
hlasted through the Jodge, a big cheer went
up, and Chris aml Richard collided with each
other as they jumped up from their chairs
yelling "We did it",

After the pledges were collected, the stare-
down had raised better than 45 doltars for OFIK
and after the announcement of the starcdown
on the radioa, Chris, Richard, and nearly all
the of ficials caltapsed in a big pile on the
ftoor to sleep.

3
A TRAVEL GUIDE

In Minnesota presently there is a one
person eftort to get an LRY travel guide
started, 4

‘Ihe project is oriented towards inter-
ested LRYers and local groups who have

littic to dol It 15 also directed at people

who want to hear about and do tun things
with LRYers.

The structure for the framework ot the
project is as follows

1) there will ve 50 people working as
state managers. These people will simply
keep records on who goes where and when. A
month before a person leaves that state, t
state manager will notify the destination
state manager.

If I don't get at least 1/3 of the
people or another workable operational pla
by Jan. 14, the project will have to be
dumped!

2)There wiil be 12 people working as

district managers. After the state manager

has taken note of wnat the person needs,
she/he will send it on to the district-
manager. The district manager will turn

to a teletype and have a computer print out

possible places for the person to stay on

their trip. The district manager then sends
travel-

it to the person who is going to be
ing.

3)Une project manager. She/he just keep§

things running smoothly.

Presently that is a rough sketch of
what is 1nvolved. 1n a1l likeiyhood there
will be cnanges 1n job descriptions. Also
the foilowing jobs pave been tilled:
Caiifornia state manager - Leigh Taylor
2nd district manager - Patti Cobb
Project manager - Peter Kelley

1 have pushed for this project for two
years now (started on Jan 16, 75) and feel,
that support ahs been much talk, much writ-'
ing and no firm backers. The two people who °
have preparations are ready and are waiting

and people who nave been recontacted have

not reaffirmed tneir desire to nelp or not.
1 would Like for the publicity chair-

|

he

n

“a&"’

roughaut “the sBevnd-hour: “hoth L& "And '~ "~ "\'pefs'ahk‘"rrom'-eacn.'}'eﬁ.“tv' O twer
Tne Awmerican Youth llostels are going to

be included.
All other positions are open.As you can

see much 15 left to be doneand tne only way

it will work is by interested people like
you.So if you are interested,contact:
Peter Kelley
295 Glemmoor Dr.
Long Lake,MN 55356

We all know that a travel guide has been-
wanted for some time now,the chance is here,
the preperations are being made;let's see 1t

work !

LOOK!

DLADLINES AND THEMES FOR
PEOPLE Suur

Vol ----November &, 1476
Seif-Sufficiency
Vol -~January 8, 1977

Theme: Sexualit
The issue on Sexuality is a Cream of

People Soup.
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In response te Andrew Velonis' letter on
Virgins: Three Cherries and a Rah! 1 turned
in my virginity at 20 and although 1 quickly
learned what T had "been missing” I wasn't
sorry for the wait because it was an excel-
lent cxperience and ['11 remember it fondly
(fondle-1y?). Sex is for enjoyment, so do
it when you're ready to enjoy it and not
before. .

Sharon Kass

- Wheaton, MD.

Dear "Openminded"? LRYers:

1 was glad to see that someone feels
the same as T do (Andrew Velonis, Virgins,
The New Minority). I have thought about my
virginity quite a bit and wondered if anyone
felt the same as I do. Now I realize I'm not
all by myself (I never really thought I was).
And instead of wondering what I'm missing
out on, I wonder if they know what they (non-
virgins) are missing out on. My attitude
about people who force themselves on me has
turned to resentment and has made me deter-
mined to remain a virgin, which I think has
its bad and good points.

No people who call virgins frigid, un-
adventurous and other such things, know how
muach it hurts us for at least some of ud? 1
think such people want to put the blame on
somcone elsc after a certain person turned
them down sexually. It isn't anyone's fault
that they were rejected sexually.

1 fecl the same way about drugs. So
many times 1've been rejected because 1 did
not want to fill my body with drugs. I ‘know
people who didn't really want to get into
drugs but felt that they had to. They felt
that the, just couldn't cope with people re-
jecting them bhecause they didn't want to-get
into drugs.

I hope the next time you decide to push
someone into taking drugs or losing their vir-
ginity (and I know non-virgins who wish they
were still virgins) that you'il think about
how much you can hurt people,

leve you all (which doesn't mean I want
to have sex with you but that doesn't mean 1
love you less),

Lesser horse

P.5. 1'm not sﬁeaking to everyone, just some
of you. Unfortunately I'm speaking to most of

you.

Dear BHJ,

In criticizing my article about sexual re-
pression (People Soup, article 6/76, criticism
7/76) you distort many of niy ideas; partly
this is my fault for writing so abstractly,
but I also think distorting ideas is typical
among defenders of capitalism. Thus I wanted
to respond strongly, even though I'm afraid
this may discourage some from writing in. I do
want people to write in. -

! never suggested, as you seem to believe,
that the ruling class in this country has con-
sciously conspired to repress sexuality, or
that "Marxist socialism weuld eliminate
America's sexual repression”; nor do 1 believe
1in or refer to the capitalist concept of
“men’s nced to dominate others".

There are grains of truth in your interpre-
tation of what T wrote. For example, I do be-
ilieve some groups within the ruling class “con-
'spire” to maintain their power, as in the
Watergate coverup, or the FBI murders of Black
Panther leaders across the country in the
‘early seventies.

i But the sexval rewression [ wrote of was
tu-ually neither created nor collectively
"planncd hy the ruling class; they merely
ipicked up on the sexual repression that exist-
:cd before capitalism, and used it for their
own purposcs. For example, when the Ford Foun-
idation refuses to fund a gay, organization,
!Lhcy are helping to perpetuate anti-gay senti-
, ment among people, sentiment which the gay
tgroup would have tried to change. This anti-
| gay sentiment henefits those on the top, since
1it divides the workers and keeps people from
working together to make changes. Whether the
jexecutives of the Ford Foundation consciously
urrlerstand this or actually believe “gays are
"~i-b" ror bhath) Qs not at issue: they are

the higgpest obstacle right now to gay
< liheration. Socialism doesn't mean

instant liberation, but just that the road for

changes is open. Under socialism peuple can

collectively decide, for cxample, which groups
to fund, rather than that decision being made
by a small group of rich people with a stake
in the status quo. I think that makes social-
ism in my interest as well as in the interest
of most people in the world.

You said China was "puritanical™, though
socialist, and Arab women are hecoming "1ib-
erated”, though capitalist. 1 am not going
to defend repression of sexuality in China,
except to say that ft's heen there for ages,
the reds didn't create it; in fact, recently
progressive changes are beginning in sex
mores (young unmarried couples sleeping to-
gether). As far as ""liberated" Arab women go,
1 don't know much ahout it and would like to
hear how and why they're "liberated". Is
Playhoy your concept of liheration?

To answer a few of your questions:

1) Why doesn't men's power over their wives
""translate into a general feeling of indi-
vidual power...expressed in labor unrest?"
First, there is labor unrest, for other
reasons. Second, "individual power", when
it means glorifying action alone, is no
power at all in labor struggles. Ever
staff a onc-person picket line? Labor's
power comes from collective power, pcople
working together for change, which would be
aided by cooperation with, not domination
of, one's spouse.

s2) "Why don't capitalists want workers tot-
ally demoralized?" Because then they'd be

sure to revolt, with nothing to lose.

3) "Why don't women domindte men by withhold-
ing sex?" Because if a woman did, the man
would probably find another woman.

"Why are women hired by private industry,
in spite of the 'need' for them as house-
wives and submissive sex tools?" Because
they are needed in the workforce too; mar-
ried working women don't usually stop
being housewives.

As far as your defense of capitalism goes,
when you say it is "a system whereby people
take risks with their money and sometimes re-
ceive a dividend for taking those risks”, I
ask (1) who suffers from a system based on
profit instead of human needs? (2) Which peo-
ple can invest money and collect dividends?

(1 barely pay my rent, let alone buying myself
a factory), and (3} where does the money come
from, that the rich are investing? And where
does the money come from for those "divi-
dends"? After all, money doesn't have power
--it's people that have power. Money is just
the way the power distribution is kept
straight. So why do the rich deserve this
power? It's the people who work to make this
society run who deserve the control of the so-
ciety. Plumbers, dishwashers, mechanics, doc-
tors, teachers: without these people's eff- -
orts, your dollar bill wouldn't be worth a
cent, for all the dollar méans is that some-
body did some work, made lifc a little better,
and wants to exchange the value of that for

an equivalent value of somchody else's work.

I repeate the question, where did that rich
person's money come from, if they didn't work,
if they "invested"?

The question of wherc rich people's money
came from reminds me of the story of the poor
person who came upon someone's Jand and sat
down for a rest.

"Get of f my land--or pay me §5 Jer niphtl”

"No. Why should 1? Why is it your land?”

"Because my father gave it tu me.”

"And where did he get it?"”

"*His father gave it to him."

"And where did his father get it?"

*His father got it from his father, who got
it from his father, who got it from his grand-
father, who got it from his father, who fought
for it."

"All right, then, I'1] fight you for it!"

e ‘ v

Dear People's Soup and LRYers All:

The disturbing things you have recently
heard about the Harrisburg local are the opin-
ions of onc not invelved in our local and
they are false and misleading. The Harrisburg
lLocal is ALIVE and WELL, internally healthy
and on very good terms with the UUA adults in
our community.

The "Midsummer Madness™, conference that
wasn't, was not planned, supported by or even
known of by the Harrisburg local. the first
we heard of it wias through the annmmecement
in the last levpie Sonp.  we arc sori: for
those who were disappointed that it didn't hap-
pen, and we arc cven sorrier that somehow the
failure will be accredited to us.

The person responsible for both of these
unfortunate conditions is '"Fang", one Dennis
Dougherty, who hangs out with the street peo-
ple of downtown Marrishurg, and who says he
wants our local to help them "Solve the prob-
lems of where to go after 7:00 p.m., what to
do, and finances to do this with.” He goes on
to imply that other locals do this elsewhere
and to throw out a few disparaging remarks
about the existing Harrisburg lLocal and to
suggest that he will start a new one.

In the first place, DBennis Dgyg“;;sx.hg;_h
never once approached our local to suggest this
plan to us as a group. After his return to
Harrisburg in the spring, he phoned some mem-
bers and advisors, and talked to a few he met.
Although he attended a meeting or twa, he
never once addressad us to say "1've got an
idea...l see a need we could help meet", nor
in any way did he-enlist our support or in-
vite us to meet with those people he feels we
could help.

Dennis Dougherty wants to party. He wants
to party after 7, and he wants to have a
place to party: a farm, a house, a conference.
And he wants the LRY to sponsor, organize, fi-
nance and take responsibility for his party.

. s o«

The Harrisburg Local arose, phoenix-like,
from the embers of a group that had dissolved
because of in-fighting, power struggles, and
mutual disrespect with the adult members of
the UUA. We are presently beyond ull those
difficulties, 'though still in a neophyte
stagc. We met becausc a small core of the old
group really liked each other, and continued
to gather during the dark ages of dissension
and dissolution. Advisors were recruited and
we met; a small numher with a large helping
of hope and faith. We took omr first tenuous
steps toward recognition, and were received
at first with some ~}. and encourage-
ment, and we have heen growing in numbers and
in estcem ever since. We arc becoming an in-
creasingly active and responsible part of the
larger yua group.

‘:;:““h
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As an illustration of the good will that
we have developed, and an example of the rich
possibilities that could be promoted, I would
like to tell you of a proposal which the R.E.
Committee recently presented to the LRY which
was unanimously accepted. The committee has
developed a Religious Fducation program which
will extend to the whole UUA membership. The
program will be centered around monthly top- .
ics which are relevant to the lives of all
ages (birth, growth, love, marriage, divorce/
separation, aging, dying). There is to be a
series of adult discussion groups, beginning
with a Sunday service dealing with the topic
and followed by an open discussion, after a
potluck lunch. The topics will then be pur-
sued by smaller groups, hopefully in a home
setting. Out of these discussions, interest-
ed members will arrange a program to intro-
duce these matters to the young people.

Young and old alike will be stimulated to
think about and talk with others about iss-
ues which are deeply meaningful, but which
are too often suppressed or neglected by the
demands of daily life and the pleasantries
of social intercourse.

The LRY has been asked to take a multi-
faceted part in this overall plan. First, we
are invited to join fully in the adult dis-
cussions. We are also invited to partici-
pate in the presentation of these .idecas to
younger folks. We have been asked to take
responsibility for child-care during the
monthly meeting, which will require the ab-
sence of only a few from the discussions and
will provide cash for our coffers. We have
been given the further option of preparing
and serving food as an alternative to the
pot-luck lunch, a further source of income
and fun.

This plan offers us the potential of
greatly increasing our base of understanding
with both the adult members and the younger
ones in our community. It should also help
us to open ourselves more deeply to each
other, especially if we follow the initial
discussion with a time for us to meet togeth-
er, to add something we didn't get a chance
to say, to further explore issues particu-
larly meaningful to us at present. I am
really excited by all*the possibilities we-- -
shall encounter.

Another rewarding outgrowth of the ini-
tial meeting with the R.E. Committee was to
see a woman, Mary Teed, gently probe to dis-
cover the feelings and form of this LRY
group, truly interested in learning a bit
of who we are, and to ensure that the need
of all members of the UUA be met; and to hear
the sensitive reflections of the members pre-
sent in describing our group as a sort of
family where we are free to be ourselves in
a warm and accepting atmosphere, a support
group as it were. Believe me, THE HARRISBURG
LOCAL IS ALIVE AND WELL!!!

A little more about our group and then on
to other things...We have no officers in our
local, elected or otherwise. We avoid power'
struggles by our respect for each person's
opinion as being as valuable as any other's.
We resolve all issues by discussion ard
vote. Although there is almost always a dis-
senting vote (more often out of humor than
dissent), we respect the group and support
the decision. In the absence of power groups,
there is no clique to grumble about and
blame for controlling our fate. We are a
democracy, guided by mutual self respect.
l.eadership develops for our projects from
those who are most interested.

The Harrisburg Local also benefits from 3
good advisors, if 1 may say so myself, for 1
am one of them, Susan Lannan-Kerr. Edward
Lannan-Kerr, my husband, and Diana Diaz share
with me the fun, folly, and frenzy of this po-
sition. Many of you probably know Diana, a
woman of incredible warmth and good humor. She
is a talented mother of two of our members
(although she doesn't always like to be re-
minded she is}, who has a remarkable openness
in her relationships with her offspring and
with us all. My husband and I are unusual
(Re: Karl Kharas' letter in July CPS) in that
we were recruited to be advisors without first
being UUA members. Although we had been mar-
ried by a Unitarian minister and were inter-
ested in learning more, we did not move in
that direction until my brother, Mark Lannan,
initiated us to the LRY. 1 have since become
a member and Edward is seriously considering
doing so.

We work well as a group. We like each other.
We arc on good terms with the UUA at large.
We have large plans...one of which is a
CONFERENCL; a real, live, well-organized cvent
we hope to schedule for this fall. We want to
have some exciting, talented members and ask
that you bring instruments, works of art,
writings, whatever. We have some good cooks
amongst us, so be prepared for surprisingly
good meals. Further details will be provided
when more specific plans are available; we'll
keep you informed. .

PO

There is more to be said about Dennis

-Dougherty and his ideas about the LRY con-

ferences and functions. However, 1 do not wish
to turn the tide of ill-feelings he has
started back to the source. 1 would rather
they be dissolved by broader understanding.
One point that was made by member Mindy Wilson

deserves mention: if D.D. wants to party, fine; .-

if he wants to organize a group, fine; but
these people are not Unitarians, so why call
themselves LRY unless they are truly going to
involve themselves with the UUA. Unitarians
are a fairly open group, but we have not been
approached.

1 sincerely hope that Dennis and his
friends find a place to hang out and party,
but it is not our responsibility to provide
one for him. We would certainly support any of
his own efforts to establish a means to solve
their problem, but we have yet to hear any-
thing from him other than some vague pleas
that we help and assist his problem which he,
himself, has done little to correct. I wish
he had seen fit to speak to us instead of
bending the ear and eye of a continental pub-
lication to deal with an issue which he has
failed to meet face to face. If he presented
us with a substantial, well-informed plan to
alleviate the situation, we could discuss it
and decide how we could assist; but it seems
as though he wants us to do his work for him.
We have our own things to do.

Thank you for all your time and Aattention.
1 hope all that I've said is meaningful to
many of you, and not just seen as a counter-
gripe. 1 hope my next contribution to PS is
instigated by more pleasant circumstances.

1 am, sincerely yours, R
v -« an .Susan Lapnan-Xerr -
425 High Street
Highspire, PA 17034

Dearest P.Soup,

The letter last month from the "Hobbitt" was
really inspirational. So I decided to add a
little juice also. I'm a three-year L.R.Wire
down here in 1.5.D. and from those three years
I've learned, as the Beatles so articulately
observed, that ''the love you take is equal to
“the love you make." (or something like that}.
My point is that participation is necessary to
reach the level of awareness and togetherness
that most LRYers are trying to achieve.

1'm sure that all the fellow banana eaters
who participated in the Easter Conference (Aug-
usta, GA) will agree. The importance of to-
getherness was beautifully pointed out. And 1
think all people who are not true LRYers will
eventually lose interest and sift themselves
out of the picture. So instead of worrying
about how good it used to be, put your minds
together and see how sweet it is.

1 hope you got the point. Remember: Oplio
and aryow found that everything has a point.

(' P.S. Watch for info on the Hunts-
o ville Thanksgiving Conference.

\ﬁ} Peace and love,
Mitch "Duck" Glasgow

Dear Soup, .

Andrew Velonis, and LRYers from the East,

West, South, Midwest and especially Massachu-
setts:
virgins in LRY are not the New Minority, but
the ageless Silent Majority.
Signed, Anonymous
(I don't want anyone to know)

Dear People's Soup,

Please put this in your letters to the
people column or in your poem page, Or both:
An excerpt from my journal dated September 19

Today 1 found, to my despair

A friend of mine was gone.

Not gone away, or gone for a while
.....but gone.

For her, Elaine, 1 shall write
A poem, not in thyme

But in heart, and feeling

to express, if I may

A feeling of lack of

Feeling which 1 came upon,

In my thoughts.

1 knew her,

not well enough

I thought of her, -
but not enough.

1 loved her, for a while,

but not enough.

1 saddened..... v.v....enOUgh.

Jerry Stone

Dear Friends,

1 am a person whom you have probably
seen at a recent conference. In most respect
1 am a perfectly normal LRYer (1f tnere is
such a creature), but you will recognize
me 1f you happen to hear me in conversation
with another of my kind. Our conversation
will be sprinkled with acronyms and initials:
"YAC, CAC, UAF, MAF, GWAF, DUF," etc. Other
phenomena associated witn me is that I otten
tear my hair out at a failing conference or
make a fool of myself at an event known as a
"Federation Meeting".

1, along with three to ten others, have
tne responsibility of seeing that conferences
finances, publications and relations with
the church (to name but a few things) run well
and smoothly. T also help witn the specitic
problems of the 500 people in my federation.

" Kell, folks, this isn't easy, but you
can help and 1t won't cost you anvthing more
than a 13¢ stamp. Write your fed execs Lif
you don't know who they are, you can find
out from Continental). Send them your ideas,
gripes, trivialities, and most of all, your
moral support. A full mailbox wi1l realiy
help us help you.

Love and Hope,
Your friendly
neighhorhood
bipwig
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The 1976 -77 Executive - Committee

Emilie Blattman

My name is Emilie Blattman. [ am the new
Director of Leadership Development. I grew up
in New York City, Hartford, CT, Boston, and
the San Francisco Bay Area, CA. I'll start at ) N
the beginning...I was born on February 2, 1959. To put it bluntly, I ran for my own good;
The next major ovent in my life was at the age Oh, yeah, and for LRY. For myself, in the
of four, when I won the "Get the Ping-Pong sense that [ wanted to put as much into LRY
Balls into the Barrel" game on the Bozo Show a
(I won a package of "Pez" candies and a Mickie of my life. 1 also_nnntad to try ny hand at
Mouse dispenser). When I was seven, I fell in Something "responsible', that requires some
love fo. the first time, with Dudley Do-Right. initiative. For LRY, in the sense that it
His protruding chin and grecian nose brought couldn't survive without me.
him into my heart, but his stiff moral fiber
and_love of his horse kept him there!

At eleven I moved to Hartford. 1 started
getting "fancy idears" and tried organizing
my junior high school in seventh grade.

year with optimism, high energy, confidence,
hysteria, and the first minor symptoms of a

the heady exhilaration as I groggily make my

At that point, 1 feel the positive certainty

teen. I hated eighth grade, and went to the .
deep in my soui that ['l] never make it

Cambridge School of Weston in the ninth.
Since then I've lived in Berkeley, CA. For

a year I washed dishes at Swokey Joe's Cafe

and played in a rock’n'roll band, then named

finally awaken and become a semi-efficient

an act like ours on stage). ing accomplished a single thing.
Seriously (I can be serious, I can be

serious), I am doing quite a bit of work and

as it had given me during a difficult section

All in all, I'm looking towards the coming

slight nervous breakdown. Already I am feeling

We moved to the Boston area when I was thir-%ay to the bus stop at the early hour of 11 AM.

through the day. But through all obstacles, I

being who somehow muddles through the day and
“Raw Guts" {because that's what it toek to put Teturns home with a profound sense of not hav-

I feel that we as a committee will accomplish
a great deal. My co-workers are all real nice

i think we’re all bozos on this bus!

Wel}, zclks, the rest is LRY nis-
tory. 1 ron fcr Local troup Coordinator
of North Stur Federation in §97.' ana lost.
I ran for President in 1473 and pet
Local Group Coordinator. 1 became
President ot NSF in 1974. 1 ran tor the
position ot Director of Program ilev-
elopment 1n 175 and got 1t in 1976.
1a the interim, I served on both the
Judiciary tommittee and the Lontinen -
tul Confvrence Committee. by feelings
about LRY seem to nave gone the full
cycie; trom love, to boredom, to disgust,
and back to love {with a littlce of the other
two inter-mixed).

I am interested in, the current self-
sufticiency movement. My major concerns are

»in the arcas of population growth, decentra-

lazation, world energy, and natural resouice
supplies. I tirply peleive as kinstein once
stated that "The world that we lLave made as o
result of the level of thinking we have done
so far creates problems that we cannot solve
at the same level as tne level we created
then at." in this understanding I see my work
as raising levels of consciousness, particu-
larly my own. I hope that we can work toget-
her in a creative way with this stage of t:e

.evolutionary process we call LRY.

with~love,

Noug-
-Andy Hansen

Hi. My name is Andy Hansen and 1 have been
elected Director of Denominational Communica-

(except for Doug, who gobbles in his sleep). I tions for 1976-77. I am 5'9" tall, dramatical-

am really looking forward to the coming year,
with all its ups and downs, highs and lows...
~ it's going to be one hell of an interesting

This past year I worked for Bay Area Women
Against Rg) BAWAR) . 1-did public speaking to

iigh school classeés, community organizing, and
direct counseling with rape victims. | am a
comnitted feminist. 1 work towards living my
ideals daily, through the music I make, the
books 1 read--in general, the things 1 do in
my day-to-day life.

I am looking forward to this year with much
excitement. For me it is a chance to live and
work with my peers, for a bunch of people who
I love and respect very much. I hope to meet
lots of you this year at the Leadership Devel-
lopment Conferences, and if any of you come to
see us in Boston. .

In loving struggie--

Emilie

'fn\;li.t,
Paul Pigman

Good day! My name is Paul Pigman. Most of
the time, at least. "Pig Paulperson' seems to
be running a close second. | am the "new" Dir-
ector of Finances and Publications, which
means that I do things like keep the books in
order and co-ordinate the production of People
Soup. Other ‘than that I stare at this piece of
paper and wonder what to write.

I have spent a good portion of my life try-
ing to take all the different bits of infor-
mation that 1 can find under the loose heading
of "reality" and putting them into some sort
of an understandable form. When I was eight, I
figured that it might tuke a long time; maybe
until [ finished high school. Now i have a
more realistic grasp of the problem and figufe
that it will probably take me until ['m 25.
Some things which I value are: My Self;
philosophy; communications; my abstract
thoughts, which are not translatable into
words; people; the possibilities of conscious-
ness; the possibilities of my Self; coffee;
“'psychic"” phenonuma; purposeful reality con-
istruction; and word salad. Vot always in that
|order; not always in another order.

; Why did [ run for contincntal? Gee, 1 won-
ider too. I vaguely rememher thinking that LRY
changed my relationships in a way that I con-
sider positive and supportive, and in some

vague way | wanted to help others in the same
wiy. Pre-LRY, I was very introverted and now,
thanks to LRY, I am much more perverted...

year! If I had a choice between a front seat

at the apocalypse and a seat here, 1'd pick

herel domesticating the bison and writing cookbooks
yr. servt. in (you've probably seen my 101 Ways withRattlc-
lLove and llnpyiness ) snake.} e .
a diawnresena. - OK o~ enduiiiat by jokos .~ S doas

Doug Webb .

I was an the cigitl grade when 1 joined
LRY.
my lite and had been interested in LRY
for some time. Finally, at'a Federation
Lxecutive Committee mecting that my
brother was holding at my house, I

was given a wars invitation to the

next conference. That year ) was elected
President o1 my lccal and genevally
structured my whole life around LRY.

TRCIC WETL SOEC 1 )Gy Cpnye f HD 2
Safe duTing e swmme e after rint
Bridute 1 Wer D1)ee Offe The stety ¢

Cawp Unistar ano 1 encountercd i
situation then rare to me: I was
treated as an adult and given responsi-
bility jor my actions. Well, going back
to my traditionul high scnoos at the end
of that summer was both tragic and funny.
I thought they had to be kidding, and
yet 1 knew they were not kidding. At

least I still had LRY and I reached a some-

what comfortable, but not satisfying, -
luw energy input level at school (I

didn't bother tnen, they didn't bother me).

But all was not well, for coucern was
rising un tie home iront, and 1n the midst
of lowering grades and growing apathy, My
parcnts sent me 10 a psychologist. lis
diapnosis was school snd his treatment was
transfer, so I was transfered. This
was the first time that ny education
really narnonized with what was happ-
ening in school. It looked tike 1
was finally getting some darection in
sy life, and so | was.

)

1 had been a Unitarian-Universalist all

ly handsome, warm, witty, and basically fasci-
nating. People will also tell you that I am a
compulsive liar, but it's not true. I'm per-
fect. I come from Nebraska, heartland of the
nation and plum of the prairie. My hobbies are

iously, I have been politically and socially
involved with LRY for three years. 1 read con-
stantly and enjoy all types of music. I do
like to cook, and am very proficient (except-
for cheesecake, but that's another story). My

. physical endeavors are limited by lethargy to

walking and weightlifting. I am gay, and deep-
ly concerned with the social and political
aspects of the homophilé movement as well as
with my own consciousness.

I am also very committed to the principles
behind my directorship. Youth has always had
dramatic effect on culture and thought. The
vital difference today is that many persons
are much more willing to listen when we speak,
and grant us due respect. Because of this co-
operation and our assertiveness in pressing
for such change, I will be sitting in on the
UUA Board meetings this year, specifically to
speak for LRY and to voice its needs and feel-
ings.

gThe importance of such interaction is ob-
vious, but it is still not enough to meet the
needs of the total organization. The voices
are all of administration, mine included, and
not of either group's constituency. LRY is
awi.re of this and has an annual gathering at
CGeneratl Ascemb.y open to a 1 U Youth.

Lot cobben Yonr Couo. .

My greatest concern Lo this yeay s
ing 1n the development of a Youth caucus ta
is more aware, more thinking, and more re-
spected than ever before. This should be the
concern of all LRYers, for a well-informed
youth caucus is our best opportunity to speak
to the UUA in a unified and collective voice.

May van all have |, fine year.

In pride,

A e

Andy lansen

[ P

b



Continental Lonterence 15/7 wall be
held 1n the Northeast, encompassing New
tngland, New York, New .Jersey, Eastern
urtario, Quebec & the Maritime Provinces.

At Continental Conference 1¥76 the
Continental Conference Lommittee tor 77
was elected.

These elected are as follows:

-Terry Herron, t/o MDA Cherry llill,
2401 Church Rd., Cherry 111, NJ 08002

-en Alexander, same as Terry

-Shelly Cantril, 6841 Liden, Prairie
Village, KS. 66208

-James Finley, 3823 Wingate Ur.,
Carmicihael, CA 93608

-Beverly Hendricks, 5736 w. 81st,
Prairie Village, KS 66208

Ben Alexander § JTerry Herron are the
sitefinders. Any input that you can give
them will be grestly appreciated.

Recollections §_Uther Word Salsd

Coloured white and gray that warmed
with every moment that passed.

Tnconsistancy trom cold concrete to
warm people & cuddles. R

Spending time watching slugs do al)
the things that slugs do.

Listening to the sercnade in the early

mOrRINg.

Cxpericncing with many people, many
things.

Lxperiencing with one person, many
things.

I've never had so much fun.

T -
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SUPLERMOE

CONFINENMTAL

COMFERENCE

Masks

People need people

real people

If we wear masks

people don't knew US,
but only what they see--
a false cover

they can only perceive
dimly

through the camouflage

So we are frustrated, we are

not known,
only our mask, our shell,
is known

And if we do not throw away our

mask--the real us does not grow,
but dies--the thin mask takes

over

One hundred thousand tiger tongues are licking at my face
Glaciers slowly climbing down the mountains they embrace
Mcmories of a long lost world are floating 'round in space
And a lonely sailboat out at sea finds this an unholy place.

talling stars and asteroids, don't bother asking me why
Memories of days tong gome they never seem to die
Lagles, doves and fighter planes are taking to the sky
Contemplating my livelyhood. wishing T was high.

--Boh "Pickles’ McCall

(

An “Outsiders" View of LRY
LRY...? Load of Riotous Youth?

It is always something of an ex-
perience to find oneself in the midst of
a strange crowd of people. No less so
than with such a collection of indivi-
duals as make up LRY! But isn't it great
when one finds some of the individuals
in in the vast amorphous mass and gets
to know and love them; that once one has
"acclimatized", relationships can grow,
and new ones start. A deepening can
then follow. So that even if one leaves
LRY still unable to describe it, one
can recommend it. R

--Roger Brooks, England

Anotner continental..
0Old friends, new friends
A smile, a little kiss
A big hug
A warm feeling all over
It feels good to be here

--vVal Stapel

lost words
once again
twice too often
while walking to the swimming hole,
or drivin' in my car
1 lose the words to a poen.
Because of lack
of writing utensils.
It floats on the beach
out of my reach
only to be captured
vy another sisters pen

and written as a reflection

of my dream

--Keley Keogn
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"The policy forming body of this corp-
oration shall be the Board of Directors, com
posed of the members of the Executive Conmit-
tee, one representative of each associate
merber oryanization, one liaison from each
federation, a recording secretary, a par-
liamentarian, a director from ecach Board comm
ittee, project, and regional project, the
outgoing Executive Commifte, the Executive
Committee Elect, and such persons appointed
by the Board.” ~ 2rticle V. Board of Dir-
ectors, Board members and meetings Section 1.

Most people in LRY are aware that comm-
unication is vital to creating strong and un-
derstanding relationships between individusls.
Eftective conmunication is also mandatory to
have 2 responsive organization. The Board as
dcscribed above meets annually to mske decis-
ions on behalf of the membership of LRY. o
invest our faith in this Board - we must feel
that 1t is representative of LRY's membership,
ke must ferl that ccmmunication channels to
fand from the Roard are open, we must feel

that the individuals serving on the Board are
pren to and respect the opinions of each
pther.

REPRESENTATIVE

The U.S. and Canada are geographically
divided into federations People 1n
each of these arcas are represented on the
LRY Board by a continental liaison who they
elect. Over the past few years the Board has
gained a better geographic representation of
LRY. Probable reasons for this are - since
1973-74 Executive Committees have pushed ted-
eration atfiliation and Board empowerment;
veople Soup has increased the ability to com-
municate. The areas having the poorest atten-
dance this year were the northeastern states
and Canada. This seems to correspond with the
activity in those areas -- either rejuvenat-
ion of interest or organization as. needed.>-w

PROCESS

The success of & Board Meeting is not
only the quality of the decsions made, but
also the process by which they are achieved.
Usually the Executive Committee has chaired
at Board Mectings. Last Winter Boards, the
Fxecutive Committee pushed Board members to
share in the moderating of meetings. The
chair was passed each meeting to someone who
was willing to try it out. Of course, this
was not the most effective moderating but it
did start a few minds thinking. Summer
Boards arrived and the chairing shifted back
to the Exccutive Committee. Viscontent was
expressed. There was a need tor greater im-
partiality. the txecutive Committec passed
the chair to a nonboard member, who later
proposed to the Board that the Judiciary
Cormittee investigate the issue for action
at the next meeting. The ruture probabily
includes other decisions like this - perhaps
the responsibility of Board minutes and
mailings being shifted to a Board member/
committee.

The election of the Executive Lommittee
15 one ot the najcr tasks ot the Roard. The
“closed session” - when Board members dis-
cuss the yual:ifications of candidates
anongst themselves = has traditionally been
dreaded as a vicious character analyses.
Those involved this year felt the session to
be one of the cost cooperative and clarify-
ing ail week. "Closed sessions" have grad-
uzlly become more constructive assessments
of incividuals' abilities rather, than blat-
ant character assasinations.

A tourd empowered to make decisions for
in orpanization is responsibie for compunic-
zting those decisions to the peopte it rep-
resents. Yet it 1s aiso the responsibality ot
an indivicual to initiate conmunication with
Lis/ler continental liaisen when s/he has
questions, problens or sugpestions. People
Soun is an casy way to contact large numhers
of people,but it is not very personalized.
Pleace find the answers to yeur cuestions -
write or call.

)

that which occupies the
time, attention, and labor
of people for the purpose

of improvement.

DIRECTORSHIPS
‘The directorships defining tlie respon-
sibilities of the 19/6-77 Executive Cormittee
include the basic programs of LRY. Below are
the directorships as passed by the Board, and
the persons elected to the positions.

A Director of Progrsm l'eveloprent who
will be responsible for the development of
programs and packets that will further the
goals of LRY across the continent through:
1. Researching, writing and coordinating LRY
packets and programs in People Soup, the ‘lo-
tal pProgram Packet, and wherever else neces-
sary for the etfective use by locals and fe: -
erations. 2. Coordinating LRY's interests ar
the General Assenbly of the unitarian upiv-
ersalist Association. 3. Initiating and co-
ordinating LRY sponsored social actions pro-
jects and researching, editing, and distrib-
utaing information o1 contemporary social is-
sucs and concerns to the 1nterests of LKY
The lnrector of Frogran Devetopment shall
also hold the title of prresident in the eyes
of the commonwealth of Massuchusetts.
--elected to this position, Douglas Webb

A Director of Leadership Development who
will be responstble for fostering leadership
and the concept of youth autonowy in LRY

throught 1.-'the planning of ares toiiférences

that wiil aid wermbers of LHY in developing
and teaching leadcrship skills and training
persons for the inplementation of LRY pack-
ets and programs. 2. Facilitating the growth
of new and existing local groups and feder-
atlons through correspondance and direct co
contact. 3. The planning of the Board of
Directors' Meetings, working witn the Exec-
utive Secretary tc coipile a1 distritite tie
Board minutes, pro uci cotular hoord
newsletter, coordinating sffilistien with
Continental LRY, and serving &« the Ex-0f-
ficio member of the Juciciury Cormittee.

-- elected to this position, Enilie Blattman

A Director of (enominational Lommunic-
ations who shall) be responsinic tor the cont-
inuance of commmnications between LRY and the
Unitarian Universalist Association at fevels
througn: 1. Coordination of business and re-
lations with the LUA Board of Trustees, 1ts
conmittecs, the ULA stafl and other UUA tunc-
tions of interest to LRY. 2. Establishment of
work with the UUA Departuent ot Education to
develop and foster intergenrational comminic-
ations and activities witnin the dcnomination
4. Coordination ot the efforts ot Youth Cau-
[ . Servang s tae LEY rooresent
the ab/adult toy cittec, ane alse act)
a+ liasison to SK
al1s e Ieter

.
A bree Telipious Fellow

A Director of Finances and Publications
who 1s tesponsible for the business of the
cornoration and the coordination of People
stu tareuph tadancan;:
clr chboeh ard busfpet
staterernts; secham, por-erplaative vertures
for 1 FhRvestient o LR arnae, certen-
ponding with IRS anc¢ the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts; filing correspondance, infor-
maticn 2nd naterials produced by LPY; coor-
dinating the vpkeep of LuY's mailing list.

2. Latnering nrrticles, news, personais, pho-
tographs, graphics, letters, and other People
Soup material; ccordinating layout, writers
in the ficld, editing and anything else ncc-
essary for a regular and responsive Soup. The
Pirector ot Finances and Publications shajl
have signatory powers for the corporation

and in the cyes o1 the Cormonwvenlth of
Massachusetts hold the title of Treasurer.

-- elected to this position, Paul Pigman

LEADERSNIP DEVELOPMENT CONFFRENCES

The Directar of tLeadership Development
15 responsible for the planning and tacilit-
ation of a series of area leadership devel-
opment conferences (L) . There are four
LDCs tentatavely planned, each to last four
days. They will be nel¢ in the southeast,
northeast, midwest,and west., The first conf-
erence is planncd for the westcoast, between
Christmas and hew vear's Day. Twoe people
from cach tedcration will have therr trins-
pertatior and registration subsidized. Any
other intercsted people are encouraged to
come .

‘Ihe LDCs will be focused not only on
learning skills, but on how to share learned
skills. Some of the things they will deal
with are group dynamics, conference plan-
ning, youth adult relatiens, and local group
programing. The conferences will provide an
introduction to both programs svailable from
LKY, and resources availatle from other org-
anizations. Hopefully, thesc conferences
will also facilitate an ipprovercent in comm-
unications betwéen all levels of LRY.

In order to make these conterences as
useful to you as possible your ideas are
needed. Send us your input on specific needs
and problems in your federation or local. It
is important that you also send us a sched-
ule ot your school vacations as soon as pos-
sible. Address all correspondance to: I'milie
Hlattman c/o LRY 25 Beacon St. Boston, MA
v2108,

Continental leadership Conferences have
the potential-of being onc ot the most cre-
ative programs to come out of LRY. Plcase
invest your energy so that we might work to-
gether in fulfilling their potential.

PEOPLE SOUP

Feople Scup is starting-dits foustiv yoneme

ns LEY'S maj juplication. Frogress nes
come at o good poce. The number of people
receiving it 1s wavering around 5000.

‘the amount of material has increased-
there are constants in eacn issue. Wri-
ters 1n the ficla have accepted some ot
the workload that was previously tne
Executive Committee's. Beautiful art-
work breaks up the reading when it becomes
too wordy. Of course, tnere is still

the inevitable struggle to fill the pages
of People Soup with contributions from

its readership. Numerous poems are

sent- yet courage or interest is missing
where articles could be written.

Photographs and artwork are constantly

needed because a supply is easity de-
pleted by one issue.

The Board reflected on this anfo-
rmation, observed the continuing imp-
rovement, and directed the 1976-77
Executive Conmittee to form each Soup
on a particular theme. 1t was expre-
ssed that People Soup is too exclusaive,
that often its potential as an educat-
ional and informational periodical is
left underdeveloped. Support was given
for Crean of People Scups - Volume III.
Roth 1ssues were built around a particular
theme. Yet one must note that both of th-
osc issues needed ruch more readership
input than trey had. To allow more
coordination with People Soup's read-
ership, each issue will state thenes
and deadlines for the two succeedinp
issues.

‘the Boar voted to stop sending People
Soup to persons who have not affiliated
with LRY, as ct Dlecember 2, 1¥76. This
means if you are not a member of an atfii-
iated federation or local group, that you
must atfitiate individually by December 2
it you wish to continue receiving I'eople
Soup. See the ted's ups/downs to find cut
it your fed is aftiliated. If it isn't
ask your Continental Laison why not.

If you wisn to affiliate individually
you should send us your name, address,
hirtnvear & onc doliar ($1). It you par-
ticipate in a local or a federation, it
woild be nice if you told us which one.

Locals who wish to affiliate should
write us at: LRY, 2% Beacon St., Peston,
MA 02108
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CLEARINGHOUSE

The Clearinghouse has been a project of
LY for the past two years, in which time it
has developed into a solid idea. This process
of cvolving has invoived many people, a lot
of time, failures and dreams. This summer LRY
and SRL- A Yree Religious Feltowship each
made decisions about the Clearinghouse Proj-
ect. ‘the people working with the Clearing-
house most recently expressed,to the LRY
Board, that more time and space are needed to
have the Clearinghouse tunction. They suggest
cd that the purposas of Clearinghouse more
appropriately fit into the structure and 1-
deals of SRl.. The Board voted that LRY's fut-
ure 1involvement with Clearinghouse would be
limited to being a resource.lRY's Director ot
frograms has been direcied to be a liaison
for LRY on the Clearinghouse Lommittee. SRL
has directes major tocus towards this project
The following article is written by Bob de-
lauberntels - Clearinghouse Coordinator.

SRL- A Frf?

Welllll-——

Just what thé hell did happen at the SRL
conference this summer? That's a question that
I've been trying to answer for about a month.

It was the most exciting conference that

1've ever been at. The people there were the
most exciting group of people that I've ever

with.

We came together almost fearfully, having
developed strong fantasies/ideas, and accompa
atng paraneiss, for what could happen at the
conference and with SKRL.

I had very strong fantasies about SRL
becoming a community of communities. I fan-
tasized SRL taking the Clearinghouse idea of
an enabeling, coordinating, and resource net-
work of alternative 1living and vorking styles,
and adding a feeling of group identity and
energy, a sense of community. I also had a
strong paranoia that my fantasy would get
tromped on by other, stronger, peoples fanta-
sles. I was rather hesitant and cautious at
the beginning of the conference, so were most
of the people.

We played around with nitpicking, and
making, seconding, and amending motions and
purposes, and generally avoided ourselves in
the business. We became frustrated.
However---- in the midst of our frustra-
there was a growing feéling that we'd all
with pretty much the same hopes and fears
That we were all extremely interested in find-
ing, inventing, and living creative alterna-
tives to todays norms for living and working.

Out of this awareness came. an incredible
energy as people let down their guards on
their ideas, fantasies, and hopes. By the end
of the conference the business meetings were
a joy.

S$000000.... here SRL sits, a hopeful
community of communities, what are we doing
tto accomplish this? Basically two things:

a newsletter, wich will come out approxamit-
elv five times a year, and 1s beinp done by
an SPL community in Minneapolis coordinated
bv Ralph Townsend; and the Clearinghouse,
wich is being coordinated by myself (Bob del.)
in Boston.

The Clearinghouse is designed to be a
resource bank of people and groups that can
inform, educate, and help coordinate people
wvho are realizing, finding, and inventing
creative--non exploitative living and working
styles.

The Clearinghouse will hopefully build
up enough of a constituency/resource bank to
be able to organize a network of communities
aiding each othey, and potential commmities,
to make community living a viable lifestyle
within this culture.

For more information on SRL/the Clearing
house write (please!) to SRL 25 Beacon st.
Boston, MA 02108. If you've written and sent
in a Clearinghouse questionnalre at some point
fn the past, please write in now and give me
vour present address.

been

tion
come

LRY '8 PURPOSES

“ The purposes of this ccorporation are:
to unite liberal religinus youth; to build
understanding and cooperation between youth
and adults in the liberal reliqgious movement;
to help individual young persons grow in:
bealing creatively and imacinatively with
religion as the most exalted quality and
spirit of living; Nurturing the distinct-
ively liberal tradition in religion: free-
dom and responsibility of belief, the free -
and questing mind, the use of reason in
religion and respect for the indiviaual
integrity and dignity of every person.
Achieving a responsible and durable faith
through personal and group rxperiences of
learning, service and worship. Becoming
creative and realistic contributors to the
achievement of a just, peaceful, and united
world community; Understanding and
practicing the privileges and respons-
ibilities of a governing system that embodies
these idcals.

In addition, to provide for the effec-
tive impJenentation of these purposes
through youth~run structures, programs, and

activities." - Article IT Purposes
1976-77 BUDGET
EXPENDITURES @

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE $12845.00

[ P, 3840.00
Food..... .2400.00
Utilities..c.vceennn .10v0.v0
Salaries.. 3825.00
Phone...... veeane .780.00
Transportation- veeesees..1000.00
OFFICE 1900.00
Phone.o..uvvunnn .780.00
Supplies. .600.00
Postage.... .420.00
Mlscellaneous. ....100.00
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2500.00
General Business Communications.......100.00

Summer Meeting...ssceeecuiurscae.oa...2400.00
PROGRAMS 10200.00

.4500.00
4000.00

Peopie SOUPetveeretiastrciaiennaaaan
Leadership Development Conferences

YOUth CauCUS.srerecersanannsrnaae .500.00
Program Kit.. .500.00
Clearinghouse. seee -1u0.00
Travel...coonnnn ceareran .300.00
Affiliations/Subscription ..200.00
Miscellaneous. ccoeveneannannas vvees..100.00
GENERAL_ASSEMBLY 1000.00
TOTAL $28445.00

INCUME:

YOUTH/ADULY COMMITIEE ALLUCATION ~ $25500.00

BAC INTEREST 1250.00
AFFH.IATIUNS/DONATIU\IS' 1200.00
PROVIUENT SAVINGS ACCT. INTIREST 500.00

$28450.00

* This 1s what 1s aimed for, based on
intormation received from continental
linisons at the Suamer Roard Meeting I476.

AGETST BY-LAWS

Tne ages involved in LRy vary from 2
to ¥3. ‘lhe organization exists for those
generally of high school age. LRY is auto-
nomous, in that it is poverned by 1ts youth
membership. 1t 1s felt that onc has a
stronger committment to the orpanization
and gains more from 1t it t/ne is respons-
1ible for its directions. In keeping with
this, the LRY office 1n Boston is staffed
by youth from the orgamization. Usually,
these people have been 17 or 18 years old.
At present, the LRY by-laws rcad: No one
may serve on any Board committee 1f they

ate hoth 20 years ot age and have been out

of high school tor moré than one year.
(Article VI Lommittees of the Koard, Sec-
tion 6.) The reasoning behind this is tear
of losing touch with the experiences and
needs of LRY's membersnip. What happens

to the individual who is 20 years old and

out of high school, but is qualified by all
other considerations? Liberal Religious
Youth has ageist by-laws. The concern of an
organization's responsiveness to its members’
needs 1s recognized by tnis policy. Yet it
assumes that atl people who are both 20 and
out ot high school would not have the ability
to assurc that responsiveness. We have pener-
alized rather thanto make decisions based
upon an individval's merits. We have revers-
ed the roles, the assumptions. lhe Board
dirceted the Judiciary Committee to invest-
ipate the 1ssue and recommend action at the
19/7 Roard Meeting.

Fed’s Ups
& Downs

Central Hass.
Boards
Central Hid-west -Affiliated, present at Boards
DVF -Kifiliated, was present at Boards
ECF -Affiliated, not present at Roards. Their
district is having an intergenerational conf,
Nov. 5, v, § 7 in Toronto.

GODARFUL. -is planning The First Annual
GODARFUL-OVE Arts Festival for June 15-19
GWAF -Affiliated, was present at Boards.

-dot affiliated, was present at Boards.
LSD -Affiliated, not at Boards, may have a
Thanksgiving conf. in Huntsville, Ala,

MAF -Affiliated, present at Boards

-not affiliated, was present at

IVF -Affiliated, present at Boards. lad a conf
on Sept. 8th in Omaha, Neb.

Harragansett - llad a conf. in L. Green-
wich, R.I, Oct.8, 9, 10 & 11, Not affiliated,

not at Boards.
North Starr -Affiliated, at Boards.

OVF -Affiliated, not at Boards. Had

their Fall Conf. in Ft. Vayne, IM.nu Oot. 15,
16, ¢ 17.

Piiconix -Not affiliated, was present at Boards
PSLRY -Affiliated, was present at Beards,

-Hot affiliated, not present at Boards.

= had - a conf. on Oct. 22-14,

SAM -Affiliated, present at Boards.

Tahili -Not affiliated, was present at Boards,
i'lans to have a conf. around Christras to
elect officers, and write a constitution.
For more info., write to: Liz Blakemore,
75, Seattle, WA, 98115

-Affiliated, present at Boards.
Suncoast -Afth-ntcd was present at loards.
tiad a conf. Sept. 3-b in Tampa

SEAFOAM -Affiliated, present at Roards.

Starr 1 -Affiliated, was prescnt at Roards,
ml_deay conf. in San Francisco Aug.
20-30. Another conf. planned for Halloween
weekend in Watnut Creeh.

4209

Hey folkhs--1fF your fed isn't here, it's because
no onc hothered to send unything in. Cont-
inental Liasons--It's your job to send in Fed
Up's § Down's every month. But anything that
anyone sends in will be printed. And rereniier
--no news is not necessarily good news,
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program:

ORGANIZE A POLITICAL
STUDY GROUP!

To organize a political study group with
friends, your family, or anybody you want re-
quires: (1) that you know how to read, and
{2) that you want to learn, in spite of being
in school. You'll probabIy need 4-9 people.
Place an ad, put up a sign, or otherwise
spread the word about specifically what you
want to do. Do you want to study current world
politics? The history of schools? Feminism?
tlow about the Chinese revolution? Health care
in the USA? The food industry? From Marxism
to Radical Therapy...it's up to you and your
friends.

Be sure to watch the group process; are
some pcople talking more than others? Are peo-
ple talking abstractly without examples from
their lives or not stating their feelings?
Are people getting spaced out, and if so,
what's happening in the group that isn't get-
ting talked about? Make sure everybody parti-
cipates and that people encourage each other
to talk personally and honestiy about the is-
sucs. Make sure no in-group elite forms, and
the leadership is shared so that facilitation
skills can he learned by everyone. Facilita-
tion skills include keeping the discussion on
the topic or, if it gets off, at least making
surc¢ that that's a choice everyone is con-
sciously making. The role of facilitator (or
"moderator"} can be rotated among partici-
pants from one meeting to the next. One group
I was in had one man and one woman share the
role each week. .

You might want to start out talking about
vourselves and give each other some idea of
who you are, why you're in the group, and what
you want to get out of it. The more you keep
aware of the group process, how people are
‘feeling, and collectively deciding what and

-how to study in the group, the better the

group will work.

‘ You could all read a certain passage, arti.
cle, or book at home and then talk about it,
or you might want to have cach person be re-
sponsible for "teaching" a section of what
everybody's reading. The ways to do politi-
cal _study groups are bounded by your imagina-
tion and the commitment and energy you're all
willing to put into it.

\When: November @54 2.8*
Cost: $0= pre. reg; 47% atdoor
here: Huntsuille , Ala. (LS D)
hurch phonc; 1-2(5’53

1d vou like
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‘want to hide from.

One example might be reading Stud Terkel's
best seller Hork:ng
Labor and Capital™, and a!l the while talking
about how it feels and what you think about
your own experiences working. One issue that

might come up in discussion is 'What kind of
work do you want to be doing five years from

now?" Reading those two hooks, and discussing
them at one 2-hour meeting per week, might
take three months.

A political study group can be just what

then reading Marx's "Wage-

you needed- to feel less alone in reading poli-
tical works, to get help in understanding them

and to provide the motivation to learn and
discuss something meaningful to your life
while you're at school. If you need help in
finding good resources, write: liv, 2627
Fulton #6, Berkeley, CA 94704,

the two of us
by Jonathon Fletcher

New York is full of couples hiding out.
There are lots of things a young couple might
It could be the law, or the
past, or their friends. We're hiding from our
parents.

Jt's not that they hate us, because they
don't. Roth our parents love both of us alet.
And it's not that they force us to be apart--
we're both eighteen. We just don't want to
always have to deal with pressure to separate.

It's funny. We didn't cxpect our parents
to react the way they did. Lver since we were
tiny kids we were always together. Our parents
are close friends and live two hours apart,
so we really grew up together. We were your
classic pair of childhood sweethearts.

When we were five we plaved doctor together,
and 1 rememher telling my mom that we were
getting married when we grow up. That hecame
a favorite joke between the two families. 1

guess no one noticed that we never laughed.
D MBVERTISEM EJT
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We were eleven when our parents told us
about the birds and the bees. We talked it
over between us and decided we weren't inter-
ested. Both our familics are, UUs, though, and
when we went through the Sexuality Packet in
Sunday School, things made more sense. We
were fourteen when we gave each other our
virginity.

We always knew thathoved each other and
would never be apart. That's why we were sur-
prised when our parents didn't want us to go
to college together. We applied to the same
three colleges. The first two replies came
back, and one of us was accepted by one, the
other by the second. T guess it was our ten-
sion as we waited for the third reply that
made our parents realize that we weren't
going to college without cach other

Our parents thought we were afraid to meet
new people, and started giving us lectures
about growing through new friends. One night
when our families were having dinner together,
and our parents were lecturing together, we
decided that "this was it", and told them.

The fact that they are hest friends did not
stop them from accusing each other of knowing
all along, and even worse things. After two
days of them fighting with each other, and
fighting with us, we moved to New York wlthout
waiting to hear from the third college.

We found a room near Greenwich Village and
managed to get Jobﬂ. We work the same hours,
s0 whenever we aren't working, we can be to-
gether. As soon as the now semester starts at
City College, we'll be starting night school.
In the meantime, we're enjoying hiding out
together. The more difficult things get, the
more our love grows,

The only thing that bothers us is that our
parents are so upset. It always scemed to us
that we were a perfect couple in almost every
way society thinks is important. We're from **’
similar families, and our parents are friends.
Neither of us is marrying out of his race or
religion, and we're both political liberals.
Even our parents would he happy if we weren't
both male.
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LRwhat? ~ Andy’s sermon

1

Three years ago, T joined LRY. Two of my
brothers and one sister had gone before me,
but I still had only vague conceptions of
what kinds of experiences awaited me. At my
first conference, a hardly momentous occasion,
I perccived a condition I shall refer to as
"LRY goo", where persons run up to each other
and hug and kiss and say reassuring things.
Since 1 knew no one outside my local, I did
not really take much part in all this frolic,
hut in my heart of hearts, I knew that if 1
worked at it, this newfound joy could be mine
1 would experience true contentment and my
karma would be dramatically improved.

I bided my time, and sure enough, my next
conference was an ecstatic experience. The
pure wonder of sceing all the shining faces
from exotic corners, like Kansas and Missouri,
and the fact that they were all glad to see
me (Imagine!) was breathtaking. The "goo™
washed over me in shimmering waves. In no
time at all, my lips were pulpy from excited
hello and goodbye kisses, and my hugging mus-
cles were all but totaled. I was in heaven
and had accumulated four true loves, sixteen
best friends, and innumerable heroes.

Only diamonds, though, are forever. Disil-

lusionment #1: The seeds of reality orienta-
tion were planted first when I realized that

I was being chummy with all sorts of people
that T Felt uncomfortable around; that I (dare
I say it?) had nothing in common with, really,
or didn't cven like very much. This was a very
hard thing for me to deal with. LRY, the Mecca
of freedom, honesty, and open communicationm,
didn't leave me with very much room for nega-
tive reactions. This went on for some time
before I rcalized the true dynamics of what
was going on, and I was hurt. Disillusionment
#2: A short time after I joined LRY, 1 was
elected President of my Federation. This was
very flattering, and 1 had visions of serving
my constituents in a democratic Eden. I always
felt fairly appreciated for my "services"
until one spring when I had to play the
"heavy" in a drug conflict at a conference.

SONG OF THE MOURNING DOVE

Dedicated to Elaine Christine Raftell
my dear sister, the fuzzy-haired cat-lady
There is so much more beyond the words...

The birth of night

Bittersweet orange flowing into
Burgundy red swirling about
Rich violet followed by

A myriad of sparkling stars
Shining on

Always shining on

Someone quietly said

*Think of the view she must have”
You weren't just looking

Those colors were you

My dear sunset sister

We've turned over too fast

The familiar juse doesn't seem to last
Anymore 'y

Yesterday I was talking with you
Hands touching, laughing

And hoping to catch the falling sun
I guess I never thought

You'd so quickly fade away

Purring cat-lady

You've curled up inside me

I've flown to the sky

lost to the visions of philosophers
I don't know, my sister,
Where you are

I would give anything

Just to hold you

For a little while longer
And deep in the night

I'm talking to the ceiling
To the darkness,

wondering if you can hear
I'm calling

Calling and crying

Sweet sister, can you hear?

Well, the shit flew, and quite a bit of it
seemed to catch me between the eyes. "Why", T
wondered densely, "is this happening?" FEvery-
one scemed to forget ahout the democratic
harmony, and gradually, it hit me. LRY is
composed of human beings. Some are wonderful
people and a few can be, well, not so wonder-
ful, Why didn't someonc tell me this before?
Disillusionment #3: I also had to deal! with
the fact that some people (like churches,
districts, and various other factions) didn't
always think LRY was as wonderful as LRYers
thought it was. This is hy no means true of
all churches, districts, and various other
factions, but they could often make things
hard for us if they so chose,

Needless to say, with all these disillu-
sionments building up on mc, LRY became a
drag. It had nothing to offer me. The two of
us were washed up. I felt hurt and used. All
the injustices dealt me by LRY kept running
through my head like a chant until 1 knew
them sideways. The one thing that didn't
occur to me was that (in case you hadn't
guessed) mayhe T had a littte growing up to
do. Maybe I was the onc dealing injustice to
myself, and everyone else, by expecting too
much of "the group", and not enough of Yours
Truly.

A FISH
WTHOUT

A BICYCLE

11
Due to some personal headtrips, and a full-

time job, T spent alot of time this past
spring and Summer out of touch with almost
everyone, including LRYers. Because of this
temporary departure, 1 was pleasantly sur-
prised to find myself with a changed conms-
ciousness at Continental Conference. Oh, I
still did my share of hugging and kissing,
and game playing, and 1 managed to fall
slightly in love, but T think that for the
first time, 1 saw an accurate composite of
what LRY really is.

LRY is socially radical. No matter how
middle-class and hypocritical we might be, we
are nonetheless an important front of social
change. Where else could a person find so
much support for diversity? The ongoing option
to explore one's self, to experiment with dif-
ferent lifestyles, to take a shot at the sac-
red and glory in the profane or vice-versa;
is vital to personal growth, and in turn vital
to the shaping of a fulfilling society.

11

We are gifted. Most of us are from at
least middle-class homes and have educational
opportunities ranging from fair to excellent.
We arc generally mobile, obviously, and there-
fore are more open to a wide range of exper-
ience. We are for the most part liberal. To be
gifted in these ways can be a2 blessing or a
curse, in that while it creates more options
for personal experimentation, it can also
shelter us from perhaps a more difficult
world if we let it. The choice, however, re-
mains that of the individual's.

We foster higotry. Not really in the typical
sense, the racial or life-choice sense, but we
foster it nonetheless. LRY harbors prejudice
against negativism. We often choose not to
openly accept the friction and bad feeling
sometimes inevitable in human intercourse.
Instead, we may sugar the truth with an ade-
quate, if somewhat diluted, form of LRY goo;
then hitch to our friends about the offender
in question. This solves absolutely nothing,
but the atmosphere of harmony can be too easy
to live in for us to risk our comfort by being
up-front, so we.pretend. Hioncstly, although
this is a dramatized view of LRY as a whole,

I do think we often deprive our peers of
honest and helpful feedback. This is because
we have real or imagined fears for our own
security, should we get a little feedback of
our own. When a person makes a habit of this
kind of behavior, everyone loses. The offend-
er remains ignorant, the person keeping quict
has unresolved feelings, and tension develops
in the relationship. Clearly, this is a less
than ideal situation, but this kind of token-
ism can be used as a steppingstone to a more.

A stipulation of our "liberalism" is that
we he more accepting than groups deemcd "con-
servative". Therefore, we gain exposure to
many diverse elcments and gradually integrate
them into our realm of acceptability. This
integration is a mediocre substitute for true
acceptance, but it is more than many groups
or communities possess, and it is approaching
a goal: A group that can be utilized to suit
individual needs.

111

LRY, when it all boils down, i$ a tool. It
allows people, on one level, to find new
friends or to congregate with friends already
made. On another level, it allows people to
form a support group where, by and large,
differences are not as important as shared
values, and serve to interest and unify the
group rather *han isolate some individuals.
On yet another level, it gives people a chance
to look at themselves, to try and understand
themselves, and to explore themselves with the
support and protection of the group. This last
tevel ties in strongly with the concept of
Youth Autonomy. The goals and methods of LRY
are a macrocosm of each young person as s/he
searches for and demands an equal share in the
"adult" world around him/her. It is everything
and it is nothing. It is any person who is
involved or cares. To me, it represents one of
the most supported, scary, changing, rewarding,
fucked-up, pleasant and absurd periods of my
jife. That's a nice association. Thanks.

Andy Hansen

Are you still purring?

Are you finally free of all the pain?
Painting fine inspiration

In the old, hard city

And in the flowered meadows
You're dancing

You're always dancing

Lightly down to the water's edge
Drdwing graceful brown driftwood
And shiny green seaweed

To light our smiles

Beloved sister

1 really can't believe

You're gone

You were strong, my sister
Strong and living each moment
Sharing songs

Endlessly creating

And never giving up

Though thinking you may die
Sometimes knowing

With a trace of fear in your eyes
And I'm now moving on

In the numb motions

From a badly-written script
At times not fearing death
Because you're there

In the darkest living hours
In my deepest dreams

You were alive

Sitting quiet and careful

And smiling

Your sweet sister smile

We heid each other once again
Asking how it felt

And I was driving you

To the undiscovered west

Awake -

And desperately wanting

To go back

To be with you

But dreams are like the mourning 'dove
I saw outside the window

Impossible to ever hold

She's flown to the sky

In leve and in scrrew,
your sister, Jenny Lane

s e
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Touching

In America today (and England, Germany,
Japan and many European nations} there is s
strict taboo against touching dnyone unless he
happens to be a lover, spouse or someone with
a familial tie. The closest contact one is
allowed is a "warm handshake.” It is socially
and culturally acceptable for femsles to show
somewhat more affection for each other, but
this is still limited. There are many people
who have associations they say are good
friends, but god forbid they should express
their affection for one another by hugging,

kissing or otherwise touching each other. A person usually adapts to the tactite
Thus, spiritual (brotherly or sisterly) love standards of his particular culture snd soc-
is often shallow and physical love is con- iety. He is wost influenced by his childhood

sidered brutal. experiences. In the contemporary American

The vast realm of loving between these two family, all of the emphasis is usually put on
extremes is neglected and ignored by most making the child into "a success”. This defi-
Americans, and the individual misses over- nition of "a success”" being any individusl
whelming opportunities to grow closer to her with a white-collar job, large salary, two
fellow friends and neighbors. Such physical cars and a family. More often than not "a suc-
and erotic contact could, and would, raise the cess'" 1s also a neurotic individual with a

level of love in many friendships. great compulsion for making more money with
Many people feel insecure in this realm, little spiritual or sexual happiness.
however, and feel that in stepping over the Through the use of bottles, cribs, car-

border of one pole they immediately enter into riages and other material objects, the mother
the opposite extreme. Indlvidl:mls feel that and father manage to isolate themselves from
reaching out and showing tactile affection the child and to limit physical contact be-
toward a friend will be misrepresented by the tween themselves and the child. When sleeping
friend as a desire for sexual contact, even- or resting the child is totally isolated. Most

tually leading the friend to promiscuity or American parents are also not as interested
(horrors!) homosexuality. So amy desires to in loving and csring for the child as they
express tactile affection are suppressed; Par- “are in controlling her behavior and nutri-
ticularly if the person in question is male tional needs. Love, affection, and touching
(for reasons that will be discussed later ©ON). sre not seen as more important to the child's
How has it come to be that the Anglo- development as instilling a sense of morals
Saxons ignore or are afraid to express the (which usually increase her guilt and snxiety.
larger part of love? The major reason is cul-.  As the child develops into her teens she is
tural. The French hold no reserve in kissing taught that she must become a "mature adult";
and hugging one another, regardless of sex. which most often means a suppression of emo-
In fact, it is often the most common way of tion and denisl of love in friendship.
greeting both relatives snd friends. Russians, This is even more the case with the Ameri-
Hungarians, Eskimos, Jews and many other cul: can male. He is taught by precept that he
tural, racial, and ethnic groups are much must he g "he-man". This includes the suppres-

more tactile than the English and Americans. sion of all activities that might be deemed

R b N s meeween AT et . C e

1d is a full and wonderful place. In .
ourowl:Zr‘;grther: sreuextreues of joy lﬁd.sord Richard and I were at-my father's house

TOW - nd pain, love and hate, anxiety after spending several hours driving around
and'czlz::;:‘el:, lg. 1a. Some say the extremes 1ooking for 1ikely ditches (my father lives
are but two sides of the same coin, yin and of f the exit where it all started). Bruce

Marshall called and said that she was back at
yang, opposite but equal. On paper and in

philosophical discussions that all sounds the house, that she'd gotten away from the
great, but what can compensate for the gut- wman, that the man had raped her and was driv-
wrenching feeling I got when I learned that a ing sround looking for her. Bruce :Bid th:t
friend of mine had been kidnapped by some the man had a gun, knew where we lived an

le if we called the
lunatic from Detroit (DETROIT!), who left the had threatened to ki1l peop a
man she had been hitching with standing not  Police. He asked if my father would give us a

1 tion: house! shotgun and could we hurry back? I was angry
' T}:)lo:s r?;:n;vtil:legirthdeesn:isr;:geo:ha:yShe had and scared enough to ask, and my father was
been driven off with, I assumed that she angry and scared enough to say yes. Nothing

would be dead before the sun went down, but  h8ppened after we got back, thank God, but
hope springs eternal, etc.etc. The state pol- for the first time in my !ife 1 :lept with a
ice were called and within 15 minutes had a1l loaded shotg.un within arm's reach. .

the pertinent details, including the licensc If the yin and the yang were easily bal-
place number. |* was nice to assume that with- anced, then the sorrow of !05"‘8 her should
in minutes, rew: would be tlaslary across the have been balanced by the joy of having her
state that a woman had been abducted. No such back alive. How do you balance, though,

- luck! We spent the next five hours trying to eleven hours of worry, eleven hours of know-
convince varjous local, regional and federal ing the police have their heads up their asses

; law enforcement agencies that, yes, a girl and the feelings of helplessness, knowing

j Teally had hcen forcibly made off with, that, that you.probab!y never will know one way or

'no. we weren't the ones who kidnapped her, another if a friend is dead or alive? How do
that no, she hadn't "probably gone out to you balance the cold feeling that right now

i breakfast with the guy," that no, we hadn't  he could be raping her, or killing her, or
raped her mother, hlah,blah. The state police burying her? How can T belav'\ce the feeling of
lost the license number and when the FBI fin- having a gun and being willing to use it on

i ally caught the guy about 6 hours later, they anothcr human being...of wanting to us it'. and

came down on us like a tom of bricks for not knowing that, for the moment, I would enjoy

having called earlier (This was the third or * killing another human being?

i fourth time we had tried to tell them). My life has been following a fairly peace-
: It's hard heing told, ""Well, there's ful path til) now. I've seldom, if ever,
i nothing we can do, but don't worry, everybudy Wwillfully hurt a person physically, or really
¢lse is probably doing everything possible.” wanted to. I wonder how a man can hate a

ft's especially hard when everyhody is saying woman so much that he witl force his atten-
I it. .\ran a wh)i'lc the spring of eternal hope tions on her just to prove to himself that be-
fvasn't much more than a §lowly leaking faucet, tause he's stronger he's hetfor. 1 wonder if
"o tatbed among ourselves ahout our hapes and T'm any bhetter than "? “.‘. since I want to
vafter a while, our fears and plans, and of exert my “power” hy h“"‘!_h"“- I'm caught
our anaer, our shock and our dishelief.. in 2 two-way trap. T can't just passively be
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feminine. As a child he is allowed to play
with Army dolls, but not people dolls (ideal-
ly, of course, he should be out playing base-
ball). Since feminine sctions can include
hugging, kissing, or hand-holding, these .are
strictly forbidden modes of expression. He is
also taught that "men do not cry”, and finds
himself in a position of possible ridicule if
he weeps. Thus, every effort must be made to
stifle these emotions; biting lips, clenching
teeth, etc. Such emotional suppression can ’
hardly be deemed héslthy. *

This suppression of emotion, affection, and
love is not a natural development, but rather
a social institution. Institutions can be use-
ful, but more often than not the institution
itself soon becomes wore important than the
human relations behind it. When this happens
the institution must be overthrown.

In America today there are some limited
areas and sub-cultures where this taboo
against touching is less predominant or even
non-existent. In some ways LRY is such an en-
vironment. But as LRY is made up of people
from many different backgrounds it is not
surprising to find that many people hold, very
strongly, their own personal defenses, which
do not crack easily.

What can be done about this situation? Dis-
Semenating literature on the subject or tell-
ing people that they should open up and
express their love more freely would do little
more than to cause a great deal of enbarass-
ment.

Ultimately, the solution to the problea
lies with you. Take » good look at yourself,
how loving you are towards others, and your
fears about expressing love through touching.
Is what you see something you wsnt to change?
If so, it may involve overthrowing deep soc-
ially-ingrained thought processes, fesrs, and
d;fegses. But if you really want to change, go
ahead. ..

Reach out. .t
Touch. ' :

Eric Ellerson || .

gl;ld that liberal me would never do such a
thing. I want to be able to strike back, but
1iberal me also tells me that violence only
leads to more violence. How do 1 contend with
the conflict between my emotions and my vir-
tue?

She talked with s woman from the rape cri-
sis center afterwards. 1 could have used
someone to talk to myself. e

ravi:l Iunes and Rieh Tacuber
navertment I
e Coy T
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Break Out of the
Sex-Role Prison

High School Women's Liberaticn is a col-
lection of over 20 articles sbout young wo-
men's liberation.

Included are several book reviews, poetry
by young women, and discussions about the
school scene, sexism in textbooks. sports,
lesbianism, black women, sexuality, legal
rights, and music. Lavishly illustrated. it is
the best resource for young women avallsble
anywhere ;

Order from Youth Liberation, 2007 Wash.

AL

tenaw Ave., Dept. W, Ann Arbor Mi. 48104, .
$1.25 each. i




