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ONE DAY ON A CAUFORNIA BEACH, I NOTICED THE WATER LOOKED
STRANGELY, IN FACT

REMARKABLY, LK
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During my most active years is LRY, I learned that people
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If you want a letter printed, say so, with or without your

of the same sex were not prohibited from showing affection to one
another, within the LRY society. [ guess.I picked up on the feeling
that eveyone is really ambisexual (I guess bisexual is a more
comfortable word), and that anyone who withdrew from same-sex hugging
or hand-holding was considered uptight. At that time my Gay aware-
ness was very low, and I was overwhelmed with the task of dealing
with my fears of sexually approaching the "opposite’ sex that I
didn't even consider that the person who might become both friend

name. 1 can send personal replies (including info on Gay groups,
politics, hcalth care, cte) c/o your local group or somcbody

else so ! don't even have to know who you are. It might sound
silly to make such a big dcal about identities, hut the people who
have power over us (parents, cmployers,friends} may do a complete
turn-around if they find out that thier collegue js Gay or curious.

I am sort of a delegate from the UUA Gay Caucus, and my
energics arc directed toward helping the caucus to provide for the

and lover could have a body as familiar as my own.

I am going to admit it, and you are allowed to nod in sad
agrecment from your private seat: as “"liberal” us I thought myself,
as able to deal with such strange things as drug consumption and
advisors using obscene language, I would not have been able to deal
with the discovery that one (or more) of the couples in the Satur-
day night 'Soft Room' was composed of two persons of the same sex.
The only time homosexuality was brought up was when a young man

joined the group as a representitive of Gay Liberation.
Gay person was the only such person 1 remember.

The token
Even the extremely

effeminate males were not called Faggots or judged to be Gay--

it supposedly made no diffeence to anyone.

But if they or any less

stereotypical persons really were Gay, I don't think they would
have found enough support within LRY to chance actually 'coming out'.

That was 3 years ago.

the continent----what are the vibes now?
sexuality in Sex-Roles workshops? HOW CAN WE MAKE LRY A PLACE WHERE
PLOPLE CAN EXPRESS THIER LOVE AND/OR SEXUALITY WITHOUT PRESURE TO

CONFORM, PREFORM, OR REFQRM?

I want to hear from Gay LRYers across

needs of young Gay people of the UUA community, because we need

each other's support.

1 will be continuing this column in People

Soup, and 1 WANT YOU TO WRITE TO ME: anyome who has a comment or

question to share.

The important thing is for persons to understand and share

jdeas about this unfortunately suppressed factor.

| hope that this

column will stimulate serious thinking, and with the hClP of my
peers we can begin to deal with the needs of a possibly ignored
part of our important LRY community.

This is a part of our lives--so let's learn from each other

so we can begin to educate those in power who don't understand.

Take Care,
f'atches

what happens when homo-
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Lver since the dissemination
of information on Andrew James
Phelps started, I have felt a
burning need within my psyche to
help stem the tide of spurious
lies. and propaganda which have
been "making the rounds", so to
speak.

A6t giotire Fheips.
@ mastec af dis-

Many pcople have scen different
sides of Phelps. tome see him as
a dangerous and threatening ent-
ity, hell-bent on his own destru-
ction and that of the civilization
as a whole. Some, those closer to
him, feel he is the repleat enig-
ma, devoid of guilt, full of dev-
jousness, and in general, a cal-
culating and callous man-thing,
disinterested in the welfare of
anyone but himself.

Perhaps ! should use this space
as a sort of history of the things
which have made Fhelps what he is
today. This will help you, the

rin

reader, to formulate your own op-
inion of this man, Phelps.

He was born Andrew James Phelps
on January 22, 1947. At an carly
age he exhibited an extensive in-
tercst in criminal science, using
all his savings to obtain the
“tricks of the trade" when still
a mere child. iie was recognized as
an cxceptional scholar in third
grade, when his teachers discover-
ed him translating Shakespcare in-
to Chaucer's English at the age of
ninc. e was judged mentally in-
competant at the age of thirtcen
and in ninth grade he was inst-
itutionalized. This in itself is
not unusval. Many otherwise hril-
liant prople have been shut off
from the mainstream of society
because they couldn't relate to
their educations. I know I have.

SA

rut 1 feel differently. for you
see, 1 am one of the fortunate
oncs. 1 have worked for, rith, in
spite of, and because of Phelps.
He has proven himsclf both as a
worthy adversary and a respectful
friend. And at the same time, he
has filled me with respect and
enveloped me with hatred. For,
you see, ihelps is not a happy
man.
I'heips was incarcerated at a
mental institution in Fall's
Church, Va. in 1967, at the age
of twenty. He immediatly set
forth to lead a sane and simple
existance, and follow his chosen
path, that of 2 criminologist.

Continued on rg 2.
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But all was not to be peaches and
cream for the houndegand perse-
cuted Phelps. He was turned down
for innumerable jobs in his chosen
biesd simply because he had been
incarcerated in a mental insti-
tution. /And as he found rejection
at every turn, his overladen mind
began, inexorably, to snap. lle,
eventually, turned to illicet
means in order to find shelter and
sustinence. And it was shortly
thereafter that Phelps' life was
changed for all time.

In desparation, Phelps turned
to the U.S. government for help.
hier he found, much to his surprise,
acceptance, friendship, and true
respect. [.is parents, who had
been rather underpriviledged men-
tally, were long since dead and
gone, and Phelps started to regain
some shreds of self-confidence.
For you see, Phelps had his first
job.

The government liked Phelps,
and he the government. lie applied
for, and won, a job as a secret
agent of the Central Intellegence
Agency. 'Yhile this may seem
cliche, he was very much envolved
in his work, and always completed
his assignments well ahead of
schedule.

Phelps did not spend his years
in the institution unwisely. i.e
used the facilities at his dis-
posposal to further his awareness
of his favorite subjects, and
this education paid off handsomely
when he went to the government
to apply for work. lie was hired
on as a clerk in the criminology
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To Elliot Kelper,

Dear Elliot,
Are you alive or dead?

Please respond in any case.

1'd love to hear from you.

Rachael Stark
50 Ashford St
Alhston, Mass
02134

John D.L.Rosett-- I miss
you.Where can I write you?
Love from your wife.Layni
Martin,1503 Montclair st.
Arlington,Tx.7601S.

Steve Marona-- people soup
eeps getting back the is-

drop by

personals

Sametimes reterced o1 taie Nyfen Piaca”

Beth Miller-- from Illinois.

Sorry _ didn't get to say
good-bye to you in Maine.
Will send some fed info soon
Love,Wayne from Maine.

Py 2

Kelly Zs- I'm thinking of
you.Love ,Maury.

Sheldon Sands in Cleavland
Heights~-1'd like to hear
from you-or even see you.

Love Rachell Chinitz in San

sues it sends you.Steve/

Diego.

Bill C.-if you write
me a letter 1'11
write you a letter-D.

IF ANYONE knows the
where abouts of Timmer
and Michelle please
tell me. D. Knight.

L.R.-when will I see

or anyone who knows his cor-
rect address please contact
people soup.

Nashville Way-Station
LRYers finding themselves

either passing through or
going to Nashville are of-
fered a place to stay-in the
beautiful Uncle Steve's
house. Featuring air cond-
itionings, a real mattress

. ( unless someone beats you
to it), and FREE conversation.
1/2 mile from the Unitarian
Church and within five miles
of most local LRYers. Guar-
unteed on night's lodging.
All this is abosolutely free
{no credit cards please). No
food is offered do to the
amazing low price. Call 615-
385-0073 for reservations.

Write to me! at my college address

Even Dresel

Carleton College

Northfield

Minnesota 55057

or_visit sy room 315 Davis. Or

To Beth Miller from Illinious:
Sorry 1 didn't get to say good-
bye in Maine. 1 will send some
fed info soon

Love Wayne from Maine

JLD...Fhelps and 1 love you be-
yond mere words, *and hope you're
recovering from your recent bout
with the blues. bee you sooner
than you think. Steve says
hello, etcetera.

P.5C. from Plaindield: Dirty pool
never got anyone anwhere. Only
in odd months are no trump non-
poisonous. Watchit. Love SRW.

B.E. from New New york. Put her
in neutral at stoplights, and
don't ride the clutch. Yours in
friendly admiration, Raggedy A.

K.0. Phoenix:
pie or die.

Get in touch, eat
Love, S.R.

phone (507) 645-4431 ext 308

you. D.K.
wichie L. from NFF...fact or fic-
tion? Only the Purple Hawks know

for sure.

To all our friends on shore
Dear everyone,Morning Dew
Associates has finally found
a luxurious home in Madison
suburbia.Our new address is
843 Barbra St. Sun Prarie,
Hisc.53590. (608)837-3560.
Take 90 and 94 to hwy 151.

7 miles down 151 then right
down Business 151(Main St.)
to Columbus.Turn left and go
to Clara St., turn rt.then
left on to Barbra.OR-take

151 to Columbus,turn left,
take the first left(Laurs)
then right on Barbra.

So be sure to cruise by some-
time.We'll be having our
Halloween Extravaganza ar-
ound CMF Fall conference,but
you're welcome anytime.We
should have enough accom-
odations to keep going in-
definately.

e love you madly--
Morning Dew Associates(Madison)

!:;iBegiégn. 4

wattin By 9. 8. WUCWA .
department of the federal govern-
ment, and quickly rose through
the heirarchy of that section

as so often happens, duane was

@ co-worRer with Phelps. Duane
provided a sympathetic ear. /nd
then, a sympathetic matress,

until he reached his goal in 1970, after the transit system closed

‘as a district inspector, a post

he held for three months.

Phelps was, for the first time, 8nd scared, and they drowned their'g

secure, There came a time, how-
ever, when his smzll, cozy and
secular life was plunged into the
very depths of despair and degre-
dation. Phelps, being a normal
and feeling human being, fell in
love. A young and intensely
intelligent fellow worker in the
department caught Phelp's eye,
and he hers. /And now, Phelps fel
felt, for the first time, that

down for the night. Maria was
drunk and afraid, and Thisbee old

common sorrows in the desparate
joys of their bodies. As the
popular song goes, "There's got
to be a morning after”, and sure
enough, there was. After a bitter
realisation of what she had done,
rfaria left Thisbee a note, went
to work, left a mote in the
Woman's washroom, and went home,
whetrethe poor, unhappy and madly-
in-love girl chased three hundred

most beautiful and intense emotion Seconals with a half-quart of

love. Things went smoothly, in
general terms. ut Phelps was,
let's be frank, a little unsure
of his social graces, and so
there were times when things were
awkward. It has already been
stated here that Phelps was in-
tensely intelligent, and he was

rubbing alchohol.

tome suicides are engineered
in such a manner that they may
be found before the accomplish
their last act, and it would ap-
pear that this was one of them.
Dut unfortunatly, the note in the
washroom was not found until it

certainly no insensitive, so these was too late, and so Maria, .

rocky periods in his life were
quickly paved over.
Unfortunatly, one of the most
obvious human traits is insecur-
ity. Lliaria, who by this time was
engaged to marry Phelps, went
out one evening with some of the
other people from her department,
and they all overinduldged, shall
we say, in the demon rum.
drunk acts as a method of tension
release, and also tends to remove
people’s inhibitions. Maria was
young, and possibly frightened by
the prospects of our society's
concept of marriage, and so, de-
cided to confide her fears in
one of her fellow workers, a man
named Duane Thishee, a 50-year
old divorced Episcopalian, and
member of the Lion's club. And,

Phelps* first and last love, per-
ished.

These things are never neat,
and Phelps was one of the first
to find out about his betrothed
one's death. The unfortunate
Phelps, for whom bad had followed
worse most of his life, was ut-
terly crushed by the death, which

Getting he interpreted as one of atone-

ment. Perhaps he was right, and
then, perhaps, his feeling of
responsibility was caused by a
mammoth ego loss, but whichever
the case, Thelps went around the
bend. Thisbee, realizing his
own implication in Maria's death,
followed the human instinct of
self-preservation, and left town
as soon as possible. Vhich was,
in fact, right away.

To be continued next issue....
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YOGA AT CONTINENTAL

-Dick amd i+ had decrded fo do some yoqa *bc‘cﬂw.f aside from the mt"h’

seven AM workshop  Ue walkgd aeross camp from the ree(isfrd';on
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\

N workshop. He was Tommuy.
Yo«].__ Wor sko‘, in the morhings
with Son was net o swﬁ,t.
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woou vather Ab it Blj.ovﬂdﬁ “\.Afr\
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in motion by a creek,
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whare Peace i the ml& ?6\‘
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wha
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Love —Kim Trippormith

13

. lOf‘jmg' Felkowseki

] wHEN

E cerpls }pranr.nen'm|
) c;n{eprencc Book Q7Y

—when L lefd for Contine nial
Corference, T expected eome-
Frma areat. I thoughd “wow, '

. finally gong to a conference
with pecple «oho are 1 horg oy
o alt Hhe social Ckﬁpf(‘{\sﬂ lr—g“:
ie. sex, nudity,loenqg a leader el

well,s found dlot of people twhowee
act:na like Hheg weren't horgop
or #hose prololems.—

. “herm a,

. well, what dogoy oayl abat
conference Z Al these people
ore iy brothecsond ersters. Has
_Qan Jou Earyeas e amounto

lowe 1 'ﬁw-:(-_q?—. I feel bappy,sad,

lore iy, Ioved.\ou.nj.cch(efnfd...
_Oh Kaw can Todayit | 5o much.
S0 vwichid ~8°"‘3 O,

oo, (Detroit)

T shall mEvER &3Et that mombENE,
Pud I'm suaE A0 ouf elsf will for
ME it woas axtna specral becaoss T
was with peeple From Michigau,Peunn
Syluamia, Lirgiia, Tewwessee, Mew Mak
w0 dlberts. lohat tetter way to
sEe the President's resiquabion thaw
with LARYers -From 3l airess the
continent 2 Alf of os broudht: up
d,'f.?ereutl-‘, in O fterentt. oreas,
Unnted through LRY, aud oun iu-
trest. w h:'sta-b' all of vs maitv'»s,
hepwJ ,wodn'en'na o hudkd by, Sround
the radio. WE ar lstewsd juteatly
one ’Obe!“L] .. and then....

REJOICE!

Oucs meak; Thask o, MilhoesE for
the wonrderful experiencs and -&-e
memorigs yov have given me gnd
awvl of us Contitsenstal Gaferens,
L/ou f\'uall..‘ 4.9 Shmehv'a‘Jj r{b;t-

.. mMarows Blsum’
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PMONDAY AND THE CRISIS

ONE MONOAY NPT TOO LONG AGO
THE INHABITANTS OF AN INNOCENT AND
QUIET PARESBYTERIAN CAMP FOUND THEM-
SELVES SUAROUNDED @Y A LARGE GROVP
OF PEOPLE, MOSTLY YOUNG AND CORRUPT.
THEY LOOKED AND SMmELs 60 STAANGL
AND UNCONTROULABLE . THIS SusSPICION
WAS CONFIRMED WHEN SEVERRC OF THESE
PEOSLE. TOOK OFF THEIR CLOTHES. THE
CAMP CARETAKER , BALD, SHINT, CLEAN mA.
GRIMES, DID WHAT ME HAD TO; HE CALLED
THE POLICE.

AN EMERGENCY MELTING wins cALLED.
THE POLICE., WE WEAE INFORMED, HAD
PUT THE cAmP ON A TWENTY- FOUR HOUR
PATAOL. A RESIDEAT OF THE STATE m™eD
US THRT THEY #NGHT BAING IN D005 TARIND
TO SWIFF QUT DOPE,. THE GROUP RECESSED
FOR FIFTEEN MINUTES . mANM PEOPLE
DASHED TO THE OATHA0IMS.

PEOPLE THEN REJOINED EACH OTHER 1M

aﬂe_ LDOOE. IT wAS DaciOED O SET VA A
CONFERENCE, AFFAIRS CommiITTEL  OR

CAC , FOA THE PUAPOSES OF SELF-
POLICING, A FEW PEOALE FELT vERY
NecATIVEe RBOUT THIS VOICinG FEARS
THAT THE CAC MENALARS wouro BE
OVER LEALOUS s# THEIR ACTIONS .

THEIR FEMRS udRE RELATIVELY UNFOUNDD,
AS THL CAC 010 NOT Get IT TOSETHER
ENOYGH TO MLET FoR TuWOOANS.

OURING THE BLISIrELS MEETINGS OVER THE
CRISIS, SEvERAL GOOD THINGS WERE SA1D.

THE TYPicoL LRY PANAAT/A
OVEA rHE PFOLICE AND THE CAmS CEEicraly
SHowe D ul, FPECPLL REMINDLD THE CAMPIRS
QF THE COMmON HumaniTy BETWeEN VS
AND TrHerm . manY PEOPLE VIILED THEIR
HOPES THAT Wi couLD SUCLEED /N ESTABLISHING
A TAUSTNG COMmumITY OF LRYERS,

TuERE was ALSO A LOT OF FAUSTRATICN
ABeUT THE RECUNDANCY SnD NCISE AT
THE TwO MEerinGs. SOMLONE FPOINTED CUT
THAT THIS SORT OF THING wAS INEVITABLE
YO A DLsqsL AS A BY-PROOVLY OF THE
TAULN PROBVCTIVE THINGS THAY WERE GOING
on . AS THE WEEN WENT ON, TRE masr/nGS
@OT QUIETER ANO THE FRUITAATION wAS
REOUCED. .

THE Resuers of THE caisis wERE, N
MY OPINION, POSITIVE AATHIR THAN MECATHE
THE LCATERENCE MRD LESS (OPE AND
HULE BREAKING BECAVSE cF T 4:\:0”‘ or
THERE wAS AN m'uz.tmpn .—‘,.:”r.-a}/n«;_
REsPOnS 18Ty TEWILOS

commyn Ty,
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anbmentai Confere

F‘\cbs L-), Matthew Eoston

S0 TWIS 1S coNTINENTAL >
FAR ouT.. .

ALL 1 CAN SAY 15 1T WAS geen
THE HAPPIEST WEEK | HANE EVER,
SUFFERED TuROUGH,

LAUGHED ThROUGN,

SUNG TuROUGH,

BEEN wirep ovT TAROUGH ,
OR LIVED THROUGH
1 Loveo 7

THANK You  gacH anoD
EVERY ONE OF Yoy

THANK, You
DAVIO INNES

ADwInTie lzre

Upoes armival gt Cond ineatal
Conrere.n((' cveryane hong a-
round the, Reqisiration Biidig
tatlkding fo old { riencls, anct mert
N meoones, JJhen i was 4ime
{r wocabinprcking. TViwesdrawon
© calbnn ’:{‘ becatse mint of mud
{ riencls were there and T heard
Some good music comning from
Q casset-te plyyer So Hhe Cabin
One-ers assembled.

Lenrnechialeiy she drab camp
eabin wiasg cedecarated.
bunks were moved around ai
:ﬁackeg inad {fecenlarrange-
ment, A carpet was irmmprou
from a tamand twae coudhes
LWEre macle {rom mmatliresses.
G coffee table was made from
a Sunarr_‘e:,c and +oo bhreic ks.
Beeavse of the extravadgant
decon; nesters were tacked o
ol rénarmed #he cabon Lo
Maison de la Bowdoir "or Mor
rixson's Hotel!

The {-rj' r\n’ehf & Hot seat
quedtion oame ook place.cmd
we feund aGE a little ymere abxd
each nthe r "Buflsiit "or T Decht
1t " wes & conmmon hoveelhold |
word q:i\l.pd caloin one. While

Gy ing Hais card garme You're
EMLW lacqning h?o g rd for
words or b3 [lg3Tthng O*b\e' pby-
ers loudlly

Mast of us st “"1‘36 wery clezn
in Catoin Y./ Crazy Foam® .F.' hts
WEre 3 Commmanr oecurante and
usually erded upin Showers,

C r?blr\"_i. (alias Masson dela
Rowlon or Mareison's HoteDuws
a c’rCak flarr 1 be . e cl(3m‘
v regedbec~ Uortherners, Seirth-
erners, L anternemsond Wester-

ners — mMeq 'lloﬁ an

going cul 4o Mebraska,
Yo sleep with buFiale women,

and 104 Coming around the
coraei

+o hiss ine 19«(;\1311‘(,
Thei - breast and rounded toes
comTorting my soul,
but youw're qhe only one
whao sits sleepless at night
waifing for yow~ bhaby
thally sl maginect ina.
clreann. i
S fatre woen with eyesof
demtured <)<-,~ch
tn aebrasical

-Doug Vurtx
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On Silk Screc_nﬁ

SilK Screeniny i an -
{ercs(u»g anol wse ful '\(:,Ibg
1o pick up- G Pov‘\'(».nr-( toueh
be acded {o those

can
sld T shints. Lioucanodso
make your oswit osters,

. There «we severak tech-
negues used (m silk s ceening.
To make 3 simpie clesign a sin
Ul can pe Gd cut of papen
and placed on the screen
Then the dye i s%uee:;iex{
ACroog  the Stenel.ba print s
Made. Qnotinr: methed (s to
gr—a_-.x e design ortc the
Kreen wuith wax. Then Y N
Vater basedglue. Tt 30;1‘&8
'ZV"v,ukwo @xceot where the
Wak (3. The wax (s then re-
Mmoved and the dye s pulon.
Tl\is'.'s called ua! resfc?a‘!.

. Vhote silkscreen «sn tech-
nque where stencils-ars :
made From filnd negative
Ir\;‘rodu'l-lr, delail can be.
achieved b Gitizé ¢
method , g wltlizdng this
P ‘ch.f Batéershally, from

ia ] ‘ .
tau kd(e-iﬁr:u&" 'P('.‘ngylva‘"'a'
Sh 9 2 stlkscreen worg.

(’°F A Continent, g/ th(s
ZLa_r. N2 loarned heow to

° ¢ 3bout three years ago
t Cainp,

- reg Raaau\

Conformiry in LR.Y-

Durinq Continent=! Conferene
i've comé 1o Hhe reali mation
alout LRY ; we’re about “the st
oo genous Qv inaqinebie.
The cormmmoni re acied almeost
Urani moosly (A Hhe same ways i
several imardents such as Ut
resignation and the Me:lj:;ld
Crisis’ We dress +he same wiy
and tallk Hhe same way, 15 eaxy
to pick an LR Yer out of acrowd.Ta
forrnal saciety we sren quite.
aceepta blc‘l i LRY we have.
ereated an accepting envirenment
(or oursefues, :

Alvhough many of 05 are dan
Cn Oame playgin tRY has 1t
Gw?aanﬂe’; :,\33,;,25,;,_.,, Jhece s
& itdal for mcejmc\ Peoplﬁ{"'
getling into a 603 Lo e menl
with :?em,{o.— saymg gosctbre st

e guilar rosc.

Openivg

corrinqy 1 fe

Sprovting — orowivgy

beéricruna ot do Rt | » el
Amd reFrn.r\rj haclk ovic

7=+ 5 old age and

] hpq-nnnrfs 1

seed

-dm,S wourtz

Y

someda
i ?.nd qé-u“:
and | will ac

Placeferever

wit e WOSdarake.
and Jhe sunshune
arxl e Cer 9.'",“ wind
AN

' wal kK into this pla
fareCenand neobr ©
wonder when 1 have
toleave,and .
twidt stag with e
Aransluce Wl ieauves,
andct the lavgihier

of the brigiat
haired sun
children and

loating
vl mg o the
Sormeday

it Cermemper
noi 1p F(" -4
how thn’ln willhy

some r\.ak{.

— SUNSAN

e ena of the confecence
Hhem. Tt .5 25 <o) 10 manien
a purphL ame playin relation-
oWip gkl as it is onduilhere.
eloe . Our gavres are }l.“’prvnl
L‘é\om those of soc.edd at lartii;
euf are junmt as dishorest (]
Cormnnnunaty sets o Clarnels
o socialiAte rac4mons -Qre we
B""“J 1o let fese channelslBY
= orcatec] UIe ur hehavor
arnd et d 2
Back to conform 1y Confv.»--.{}
i5 rmither bad nar gaedt. @ grucp
120 Qroop becauvse i1 mrembers
have shered cmrew-iar.sﬁcs'];
10y r‘(..[r.rm fe.eaetn o e The
question (s wheither we will cons
form o LR qroup standared=,
witfh Masking and gameplagng,
or uirth kmeguj andoler ande

—Sunsan Fabrick
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QA coulh
Sofs, warm, ard Caring

Ig soctv\.ln? A
and comforeing
to me

your fingertips

hike warm raind.rops
wash Bway my drmﬁu}
My touch (n return™
Thank you.

— meg Ragan

Alternative Vocations

JOE NOLK  FROM THE AMERICAN
FAIENDS SERVICE, Commirres LFD A weer
SHOP on ALTERNATIVE VCCATicNS . RECVT .
TWENTY-E1VL, INTERESTED PEORPLE A33EMEBLED
IN THE LO0AE WEONESORY MERAING  AVGUST
P THE WK SHOP BEGAN WitH a momenT
OF SiLENCE.. 17 A SUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT
ro ascoms AQuanrED A GAME wAs PLAYD
I wWHICH EACH PEASan TOLL WHY HE HAD
COME 70 YWE worKSHOP.

THE wWoRKSMOP BOCUONT QUI THE FAZT rRAT
SOME PECPLE, FELT M CONFLICT QFTwéEA
WHAT THEY THOUGHT THEY MARO TC 00 AAQ
WHAT THEY WANTED TO 00.  FOR ErxamPLE
PECPLE. THOUMHT THAT Y 6osmt 70 SCHOCL
OR OCiNG WOAK THEY D10 NOT Eh’Ja\l, THEY
WERE BUVING THEIR FREL Tim&. 4 mMAIOR
QUESTION wWAS, ™ WHAT CAN | DO THAT IS
GRATIFYING For me ? "

OCCULATIONS MENTIONED INCLVOED THE
ARYS aMD TEcumpLoGicdr, FIELDS. PEOPLE
HOREED THAT yugy womo RATHER NAVE
A J0B /A WHICH THEY ARE THEIR
Own 4035 . ALSO PREFERED, wouLD BE
A TYPE, OF womkX SERVING FPEOPLE
RATHER THAN THE DASTERS ©F soc:gr\l

Think Twiag

loow into eyes for justsol

wnt: { the 3“‘“‘1 come alon, s
Sust look until you're metd
and then vhe skin and Fringe

degscend

and ydar sight resets Bgain

Trink twice, biink quick and mme—

too k away to stones I'n wall

And 015 all so rM"U
leause T lore the waty she
looks -
and ! just want to be swal-
iowed ¢n .rpedl:,',-s 2yes
and Shelves of wnregd
printiess books, 2
Think twice, blink ek
angl (dok awsy 10 baards i
fleors
Tnals why you're in this room
iastead , .
with two small windows rain~
i
and a pildow Jor your head
beside no -cv‘ievd, complaining
yow can't stand +o revet the
Filling basins
Fliecl with jugs For Howr own
wuse .
Seak your ayes in uqﬁal juice,
clearse alt anay the cod abuie
Think +wice, bliRk guick and

teok away at prin ponts !

T cannot find myeomly micron .
vacant and wunkept, i
Semewhere lbcked \n caniess

4
ROV suinging cupboard doors
and mua\lq slipy i:g deassar !
drawers, enhandled, :
Sm'..ling at floors. K

—Dick Sehwass i
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AN LRY SYMBOL? *

Contrary to popular beliefs the official LRY symbol has not yet been chosen.
discussion the Board decided to narrow the possibilities
this page and give you the final say on what symbol you want.

symbol as the offical LRY symbol.

After a lengthy

down to the three symbols that you see on
You also can decide not to have any

So, the final decision is down to you.

Fill out the ballot and send it to:
LRY Symbol 25 Beacon Street, Boston,
Mass. 02108, Deadline for casting your
ballet is October 20, 1974.

E] Symbol 1
I:] Symbol 2
] Symbol 3

Symbol

[::] No

Cut along dotted line.

DETROIT CATHOLIC PAPER FIRES GAY COLUMNIST °

DETROIT (LNS)--A columnist for the Michigan
Catholic, the Detroit archdi weekly paper,
was fired recently when he was quoted in another
newspaper as the local president of Dignity, a
national organization of Roman Catholic gays.

Brian McNaught has filed a complaint with the
city's Human Relations Commission in protest of
the fireing. Detroit's city charter, which went
into effect earlier this year, states that no person
can be "denied enjoyment of civil or political rights
or be discriminated against in the exercise thereof
because of race, color creed, national origin, age,
handicap, sex or sexual orientation."

:largaret Cronyn, editor or the paper, said that
McNaught's column was dropped along with others be-~
cause of space problems and because his writing was
"detrimental" to the paper. The paper has been re-
duced from 10 to 8 pages but McNaught maintains that
the previous editor, who is now on leave of absence,
had known of his homosexuality and had said that his
column would be continued and others dropped.

McNaught had previously come under fire for a
cotumn in the June 20 Michigan Catholic in which
he said that homosexuality was no mor abnormal
than being left-handed, but did not say that he
was gay. On July 6, the Detroit News quoted him as
Dignity chapter president. Two days later his col-
umn was dropped from the paper.

Tihe provision in Detroit's city charter prohib-
iting discrimination on the basis of 'sexual orien-
tation" was not given publicity until shortly before
the charter became effective. The Catholic Church
locally did not fight the provision. In other parts
of the country, however, the church has come out in
full force. 1In New York City, for instance, a power-
ful, last minute campaign by Catholic church offic-
ials helped greatly to defeat a similar clause in
that city's charter.

Diversity Has No Symbol

1 was present at a bit of organ-
ised chaos called the LRY Board
meeting. One apenda item was the
choosing of an LRY symbol. Accord-
ing to the discussion, the major
reason for acquiring an official
LRY symbol is that it will unite
us. This 1 doubt as there was more
controversy on this issue than on
many apparently more complex argu-
ments. °

It seems to me that an official
symbol is against the very concept
of liberal religion (two thirds of
LRY's name), Liberal religion means
that you think about what you be-
lieve in. Official religious sym-
bols throughout the ages have been
used specifically against thought,
i.e., in the middle ages you did
not think about the teachings of
Jesus, you were just willing to
"die for the cross.” You left the
thinking to the church.

LRY is my religion, read religion
to mean "way of life." 1 do not

want my way of life to be represented

by a symbol that can be misinter-
preted, or worse, used to replace
the thought and spiritual effort
that has gone into each individual
LRYer's search for meaning. I would
really like to think that LRY {s be-
yond the peint that it needs some-
thing like an official symbol.

In the past year I have seen a
lot of really good symbols made up
by locals and federations that are
much more valid than a Continental
symbol would be. I can look at these
symbols, see the letters L, R, and Y
beneath, above or around them and
know that this is what LRY is to the
people vho use that symbol. It is
not necessarily what LRY is for me
but I can appreciate in the extrem:
that this is what LRY is for them.
I think that LRY symbols should be
just like LRY; ever changing, ever
growing, and always being created
anew,

-Alan Trachtenberg

Free Symbols

There are a numher of reasons why
L.R.Y. should not have an official
symbol. To see this one must look at
the role of official symbols in soc-
iety and at people's reactions to
these symbols.

Symbols are used to focus people's
attention on energy. "l'ally 'round
the flag" is a phrase which expresses
this. .ut when energy is focused on
a symhol, this energy is not necess-
arily being focused on what the symbol
represents. ihe ideas behind the
symbol are often relegated to the sub-
conscious. The symbol then supercedes
the idea it stands for. This is not a
direct result of the use of symbols,
but of their repeated use. Symbols,
vhen repeated, do not provoke thought
by people; they are used instead of
thought.

An official L.R.Y. symbol would be
more or less permanent and in frequent
use. Thus, it would have all these

LEGISLATING MORALITY GETS EXPENSIVE

#/SHINGTON (LNS)--A Washington 9

Superior Court Judge has estimated
that it takes $18,000 to arrest
one prostitute or gay man for sol-
iciting. This figure includes
police training, court procedures,
and the cost of maintaining a vice
squad. '

problems. If, however, there was no
official symbol, people could use
whatever symbol represented their idea
of L.R.Y. at the time. The symbols
could change easily and freely as L.R.V.
changes. If a symbol became meaningless
or came to have bad meaning to some
pcople, it would just be replaced by
some other one. The use of several sym-
“.ols over a period of time or at the
same time would be far less likely to
become meaningless or obsolete. A
symbol could be changed of its symbolic
meaning (like the flame of knowledge in
the chalice) become different from the
real meaning of the symbol (what the
group is and does}.

Free Symbols for Free Religion!
Vote No
to All Proposed L.P.Y. Synbols!!

-Even Dresel

/
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Deah People Soup,

Thie ahticle is fo' th' benefit o' awl you Northerners.

Puleeze beah in mind that owah R's ah practically nom-existant
and fo' writin' purposes have been replaced by K's,

We ah from Atlanta, as in Georgias, and we would like ya'll
to know a 11'l bit about owah 1i'l ol' town. Many stories seem
to goin' 'round 'bout the South which eimply ahn't true! this
is pahticulahly true concernin’ accents. Theyah 18 no such
thing as a Southern accent so ya'll can clesh yo' 1171 ol'
haids of such a silly notion raht now.

Mah sistah and I recently attended a Continental Conference
in Durham, North Carolina. We had th' distinct puleasuh of
meeting many of ya'll from 'round the country. We were informed
by many of you nuhvy folks up theyah that we talk funny. Now
let me make ome point clesh: We ah not bittah about ya'll
makin' fun o' owah speech.

About owah town: Aftah Th' Fire (surely ya'll remembah that),
We were forced to move to owah humble plantation. Furthah, we
had to release ovah haf o' owah slaves. If it weren't fo' owah
cotton and tobaccah flelds, I don't know how we would have
managed cuz mah Maddah, the Colonel, says the only money in th'
South is in cotton o' tobbacah. Mah sistah and I had to give
away all but 3 o' owah hoop skirts. Worse still, Ashley no
longah comes to cawl. Natchally a Southern Belle, without a
man, is nothing.

1 do sincerely hope this ahticle cleahs up many of th' mis-
conceptions held about owah South. Ya'll come see us now, heah?

Miss Nina West Dear Soup,

Miss Eron West

and spacing.

come a mewspaper.
ever is vogue.

Dear People Soup:

Today I recieved my very first copy of People Soup.
ings are mixed.
it in a wrapper of some sort?

ed. 1If it hadn't been for some excellent articles 1 would have
given up in complete disgust.

I've included some more 'poetic works” and let me tell you, it
makes me happy to see a paper who doesn't believe in just prose and
Too many little papers these days seem to feel that by in-

pictures.

You arrjved faithfully the other day as usual in the latest fashions.
This time [ believe it was from New York judging by the perfect lines

1 very much approve of you choice of layout from the
cf Sears, or was it JC Penny's?
Beautiful black and white.

1 enjoyed receiving you as always.
See you next month and as always dressed as what-

My feel-
The contents are excellent-- l'ut why can't you send
I got nine pieces of mixed up paper
and by the time I had them together my ardour was somewhat dampen-

Dear Soup,

My Concern:

1 suppose it's busically about social actions, if you think
about it. I've been very active in LRY in the past year, at lots
of conderences and board meetings, and now as I have some time
to reflect on the year, what do I see? | get this awful feeling
of emptiness. I'm afraid , at times, the whole LRY scene is a
big game. I don't get any speritual motivation from LRY itself,
1t's the people who I can see anytime I need. Uhat I have gotten
out of it, is how to run an organization and board meetings. To
me it has no goals, those listed in the constitution are vague
and don't mean too much, which leads me back to my original point.
LRY must have a goal, something tangable. Social Actior is prob-
ably the best way to achieve these goals, In the past Social
Actions has been a lot of thalk and packets and suggestions.

Very social but no action. 1t's true that there are possibil-
ities, but there must be more probability. Yet here 1 set com-
plaining and I;n not even going to suggest anything, hut Believe
me, I'i willing to help. 1'm also wondering of or how many
other people sre feeling this way.

Wayne Forester
15 Prince St
Attleboro, Ma 02703

fall line
I just love maxis and the color!

Sometimes I wish I could be-

Fillie Wombat Jr. XIX

Dear Soup:

1 find the action of the Board of Trustees at the most
recent Board meetings concerning the Director of Communication
and Publications most distressinp., First of all, the procedure

. .followed by the Board was highly irregular. I am referring to
‘the nomination of candidates after ballotting had begun, and
the failure of the Chair to close nominations when there were
no more nominations, as per Roberts Rules of Order, page 172,
It seems to me that the nomination and renomination of cand-
idates after the ballotting had begun was an act of desperation
and foolishness on the part of the Board of Trustees,

The instructions to the Executive Committee to find a suit-
able person to fill the office of Director of Communication
and Publications are unfair, They are unfair to the Candidates
as well as the Board for the following reasons. The candidates
will have been defeated by a person who did not even have the
interest to run for the office at Boards, and it is unfair to
the Board because they Will not have had the opportunity to ask
questions of the person or find out the opinions and views of
the person as they did of the candidates who were at the Board
meetings.

Milo Velimirovic

Dear All and Sundry:

While loitering about the LRY office one day (Sept. 3 1974) as
this ish of Soup was getting together, I chanced to read Milo's let-
ter, and since I was personally and deeply involved in the matter,
and hold a considerably different viewpoint than Milo's, I felt
compelled to respond, already.

First of all, the matter of closing nominations seems to me to be
a technicality only. The fact that there were several mominations
made after balloting had begun, vhile it may indeed he categorized as
an "act of desperation", merely indicates that the Board was attempting
to make the best possible choice.

The candidates were not defeated by any one person, regardless of
that person's interest or lack thereof. The Board simply declined to
elect any of the candidates that were available for the office at that
point in time and space.

Finally, it secms absurd to me to talk about the Board being un-
fair to itself. The Board decided (since none of the candidates which
it had, wvh, scrutinized, were suitable) to give a mandate to a committee
composed of the electedold and new exec comms to, piving due considera-
tion to the feelings the Board had indicated, find someone who could
meet all the requirements for the position.

Speaking from the unique position of one who was both a Board member
and a candidate, I can understand that the Board was put in an extremely
difficult position, and all things considered I feel that they took the
most responsible course.....I'n: glad, I'm glad, 1". glad.....

nuch love

cluding any poetry they leave themselves open to attack as a "wishy-

washy" jpaper.

Sincerly yours,

Arlee Barr

RR 3 Guelph

Ontario, WIH-GH9
'

leople Soup is far from that, though, and that's great.

Bill Cameron
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR AND LIXE THAT
-FROM DANNY PENTLARGE ABOUT BOARDS_ AFFILIATIONS ETC.

Dear PEOPLE SOUR

August 18, 1974
1 write to you from the Annual Board Meeting of Liberal Religious

Youth, inc. 1 came here as the representative of Central Massachu-
setts Federation of Liberal Religious Youth, expecting rather vaguely
that I would be empowered to vote on the Board in the interests of my
fed. 1 say, "vaguely," because approximately two weeks before Boards
1 was sent a copy of the "Board Packet" which included a letter from
Adam Auster to the effect that CMFLRY had not affiliated with Liberal
Religious Youth, Inc. This came as something of a surprise to me, as
I had beer led to believe by the former fed president that we had
affiliated. I now see that it would have been impossible for us to
affiliate, as we do not currently have the three local groups re-
quired by the bylaws for affiliation. In any case, because of for-
warding problems, 1 recieved the packet the day before 1 left for
Boards; too late to start a new local, or much of anything else for
that matter.

All of the above is history of a sort. The import of this letter
is that CMFLRY now finds itself in the unhappy position of wishing to
affiliate, but secing it as being more advantageous to remain unaffil-
iated. You see, not only did the Board vote to require dues of fed-
erations, but it also designated CMFLRY as Central Mass. Area, and
suggested that we be given special attention (presumably to improve
us).

Now while CMFLRY can probably use some help, judging by Continen-
tal's past performance, 1 do not forsee their being of great help in
the coming year. Continental's packets don't seem to have great ap-
plication to CMFLRY's problems, and in the instances in which they do
apply, well Continental is notorious for selling it's packets to just
anyone. As for its other activities, well, with the exception of
PEOPLE SOUP, also available to people in mere "areas', I myself can
see no way in which CMFLRY could benefit by affiliation with Liberal
Religious Youth, Inc. This is an extremely regretable situation, and
one that I hope to see changed, but for the present, while Continental
Lixecs, and members of any and all affiliated feds are utmostly welcome
to attend any CMFLRY functions, I cannot forsee any action on our part
to affiliate, and as CMFLRY Secretary/Co-ordinator (and as Continental
Liason), I shall advise my fed accordingly.

sincerely,

Daniel Eaton Pentlarge
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Dear People Soup,

illusioned by the events and interaction
conference.

not really understanding why. This confusion is

At Continental Conference this year, so much of t
difficult time was created for everybody to handl

is fine until things don't seem to be going just

ference and has an idea of what they would like

of head. (I hope so anyway)

everyone reallv is easier to deal with and enjoy.

Finally, T hope people
"Bad Personal State of Mind".
but only if everyone understands the difference.

People Soup:
1 am pleased to receive the first issue of "People Soup"...

3
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lFirst of all- LRYers-I love you
Dear Soup,

Continental Conference
Chapel Hill, North Carclina
neat experience. I enjoyed
a lot. ihile I was there I
ed a number of workshops. Ome of
these was a rape workshop. At the
time this workshop didn't effect
me much. Although, of course, I
was concerned about rape, it didn't
seem real. "As if it could really
happen to me."

To get to the point. "On my
way home from OPIK, which 1 also
attended, 1 was raped. 1 don't
know how I would have gotten
through the experience if 1 hadn't
gone to that workshop. I feel
one of the reasons I wasn't hurt
was that the workshop gave me con-
tidence in myself, and that no
matter what this maniac did to me
I was still the same person. A
sister to you all.

I want to thank all the people

in that workshop. Actually, all
the people of LRY for making me a
stronger person. I twuely am
empowered.

in

was a
myself
attend-
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At many of the conferences I've been to recently, many people
including myself, at times, have been pretty depressed and dis-
that took placc at the
They would come to me and complain of being upset and

into frustration which can be damaging to a corfercnce atmosphere.
People in this condition often just come to the conclusion that
what's ippened to them is the result of a "Bad Conference".
next step is to wall yourself off from the community, or to lay
some really angry, destructive emotions of the conference committee.

1 think 1 understand how much of this depression starts.
people just go to conferences because it is something they do; which

ings set in and they don’t know how to change whats going on.
ever, if you think about it, cveryone has a rcason to go to a con-

Once they know their particular plans, then, if things don't "seem
right”, they know what to change and how to improve their own state

Also, I've found that 1 appreciate a total experience . muchmere.
if 1 know why 1't. involved in that particular experience.

can separate a "Pad Conference' from a
Because both of these can he changed,
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Loving you,
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because it would take too long
and the only way to do it was
through Robert's Rules. Ihen

you tried to fight something
through the rules, people had a
tendancy to say BULLSHIT,and then
not really listen at all. 1 saw
this happen many times.

Since so much was done at
Boards, and I believe all actions
are to he found elsewhere in this
Soup, I won't go into what was
acomplished, other than to say
that a lot of it was bullshit,
and some of it wasn't.

I will go into what went into
all that was "officially acted on"
by the Board. I feel that the
majority of the board members were
all very, very committed to doing
what was best for L..Y., and this
was part of the reason that there
was much repetion in the meetings
and they were so long This is
a very hard thing for a devoted
cynic to say and 1 wouldn't say
it unless I believed it. People
# ought to think a little about the

often transmitted

The

his happened that a
e.
Mlost

right; the bud feel-
low-

to see take place.

In short,

Jeff Barnes
503 falkirk rd.
Viimington, DEL

1 is long over due that the young people of our "Church" uake 19803 . commitment it takes to spend hund -
thier views known to us-- " The Establishment'--they call us STy T i # reds of dollars of your own money,
here...

I note the article by Scott Herrick, a fellow Miamian, :ho
acts as an advisor to LRY group--not at our Church...(which is
the) Unitarian Universalist Society. The LRY group here is
dormant. I feel it is a great loss to the Church and the Comm-
unity, lor I sincerely believe that all people, young and old,
should be involved in the community in which they reside, and
the world at large.

But, let me return to Scott's opinion "'e must first develop
a sense of our own center before we can reach out in any mean-
inful way. 1 don't feel we can develop Outreach until we have
worked on Insight--on Inreach." lic have been waiting for three
years in our Church for our Youth to have completed this search-
ing for their “Insight--on Inreach.” Perhaps, learning and
involving ourselves in the 'Uutreach”, it will help us to find
our own insight. ‘lan is not an island, it is an old cliche, lut
it is true! The Environment in which we live, work and play help
us to find our own niche. 1 so wish that our youth would work
together with the "Lstablishment" who are not all stupid and out
of step. There are projects in the zcmmunity that arc crying
for help of volunteers--intelligent and sincere velunteers. e
need them in our work with young ex-uffenders, we need them in
After School House where underpriviledged children seek help with
their home work, or help the migrant workers, etc. Qur Church
is singular because it accepts 13 year olds as full fledged
members and permits them to vote at Congregational meetings
and serve on the Board. llere is an opportunity for our young
people to make thier voices heard. let's start a dialogue,
and you may tell us what's wrong with us, but you, too must

listen to our opinions. ). perrschaft

Miami, Fla. '

i to spend hours and days of your
) time doing shit work, to fly 2,000
miles (or hitch)just for 7 days of
Buard meetings just for l.r.y..
Just think about it a little,
think if there's anything else
couldn't imagine a better placc. you're that devoted to. That's
The town was beautiful and the all T ask.
peopie were all incredibly friend-

ly

L‘u/
Boards this ycar, were held in
Charlottesville, \irginia. |

The Board comnsisted of 25
voting members, 2] fromfeds and
regionals, and 4 continental tacos.
There were mectings everyday for

7 days. \c spent an average of

10 to 12 hours a day in board
meetings. All mectings were

run by Robert's Rules of Order.

In general the meetings tended

to be very low-leyed, with a

All my love,
Gen Alexander

P.S. Just a word about the
Munchkins. I feel that it was
only through the work of the
Munchkins that I kept sanity
during the board meetings and 1
want all to remember:

very high level of concentration. G.I.L.L.I.A.M
This was caused, partially be- 0ST11 MU
cause most of the board members D B K N
were very tired from Comtinental EE C
Conference '74, the week before, R H
and partly because of the way A N
the meetings were run. Uhat that L 1
means is that Robert's Rules, out N

of necesity, dragged out meetings
50 that after the first few meet-
ings no one really wanted to

tand up for the minority opinion,




no

arlee

a freudian slip
he said smiling crookedly

she replied absently
i think it was lace
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Blooming

barr Something fresh,
Young and alive,
Twisting, moving, shooting, telling...
"“Just for you..."
It can be heard in the words of the waves,
Or even on a cold sunless day,
Living, Growing, not knowing,
"lgr you, only for you...
¥or you hold the key,
And you may touch, lhear, and see,
The world as you please...”
Rilly Grassie

"
et
u\M‘“m MYTH HAM-LET
""\wlhqmnlmﬂ" (S 1 know a girl who once knew g raiimes
a myth personally, i feel like taking a bow.
it st
but it died of disbelief. § just that i

Rebirth Of Democracy

1 looked at his face, brown and clear;
mellow eyes rejoicing! ‘Thriving

in the warm contentment of unity.
Firelight flaring

against

Firelight flaring, swelling,
recreated in two hundred faces;
intensc in the encrgy of the instant.
This instant will be forever.

Struggle ignites the coals,

which have always shimmered from the mountains,

from the rainbow in the desert-

our communion is shared by two billion. -
Carol Suzanne Lashof ﬁ *
P
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This year's BOTs were held after Continen-
tal Conference, as usual, in lovely Charlotte-
sville, Va. The proceedings were smooth and
well attended, and in contrast with previocus
board meetings, the BOT was not only fully
representative, but truly empowered.

Arrivals from Continental were scheduled
for Sunday, August 11, but as usual, there
were people straggling in all thru the week.

Since the minutes of the meetings are
being distributed in an all-church mailing
at the end of September, I'11 only wention
the most important items of business in this
article.

Aside from regular business, several
controversial matters were discussed. One
that rose the most furore was a Minority
Report on Directorships by Adam Auster con-
cerning the establishment of a fifth direc-
torship, that of intergenerational activit-
ijes and affairs. The debate centered around
problems relative to housing, finance, and
rationale. Vhile most people felt that the
proposal was a good idea, there was a feel-
ing that the board,{which would have had to
pledge a total of $1500. , to be delivered
by September 15, to ensure the budget) would
fail to deliver. As a result, the motion
failed by a tie vote,

This was also the year that saw sweeping
changes in the LRY constitution to ensure the
legitimacy of federation representatives by
establishing prerequisites for member status.
This will ensure the existance of a fully
responsible board. Another result was a more
ridgid definition of what constitutes a local
group, and similar guidelines for feds. The
requirements are as follows: a local group
must consist of four regular members, and a
‘federation must provide evidence of thirty
active people to fulfill its mandate as a
fed, which would have representation on the
Continental board.

Another resolution which raised consid-
erable controversy was the question of dues,
and the repercussions of that debate will
fill the halls of LRY for several months to
come, at least. Under the terms of the propo-
sal, which was passed, each federation must
pay $50. in dues annually, in order to pre-
serve its affiliate voting status. In the
event that the federation had more than $200
in its treasury, it would be asked to con-
tribute 25% of any monies above snd beyond
the initial §50. The argument which followed
the presentation of this propesal was both
vehement and lengthy: it revolved around the
fears of the smaller federations that it would

w
this one curl
that hangs dark

why should it be
so unique

among all the others

don't know where i'd
keep it

~arlee barr o yhat to use it for.

-arlee barr

Solitary Reflections

Cemented to a rock,
your forehead one observes the smaller pgieces.
A minute waterfall-

tumbling, tumbling.

“mashing the pane of water
below.

arlee barr snd I, like the water-
IS falling, falling,
° into a bigger whole.

% And observing the smaller pieces.

g
v W
g

; ELLEN BRUCE

“ 1974 SUMMER BOTs

be impossible to raise the required amount.
After all was said snd done, the proposal was
passed, as previously mentioned, and with it,
an amendment which set forth an annual dues
structure for local groups and LRVers at large
of $15 and $5 respectivly. So those of you who
are not involved in a fed or lecal and who wish
to receive the bountiful benefits of LRY con-
tinentally should forward your cheques,post haste,
to us here at 25.

You may be puzzled by the earlier statement
I made ing the P ed" LRY board of
trustees. The affiliation process this year made
certain that no frivelous or dilatory represen-
tations were made. The board members were re-
quired to submit their credentials as reps of
vital operational feds, and as a result, we were
sble to direct and succinct judgements, and keep
our business in order.

The implications of an empowered board are
wmanifold. First of all, when everyone knows that

" everyone else is present to conduct business,

and not for personal prestige, all the proceed-
ings go much more smoothly. There isn’t any of
the personality-oriented f1ak, and everyone is
much more comfortable. In short, the tusiness is
just that, and the week doesn't turn into "just
another conference, with a little business
thrown in just to remind us that it's there".
¥n addition, the board is-now responsible for
the administration of the Exccutive Commitee, in
terms of program, policy, and administration. The
board deployed its power by issuing the following
directives:
(This list is not to be in any way construed as
a complete list of the year's projected activity.
1t is only a list of the directives of the board)
1) Packets:

the researching, writing, printing
and distribution of packets on the following
topics;

-LRY Worship

-High School Activism

-Non-Recycled Programs

2) Communication:
-nailing lists
—newsletters from the execs
-at least 2 local group mailings

3

-

Resolutions

-A.C.L.U. Draft Code resolution
_letter of general sympathy with
aims and intentions of A.C.L.U.

These projects, as directives of the LRY

board of trustees, are to be dealt with on s
priority basis, owing to the fact that the Exec
Cowm is responsible to the board for all its

.
" 14

There are no books,

no teachers,no rules,
and no people

tell you how to

Live life the way you want to.

For only
know wh

can truly

you want-//"

/

wWoeds - C.Hurnson, Aet - Julie Reynolds,
Syntnesis: M. Easton
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programming and official decisions.

As @ result, the Exec Comm has the additional
resp ibility of ability this year: the
facts pertinent to LRY's business are to be laid
bare not only at next summer's bots, but also
at the

REGIONAL COMMITTEE MEETINGS!

which are to take the place of the unweildy
and unpopular winter BOTS. As the result of ¢
proposal by Adam, which was part of the new con-
stitution, we are now subdivided into six reg-
jonal comittees, who do their business indepen-
dantly of each other, and who meet annually at
the summer BOTs. More information can be found
simply by looking into the new constitution.

The empowerment of the board should provide
a greater level of communication between all
the different plateaus of LRY government.

The clearinghouse received an allocation of
$1000. , and more information on the intentions
and aims for the coming year are contained here-
in. (this issue of the Soup, that is)

1n short, the summer BOTs were possibly the
best ever, in terms of accomplishment, value to
LRY as a whole, and smoothness of operation. It
was entirely satisfying to see so mamy people
devoted completly to LRY agenda, conducting
themselves as delegates, und I feel that the
comraderie which existed helped to take up the
slack between business and pleasure.

Any author who tried to deal with BOTs would
be seriously remiss in their duties if they fail-
ed to cast a vote of confidence, preferably tied
to a brick, toward our effacious and faultless
munchkins. Friendly folk, the munchkins did their
level best to to see to it that board members,
candidates, and other dignitarys were comfort -
able and well-adjusted. lle certainly do owe these
curious, masochistic, and happy creatures a
collosal thankful uproar.

As a final apalysis, it would be fair to all
concerned to thank them for their tremendous
will to work. Bcards are not nearly perfect yet,
but if we continue to refine the procedures that
we used (to wit, ROBERT'SL RULES), ! am convinc-
ed that there will come a time in the not too
terribly far future when boards will lose their
undeserved reputation as a total bore. See, the
thing is that something like this, being as how
jt's fundamentally business oriented, can prove
to be a fantastic resource.~0r it can continue
as a total waste of time. vut the difference
lies in how much energy one is willing to put
forth, because as we all should know:

AS YOU GIVE, SO SHALL YOU RECEIVE...

S.R. Wilcox



she is....

she is someone i dare not
describe

Love is...

llore than words could ever
say,

They are

The beating of my heart and
The only thing which restores
My faith in life.

Billy Grassie

they'll think
they see the real me.

but these poems are like
an onlon-

layer after layer can be
peeled off,

the tears coming faster,
until only the core is
left.

=

(and it's so soft and green

there.)
-arlee barr

Time

The kindness of an old man, wh

Threads of silk reflect the sk

Wandering minds, that travel f

The truths that all find withi

The dust of memories fade, and

taiting for promised pleasure,

The horizon once again shows d

You await it with a smile on

b4

As time covers the tangible emotions, long past.

 Munchkin Patrol -Reporting For Duty,

T

o's seen far more than he
can describe,
y's emotions, as if on a

reddened mirror

loating over endless questions,

n themselves sink slowly,

life continues,
never quite seeing
things as you did,
awn,
our lips and a

wildflower in your hand.

""_Chris Lonchon

A major factor setting apart swmmer lry boards '74 from all
other boards as I've known them, was that therewere no peons.In-
stead, a group of people-- including frustrated would-be represent-
atives not recognized by the Board, those who worked in the kitchen,
and others who came just for the helluvit-- banded together to form
the MUNCHKIN PATROL!

If no one else had a good time, at least the munchkins did.

We giggled and sang in high little voices, looking to our cheerless
leaders: John Rosett- King Munchkin; Alan Trachtenberg~ Munchkin
Liason; and Rob Fellows- Instigator and co-ordinator of the Mobile
Munchkin Office and Drop-inCenter. At our occasional meetings held
in the MP Offices we disscussed many things, such as: the Munchkin
Fee, Munchkin Purpose and Philosophy, the possibility of board mem-
bers taking Munchkins for granted, Munchkin Organization, and Munch-
kin Kitchen Policies.

The Munchkins were asked by the board to pay a dollar per day
for room and board. Though this seemed like a reasonable amount,
many objected, mostly on the grounds that they had no money. Some
felt that we needn't pay because of the work we were doing. ¥e
finally agreed to pay as much as we could afford, gathering funds
from individual MPs, 3Joard members, donatioms, and tips(The tips
were given to Rob Fellows who supplied Mocha and other necessities
for the Orifice).

“¥-v ate we here?'" vas an important question for which the
answers were often somewhat vague. The most common were,’'to
raise spirits™ and "to help things go well." To do these things
we decided to pay attention to the mectings because, since we
weren't directly involved we could see many things more clearly
than could Roard membhers. In their fury, “card members could
casily lose track of each other and their feclings. Perhaps we
could help keep them aware of each other. The downfall of this
plan was that Munchkins are not casily reccgrzed, especially when
they are nceded most. And so, because angry, insensitive people
do not like to be pointed out as such, the Munchkin Patro}l served
little purpose, save as a force for eager menial servants. X

The major function of the MP was to perform little oddities
for the Board members so that they needn't interrupt the meetings
themselves. These include passing notes preparing and serving
coffee and snacks, brushing hair and giving massages. We enjoyed
doing these things, until some of us began to feel taken for grant-
cd.

Py kyle Knapp

“They eat all day!","And thete's not ennuf food in the
Kitchen!":"And what thanks do we get?"” were frequent Munchkin
comments d from the Board members: ' iere's a Munchkin when you
neced one?!", "Can't yéu find something better to drink than water?”
and “Ya can't trust 'em-they read your notes before they deliver
‘em!'(a valid complaint I might add). After some discussion we
decided that these remarks represcnted a relatively small minority
and,considering that Boards are quite a strain for Board members,
we realized that we weren't really obligated at all and, for the
most part the Board really appreciated us.

“ur peerless leaders (as well as their loyal followers) were
just loaded with brilliant ideas. Rob produced such wonders as
SEH green stamps and quickie-notes (in triplicate, no less), and
Alan T. somehow came up with a suppley of stickers and buttons sup-
porting GILLIAM (God Is Liberal Like I Am Munchkin) for Congress.

*'e considered ways of entertaining the Board: skits, songs, points

of munchkinship, hirthday parties, @ munchkin report, and a serious
worship. Although most of these ideas were well-planned, few actual-
1y came off, due to lack of organization. (However, we were consid-
erable more organized than the Board...) I did succeed in bringing up
as a point of Munchkinship a brilliant fund-raising idea, {a stroke
of genius, PORTABLE LRY THIMBLE ASHTRAYS!!!) and Carol Powers and
Allan T. julled off a serious worshiop. Most of the Munchkins were
involved in their own individual trips, and as a result, th MP did
nothing spectacular as a body.

Recause of the oppression, well noted in Munchkin history, the
Munchkins delighted at any chance to bitch at Board Members. The
kitchen was pronounced off-limits to Borard Members,(except when they
had ¥P duty) and the Munchkins were given the right to expell them
from the premises. This was a great help in reducing kitchen traffic
between meals. Of course, at times, even the Munchkins in their
vast multitude, became a problem and invoked some complaints from
the cooks. fut most of the time things ran smoothiy.

So... I guess whut this all (or at least some of it) boils down
to is: if you arc a Board Member and you want to see LRY Roards from
a different perspecteve, if you want some new insight into another
level of LRY existence, if you walked away from boards feeling rip-
ned off and want to know how you might've fared better... next time,
ro ps a Munchkin! (1 did, and I'm not sorry!)

Suspiciously admitted, ©'vle K. Knapp, fcribe? (of the) Munchkin
Patrol- LRY Boards August, 1974.

P.$.- the Opinions expressed herein are solely those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect those of the Munchkin Patrel.
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HYMN OF THE LRY BOARD OF TRUSTEES by ADAM AUSTER

we are the LRY board of trustees

we come as we are and we vote as we please

we're fearless, courageous and will not be cowered;
we're right on the ball; and we're finally empowered.

ve are the far fuckin' LRY board

we're from federations, we can't be ignored

we'll keep to the point and we'll try not to bore 'em;
we'll meet night and day,(long as we have a quorum).

we are the Munchkins of the LRY .
we perk up the meetings when they start to die

we keep the ball rolling, we make sure things go,
and deep down inside it, we're running the show.

we are the folks who have made the decisions

(with mucho discussions and mucho collisions) ’
we are one group that just can't be ignored:

the frivolous, dilatory LRY board,,

BOOK REVIEW by Muddic Keeve
on The Awakening by Kawe hopin

For people interested in read- tionships with the people_around

ing some good literature, an ex- her.
cellent piece is The Awakening by The author herself is inter-
Kate Chopin- published by Avon esting. After her husband's death,

Books, 95¢ paperback. Written

Chopin (no relationship to the
over seventy 'years ago, it is the

composer) began writing stories

story of the summer of a twenty-
eight year old wéman who attempts
to escape from marriage and the
society that prevents her from
establishing herself as an indi-,
vidual. - Any person that has ever
‘ felt trapped by the dictatorship
-of sociéty's conformity can relate
to this woman's feelings. The
author is genuinely sensitive to
the character, and to her rela-

for various literary magazines.

The publication of The Awakening
in 1899 shocked and angered many

people all over thé country with.: -

its honesty. Chopin was banned
from the Fine Arts Club and the
book was taken off the shelves of
libraries. Chopin also published
another novel, At Fault, and two
collections of short stories.

"There is nc 'beginning' of feminism in
the sense that there is no beginning to def-

iance in women."

-<Shetla Rowbotham, Women, Resistance
& Revolution

07¢%
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Record Review - ilarren Senders
Crosby, Stills, Mash, & Young

Well, they're back together--the spirits of the sixties and the
flowering of the love generation. Crosby, Stills, Nash, & Young.
And they have, so I hear, a live tour album coming out. .ieanwhile,
there is a new package of their greatest hits for those who missed
them the first time around.

So what do I say? Their high, floating, ethereal harmonies were
their trademark, along with their four varied songwriting styles:
Crosby contemplative and radical, Stills crying in wounded rage
because whatever woman he was currently singing about has left him,
Nash with a return to the basic fabric of everyday life, and
Young bouncing around in all three.

The album is fairly well balanced, although 1 must wonder about
the absence of '"Marrakesh Express,' which was, in addition to being
something of a hit, one of the nicest songs I had ever heard. It
still is, and 1 question its nonappearance. On the other hand, 1
wish that "Deja Vu" had not been included here--it has a twangy and
abrasive nature, and the shallowness of Crosby's lyrics bother me.
I have no objection to Nash's tune "Our House,” as long as I don't
hear it too often--the flimsiness of its melody and concept don't
hold up under repeated listenings, but once in a while it's nice to
hear.

However, the other cuts remain as fresh as when I first heard
them: "Wooden Ships" is still a gently terrifying look at nuclear
war, and the strenth of the words is still evident; "Teach Your
Children'" is as lovely as the first hearing, and the various other
songs are equally fine. In general, this album does anyone who
hasn't bought their other three a service, in providing highlights
from their checkered studio career.

I'd hardly call it a must, but if you're wondering about an album
to give to someone you 1ike, then this should fit the bill.
are still as fresh and varied as they were four years ago.

The Gay Caucus

1 attended a meeting of
the WA Gay Caucus, with
the intention of bringing
the voice of Gay youth
{SRL, LRY) into the bur-
eaucracy and reminding the
adults that the young people
need the support of the
religious community in order
to brave the terrifying
prejudice found everywhere
else. The age factor is a
.legal issue; the social
-alternative is often only '
Gay bars (another legality)
or religious groups which

. these Unitarian-Universal-
ists may not really ident-
ify with (Catholic 'Dignity’,
Protestant MCC, Jewish
B'nai Haskalah). So we
must make our home alaso
our children's home, so to
speak. I found that the
bureaucratic demands (i.e.
asking for a delegate to the
UUA Gay Caucus) would not

work with LRY, so I'm doing
what I should be doing in-
stead of being a bureaucrat---
1 am talking to the people.
Perhaps a delegate will evolve:
someone who is now involved
in LRY, who—indentifies with
the needs of Gay people,
“and has the &nergym incent-
ive, and courage to Come
out, even if a fake name
ig used.

The Gay Caucus has
been given an office (office
of Gay Concerns) at 25 Beacon
ST (Boston) and we will soou
be helping to select a dir-
ector. It is important for
Gay youth to make known their
needs, so that the director
will be able to provide for
the education, counseling, and
dialogue needs of the Gay and
Non-Gay Unitatian-Universalists.

Patches

THE 1974 BRIDGEM AN

SUMMER CONFERENCE

June 30 - July 6
Better Known as the: "FUCK, YES 11" Conference

Here are a few cold facts. (‘ell, 1 decided to warm them up) 16

people came - only 9 for the whole time.
jrectedly cool about this - they helped alot.
wooden cabins, kept nice and shady by big, cool trees.

soil - only sand.
vate beach just for us.

The camp we rented was unex-
““e slepted in little
There was no

There were big, hot sand dunes and a beautiful pri-
¥e did all kinds of neat things during the

day, like play, and massage, and collect rocks, and walk along the
beach, and slide down these big sand dunes and all sorts of other

things.

At night we watched the sun set on Lake Michigan.
absolutely, indescribably, incredibly beautiful.

It was
1 couldn't possibly

describe the feelings we had, all sitting together watching nature
gloriously show us her sccrets, one-hy one.

3y the end of the week we were insanely high on each other (and a
little bit of pot) for the 9 full-weekers, st least, it was an exper-
ience of love and getting deep inside another person's head.

iet me explain why we called it the FUCK, YES! conference.

The

first night, we were all sorts of disappointed at the small turn-out.

Pridgeman was supposed to be a major LRY camp.

We decided to all

meet in one cabin, and discuss what direction we'd like to take.

Deb Ramsey and 1 ran the conference.
was very unhappy, and sort of tense.
"Hell yes," she said.

think the camp will be any good?"

thought a minute and said, "What do I mean hell, yes?

Just before the meeting, 1

I whispered to her, "do you

Then she
FUCK, YES!"

¥ell, everybody heard, and that was the theme of the conference.
(it was, originally, supposed to be: everything is beautiful in it's

own way) If we wanted to do it then, FUCK - we could!
high 9 people could get in one week.

touched higher.

We had to cancel some workshops cuz of the lack of people.

We realized how

We xeached for the sky - but we

We did

lots of art things, and had a couple of beautiful thought and energy
workshops that everybody really got into, like I've never seen people

get into a workshop before. We filled up a room with mattresses and
everybody lied down and listened to some readings. The camp staff
were pretty far out and took us sailing and canoeing, und goofed off
with us. |

'e had two planned worship services which both were really nice.
e had about 4 spontaneous worship services at night when we saw the
sun fall into the lake, then builta bonfire and sang and laughed, and
dug each other. .

‘e had a fantastic advisor, Nancy Doughty, that we just got by a
last-ditch effort. She was really beautiful - it's incredible how a
good advisor helps a conference.

The last night we exchanged presents, cried, saw the sun set for
our last time there, and watched the aurora borealis - the northern
lights - light up the whole skv. -

Bridgeman skipped a year, but the FUCK, VES! camp began.
To be good a conference doesn't need 250 people - 9 is just
enough!

just enough to fall in love.

just enough to hate everybody.

just enough to play with.

just enough to hold in your arms.

just cnough so that a trace will always be in your heart.

just enough to hope with.

just enocugh to reach with.

juxt enough to touch the skv with.

just enough to really, really be with.

exactly enough!! TUCK, YES!!!

Jov Marchal

)



-people.

Fed.Ups & Downs

Bay Shore Federation -not at

board meetings and not affiliated.
QMF (Central Massachssetts Fed.)
Tpresent at board meetings but .
not affiliated.

CMF (Central Midwest Fed.)
-present at board meetings.
-affiliated with LRY.

CVF (Comneticut Valley Federation)
-not at board meetings and not
affiliated.

DVF (Delaware Valley Federation)
-present at board meetings.
-affiliated with LRY.

Down East Federation not at
board meetings and not affiliated.
ECF (Eastern Canadian Federation)
-present at board meetings.
-affiliated with LRY.

-Conference happening on Canadian
-Thanksgiving (4-7 of Oct.) in
Montreal.

-it looks like Zowp will be
happening again this year

at Unicamp but with different
Urite them c/o Unicamp
Honeywood, Gnt., Canada.

Essex Federation -not at board
meetings gnd not affiliated,
GODARFUL -present at board meeting
-affiliated with LRY.

-conference happening in Pills-
bury, South Hills this fall.

-they go together a revised
constitution at their spring
conference.

GWAF (Greater Washington Area Fed.)}
-present at board meetings.
-affiliated with LRY.

-conference happening this Oct.
-revising their constitution this
fall.

HBF (Hosea Ballou Federation}
“present at board meetings.
-affiliated with LRY.

JAF (Jersey Area Federation)
-present at board meetings.
-affiliated with LRY.

-had a Convocation and meeting
of the Communications and Pub.
Committee Sept. 13 §14 in
Montclair.

-Conference in East Brunswick
happening late October.

LAF (Long Island Area Federation)
-not at board meetings and not
affiliated with LRY.

LSD (Lower Southern District)
-present at board meetings.
-affiliated with LRY.

MAF (Metropolitan Area Federation)
-present at board meetings.
-affiliated with LRY.

-iAF needs help with getting to-
gether a newsletter. All aspects
contributions, sugestions, news.
S5end to:Maddie Keeve, 28 Quaker
Ave, Cornwall, M.Y., 12518.

~-two locals starting up this fall.
LiARK {(Mid-Atlantic Regional Con-
glomeration)

-conference happening in Rockville
Maryland, Cctober 11-14.

MOHAWK Federation -not at board
meetings and not affiliated.

MVF (Missouri Valley Federation)
FLASH:tVF just had their BODY
meeting and the name was changed
to the FRIENDS FEDERATION.
-present at board meetings.
-affiliated with LRY.
Narragansett Federation -present
at board meetings and affiliated
with LRY.
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-had a gook conference this spring
and a fair on this summer.

NFF (Niagara Frontier Federation)
-not at board meetings but af-
filiated with LRY.

NHF (New Hampshire Federation)

—present

not affiliated with LRY.

NSF (Norfolk-Suffolk Federation)
-not present at board meetings or
affiliated with LRY.

NSF (North Star Federation)
-present at board meetings.
-affiliated with LRY.

OVF (Ohio Valley Federation)
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SamNewt needs input. They need
letters visitors and ideas. SN
is growing despite the obvious
physical obsticle of taking up
about half of Canada and being
isolated from other feds.
SEAFOAM (Sun Earth Air/Freedom
of all Minds) -not present at
board meetings or affiliated with
LRY.
SMF (South Middlesex Federation)
-not present at board meetings
or affiliated with LRY.

Starr King Federation-present at
board meetings and affiliated

at board meetings but

-present at board meetings. with LRY.
-affiliated with LRY -Having a conference this Thanks-
a giving.

-OVF and GOGARFUL leadership
training weekend is happening
3 days after thanksgiving in
Dayton, Ghio.

PSWLRY (Pacific South West LRY)

-present

-affiliated with LRY.

-liad a mini conference in San
Diego and a 5§ day summer youth
camp at DeBenneville pines.

PHOENTX Federation -present at
board meetings and affiliated

with LRY.

#MF (Rocky Mountain Federation)

-present

-affiliated with LRY.

SAHILI Federation -not affiliated
or present at board meetings

SAM (Southern Appalachian Moutains)
-affiliated with LRY.

-present at board meetings.

SAMNEWT Federation-present at
board meetings but not affiliated
with LRY.

-Jim Monroe and Ken Keep are
forming the Advisors Co-operative
for people into High School age
UU activities at the advisor lefe
level. Vrite c/oKen Keep 230
Ashbury St., San Francisco, Cal.,
94117. (415) 931-8933.

SUNCO Federation-present at board
meetings and affiliated with LRY.
TOAK Federation-present at board
meetings and affiliated with LRY.
-had a bi-fed this Aug. with
Seafoam.

-new song sheet and a revised
constitution coming out soon.

You may have noticed that many
feds, if judged by the above, are
not doing anything.¥e know, how-
ever, that this is misleading, and
in many cases downright untrue.

Ve therefore kneel as if to pra
and cry out to your compassionate
souls that you might send us some
news. ..

at board meetings.

at board meetings.

Editor's note- Many of the federations described above as "not affiliated” are anly so define
because they have not yet turmed in proof of local group and membership status.

Why boycott Gallo Wines?

General Labor
Pm|n|
Nuhlni:ll
Trrigators
Crew Leaders
Tractor Driver

Regular
Spectal

per-worker-per-hour

Alsaden/UFd  Gallo/Tesmsters

Equipment Maintenance 3.65

$2.85 $2.76
.18

3.2 2.8

3.08 .

.45 L

3.6

- 3.45 IR

Tha Almaden contract also plvvtdu for a union hiring hall, a mt

payment he company to the Robert F. Kemwnedy

Medieal Plan and $¢ an hour to tlu Juan de la Crus Pension Fund, da-
tailed pasticide protection, and euch benafits as eiz paid blldayl,
paid vacations, tims and a half for wrk on Sunday,
sence without loss of seniority,

"This {s the beat farm lobor comtract in Califormia,” said UFW
president Cesar Chaves.

{From El Maleriado.)
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and leaves of ab-

We want to see PEOPLE SOUP become a self-sufficient
program and publication of, by, and for LRY. These
goals cannot be realized unless the subscription
list increases considerably in size. Many of you
have been with us through the lean times, when the
paper was more of a broth than a real, flavorful,
rich and spicy SQUP. And through the year, as more
people came to be aware of the paper's existance,
even more delicate and subtle flavors were added,
and should the trend continue, we will be able to
develop a hearty STEW. Right now, we send this
publication to approximatly 600 LRYers and relat-
ed types. Since we estimate the existance of close
to 5000 active people in LRY, we find our penetra-
tion rate to be around 12%. We need a much higher
subscription rate to SURVIVE, let alone become
self sufficient. So PLEASE share the soup. As a
subscriber, it is within your easy reach to ask
two friends to send in their $2.50. It's such a
paltry amount, and it can do so much...

ﬂgDEnclosed is $2.50. Please send me eight issues ©
of People Soup.
DBill me: I will pay within two months.

AGE! (This is important for our files!)

NAME _

ADDRESS

CITY PROV./STATE

ZIP OR POSTAL CODE (VERY IMPORTANT)
make checks payable to liberal religious youth

send completed forms to lry 25 beacon st boston
4 _mass 02108 g

We Have Moved 1O A NEW LOCATION

The four of us now live at 1
\ -a bigger home.

comfortably.

0 Homer Street, /partment 3,

Srookline, Mass.
l'le have friendly neighbors and the cockroaches are not too disagreeable or nasty.

Our new phone number (listed under Jo Taco -as always) is (617} 566-7097.

02146,

3

&

Y'e are tremendously happy to have a new home

¥ie are living quite



@ 80

Who Says ‘Good Vibrations
Don't Come Out Of f,

BOARDS?

JETRE N
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Are You 264, 384,464?

In the United States today, there are 7 million veterans of the
Vietnam war whose discharge papers carry codes which may tell the vet-
eran's employer and government agencies traits about himself that
he didn't know were recorded.

All discharge documents that these veterans received were marked
with codes that may signify '"apathy", “iomosexual tendencies",
“character disorder”, etc. These codes are called Separation Fro-
yram Numbers (SPN), or Separation Designation Numbers (SDN}. App-
roximately one million veterans have derogatory SPN numbers, even
though they may have honourable discharges.

fecause such numbers, (supposedly confidential) have been easily
available in publications such as the Red Cross and Veterans of Foreign
Wars service manuals, the veteran may be discriminated against by
prospective employers without knowing why.

In February of 1974, the American Civil Liberties Union won the
first federal court order which will limit the use of the SPN. Soon
afterwards, Secretary of Defense James R. Schlesinger directed that
as of March 27, 1974, SPN numbers will no longer be included on dis-
charge documents, the purpose being to make all discharge information
understandahle to the veteran, and "to gvoid the potential of unde-
sirable discrimination...". Also, as of May 1, 1974, all veterans
who received adverse SPNs on their discharges will be given new papers
without the code, and a narrative description of the reason for dis-
charge--but only if they request them.

A TREAO

irych Neier, executive director of the ACLU, sent a letter to the
Secrotary of Defense, pointing out that a black mark over the SPN on
discharge papers would indicate the deletion of a derogatory code.
Therefore, Neier urged the Defense Department to replace the old num-
bers with meutral omes, using, ‘or cxample, 201FETS (which means {ex-
piration of term of service”.}.

To answer Mr. .eier, Lt. General Leo Renade, Deputy Asst. Secre-
tary of Defense for Manpower and Reserve Affairs replied that under
the Freedom of Information Act, the Defense Department is required to
provide personnel records to veteran-puthorized persons, {Example:
on an employment application, there is usually a space provided for
the applicant's signature, cuthorizing research into all the facts
represented.)

Also, kenade said that the department cannot agreec with the sug-
gestion to replace derogatory numbers with neutral ones. "It is a
fact,” ne said, "that some personnel are discharged for adverse reasons

.. 1t is this fact which is recorded in personmel records, and,
prior to March 27, 1974, as the SPN..."

Veterans who want to find out what their code number means can send
it to: I'roject on Amnesty, ..CLU, 22 East 40th St., New York, N.v.
10016. If the veteran decides that he wants to apply for a set of
papers without the code number, he should follow the Defense Department
fact sheet which explains procedures for requesting a new b Form 214.

Note: Imilie Blattman asked me if SPN numbers were also given to
members of the Women's Army Corps, and other females serving the the
armed forces. 1 don't have that information yet, but I'11 get it and
put it in People Soup. [ 3yNi Mar+in



