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Pages 14 & 15 - More responses to Comnie Bur-
.gess carry this affaivr to what we hope is a
well~deserved end. '

Pages 16 & 17 - Our centerfold boasts the words
and photos of the mar~mogt-likely-to~be the
next Unitavrian Universalist martyr -- Michael
Ferber. .

~Pages 18 - 282 -~ In this tightly worded sectiom
we find all sorts of items of imterest to the
typical average LRYer on the street. After a
kick-off article on "The Advisor's Bag", by
Wayne Armnason, we retuvn to Wilmington for g
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the Wilmington local. Following this story
are. the most recemt vetwrns on W.C. Fields,
news of note concerning high school reform and
- LRY's past in it, a re

~eap of LRY's NomCom rve-
port, and letters and brief articles.

Pages 25 ~ 29 - One need only read column one
on page 28 to find out the design of this part
of Nameless. We hope you take the time to com-

plete the entive section -- it dpes have some
very interesting reading.

Pages 30 & 31 - A new feature of NN; hope our
eyes hold out long enough for us to recommend
various Literary offerings to quench your

thivrst for knowledge. We also invite our read-
ers to write reviews and bec

ineludes some touch-

ministry of W.C. Fields, ex- = |\
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manuscripts are welcome;
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-near future.

_Yeah, tear that once”wafm*lové”out'of'your'gut;
" feel that hope and faith in others come slushing
Touts

- sries; _an@_grihd that tear into your face. Your

.. genses have been invalidated by what

taste that empty feeling over your memo-

to be more of a hoax than a dream. Talk to me

ol “¢Ommittment; then ram the rhetoric and listen
;_Jthé'silence of yourself. But might my rage.
haVe'no object, save for a demon of my destitude
imagination? Is LRY innocent in an age where

“communication, if passed on by lst party recip-
jents (and maybe this whole thing is directed at

them), has put an end to innocence? The inno-
cent are_guilﬁy;w_Gui}ty_ip Wilmington, guilty
in the federation exec., gui t an overl

rejed

  ﬁéfﬁf¢fﬁb?1i¢fs?€tﬁfv:*?T' ot
selvesﬂ-what'keeping

ith is all’ ‘
you're tired of challenges, you are too old for

1iberal religious youth.

The GHS It recomménded réading list for this is-

" gue, especially if this editorial is having any

the photo-poetry piece, Page
emotion.: Note, please
one -of the pictures —-
Michael Ferber's art-—

effect upon you,:
6, which should evoke some
lock wvery closely at: each
T mean really study them.
icle, Page 16, which gets into 2 whole trip about
rhetoric and 1inguisticsuin.modern society. Mike
promises to write an open letter to LRY in the
Wayne\Arnason's.article,jPage l8;;
on The Adult in LRY should bolster a little con-
fidence in adults who are having rough times with
+he "advisor's bag". Excellent reading for an
entire local group if they are really interested
in the advisor's perspective of,-and'his problems
with, them. The interaction of adults and youth
article, "Page 23, which draws responseS'to‘Larry
Ladd's rap in issue #4 from

two UUA presidential
candidates -— Deanne Starr and Vietor Jokel. The
article concludes with a little giftie I offer to
all of the UUA presidential candidates, it 1is
part of a symposium printed in our brother rad-
ical journal Respond, of the Uni-Uni'Laymen's_
League. As to the scefdnario I palnt -—-. especi-

ally to our adult counterparts, and especially,

especially to the UUA presidential hopefuls --
don't be so foolish as to say. "it can't happen
here". '

A new feature of the Nameless will be its Book
Review page, kicked off in this issue on Page 30.

the "law and order! i

_operating,

.cover the cost of film,

We bope our readers will take this section ver
seriously by endeavoring to supplementfthéy.“
gnowledge of the_Blaqk-rebellibh;f“""%'T
institutional formszffrédiémrifé
ue, and
>form. _chosen fo
be exceptionally ' acquiring a more com-
plete understanding of the circumstances which
fester into the headlines in the media. A thought-
ful study of these vital reading supplements, will
undoubtably contribute much to the release of
LRYers from the high school "garden of ignorance!

ational reform: T

may be mangled. _Even in the'cases ,
legates who will be staying at the Statler H _
local church delegation, we
would most heartily appreciate knowing of your
plans to attend the Assembly. For those who can-
not. Yecome delegates, but who are still inter—
‘ested in attending the Assembly as observers —-—
opportunities for volunteer shifts in the LRY
Communications Center are starkly open. Persons
will be needed for‘typing,=mimeograph machine
lohg—diStance~runningifsign making,
stuffing;fand:stépling;7f" o

ton as part of their

‘and collating,:

 A*épecial:éa1l iéiexténded:to'LRY‘ﬁhotogrépﬁéié

to tote their cameras to Boston.and participate
in the "lst Annual ExXpose General Assembly Con-
test". Photo-freaks wiil caucus in the morning,
choot all day at their own various assignments,
‘come to the LRY Communications Center to exchange
exposed film for fresh rolls, and return to night
photo action. Their film meanwhile, will be pro-
cessed and printed at the LRY Darkroom, which by
the way has been secured. Prints will be .sold
the next morning to all persons interested, at
the LRY Booth at reasonable prices. Sales should
chemicals, and paper for
the entire effort. Thus, LRY demonstrates to the
yua what "instant communications media" is all
about. Therefore photographers, please contact
Robert Salisbury,” c¢/o LRY Office, if you plan to
make the G.A. scene. o

7Y ] ‘
_ ] ;
Respond, or you might be left behind.y . }%Qr‘
P Y | g t:z wfrf




by Dr. Homer Jack

Dr. Homer A. Jack visited Prague, Czechoslovakia, late
in February. He was asked by the editors of the Name-
less Newsprint to interview a young Czech Unitarian.

‘tarian church in Prague.
decided not to publish the name of the girl interviewed.

Dr. Jack was able to do so, with the help of the Uni-
For obvious reasons it was

Certain facts were alsc changed so she could not be
otherwise identified.

This was Dr. Jack's second visit to Czechoslovakia
since the occupation of the country by the Soviet Union
in August of 1968. Dr. Jack is Director of the Divi-
sion of Social Responsibility of the Unitarian Univer-
salist Association. He was recently elected Secretary-
General of the World Conference on Religion and Peace
to be held in Kyoto, Japan, in September of 1970.

% % *

| met Marie at the Unitaria -- the Unitarian House in
Prague -- at 6:00 p.m. after a midweek church meeting.
She is a striking girl, talkative {in fair English),
and pretty. She wore some eye shadow, little make-up,
and a maxi-mini-skirt. We left the church building
(which was made possible by funds loaned by the Amer-
ican Unitarian Association in the mid-1930's) which

is Tocated in the 01d €ity, and crossed the Vltava
River on the centuries-old Charles Bridge. She took
me to the Vikarka, an ancient restaurant within the

T confines ot Hrad Castie overlooking the river om a
We walked up many steps- (sTushy:in Febru=-

high hill.
“ary). The mist was romantic, but prevented us from
seeing much of the city, except for the outline of a
few church spires far below. At the top we entered
the gates past two young guards (Czech, not Russian),
went to the left of the old, gothic, St. Vitrus Cathe-
dral, and soon reached the restaurant. (Franz Kafka,
the author, lived on a little street nearby.) After
ordering a typical Czech meal, | began the conversa-
tion:

Jack: Where and when were you born?

Marie: Here in Prague in July, 1950. I'm almost 19

years old.
J: And where did you learn your English?

M: Oh, I studied it for the last three years in high
school. I kwnow Russian better, of course, having. stud-
ted it for many years. However, I had the opportunity
to practice E%gltsh a great deal last summer durmng
three monthe in England and Ireland.

J:. So you were not in Czechoslovakia for the.beg?n~
ning of ,the Soviet occupation?

M: Unfortunately not.

.J: What were your emotlons on first hear:ng of the oc-

cupation?

M: T heard it, while in London, at six o'clock in the
morning. I could not believe the news. It was terri-
ble. When I left Prague in June there was freedom and
Dubcek. There was a new spirit. I and others iwere

happy. Now this happened. I ecould not think of any-
thing else. In London, I heard nc news from my family.
I was afraid for them. I wanted to return at once.

J: How did you manage to hear from Prague?

M: I wrote, but my mother reéeaved the letter three

weeks aftervards. I put in a:telephone call the day
of the occupat@on but all the lines were. occupzéd

It was in September, ten days after the occupatzon, be-
fore I was able to talk t6 my mother and f&ther [She
is a laboratory technIC|an, he is7a lawyers] -

" M: T have decided to be an engineer.

-:flnlsh univer51t97
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J: How did it feel to regain contact with your family?

M:  Wonderful. My mother said that I could stay in
England if I preferred, even though I am only a child.
She didn't want me to return because of the family. I
could have stayed and begun my university work there,
but I didn't know then 1f I could returm to Czechoslo— -
vakia after a year. In any case, I could not stay a-
broad whzle my eountry was in this tevrible situation.

J: ‘How did you like England?

M: I was surprised how full the stores were. I could
buy anything -- 1if I had the money of course —- and :
without queues.

J: So you returned to Prague late in Septeﬁber and im

mediately began your university career. What are you
studying? '

I like mathema~
tics and drawing. Every woman in our society needs a
career ~- besides being a wife and mother. And so for
the next five years I will study engineering. We have
two semesters, beginning in October and February, with
examinations in the swmmer. Tuition is free, although
we must pay for our books. If my grades are good, I
get a small stipend each month., I live at home.

Don't pret 7 g|rls 1ike you get married

M: T promised my mothef”i:boﬁia Finish univereity

" first, but who knowe? Some girls do get married be-

fore twenty; others wait until 22 or 23. It is hard to
be married and go to university at the same time be-
cause there is still a tervible shortage of flats here
in Prague. Many newlyweds must wait five to ten years
for a flat or house and they must live with their par-
ents until they can obtain one. :

J:  Why this housing_éhortage in a planned societj?
M: There is a shoffdge of workers, a shortage of ma-

terials, a shortage of funds for housing, ond a shor-
tage of managerial skills. Until recently politicians

-znemperaenced wzth housing were in charge.

J: - Since. you are - crltlca] of some of the fruits of
SOC|a}ism what do you think of Amer:ca7

"M: For us, the Uﬂtted States is still a f&zry—ﬁale h
country, but we know what America is doing in Vietnam .

and with Négroea You have the highest level of tech-
nology, but we Know that that does mot bring you spi-
ritugl happiness. You have plenty of autos and
houses, but you are still not completely happy - The
soul must live as well as the body

J:  And what about American youth?

M: American youth should be thankful for living in a
free country. We Caechs have fought for freedom long
and without success, yet it seems to us so dear and o
necessary for a real and happy life. Americans must
be thankful they are living in this freedom A few of

our students have. the great courage to give up their

lives in th@s horrmble way [immolation] for this free-
dom. &

J: Since you seem to like America, have you read many
Amer:can or, Eng1"h authors?

M: 4 féw in Czech translat@on, especially Mark Twain,
Steinbeck, Uncle Tom's Cabin, and of course Agatha

wChrtstze

J: What are your tastes in music?



M: I like pop, but also symphonie music. . I play pia-
no and like to go to concerts to hear Mozart and Bee- .
thoven. My best record is Tschaikowsky's B Minor. I
like to go to organ concerts and listen to Bach. With
symphonic music one can hear one's heart and, while
hearing, one can concentrote. I like the music of the
Beatles, but I don't like their personal lives. I pre-
. fer melodic pop, not the notsy kind., I glso like all
kinds of daneing.

J:  What about sports?

M: I am on our university's women's basketbqll team
as I was in high school. I swim and ski. For the past

several years I have taken what is called: artistic -~ -

gymnastics.

- J: Besides concerts and sports, whatzother-EeCPeétibh o

~ do you have -= boy friends?

"3;M: I have been in love once or twice, but not for long.

OQur girls marry their boy friends and do not go from one
boy to ancther. Our girls are perhaps more moral than
some in other socteties. Yet oup grandmothers were

- more moral than our mothers, and our mothers are move
moral than we are. If we develop a serious -friendship .
with a boy, we marryﬁhim.u_,” SORE R

&1

qujéﬁfﬂ%ﬂ‘y”uﬁﬁé?ffEibété in the student strike in Novem- -

ber?

M: Of course, we all did. It lasted for a week. We
had a manifesto warning the govermment mot .to yeild
further to the Russians. Mony students slept in the

university during the strike, but I live nearby ond went

home every wight. The strike was g glorious affair.

J: How.do you feel about socialism?

M:  We want soctalism, even if we would have free choice
for another system. We like, however, that kind of soec-
talism begun by Alewxander Dubcek: ‘'socialism with a.

human face.' We in Czechoslovakia need humanity and

humaniem after the bad years full of injustice, cruelty,
and lies. With the human face, we inelude not only pol-
ities. but all forms of ethical 1ife. : :

. sacrifice hi
81T move. v
.o ttion television.

J: How do you feel about the présent leaders in Czech-
oslovakia? .

M: We like Dubcek.

elever leader. We believe he has not changed since Au-

gust, but he has been forced to spegk partly in a manner
different from his real feelings.

Jd: What about the immolation of Jan Polach? : -

shock that a wniversity student wo

age and such ‘a great love fo that.
is life. K ade us -love ‘our” country

did;nét,QOQtoyhisffﬂnerdl, but I vatehed

M:  Hie act in Janu ry -affected usdeeply _

T+ And what about the latest immolation only three

days ago?

M: Yes, we had g meeting about it only this afternoon.
A letter was read which he sent to the university, It
was in the same spirit as Palach. B

J: To change th

Yy plot
you know, a Unitarian from
of the Masaryks?

M: T scarcely knew whe they were. When I went to pri-
mary school and high school -- in the 1963's -~ they
were not mentioned. History was rewritten. Only eince
Dubcek, since the January (1968) spring, did we learn
about Thomas Masaryk. His books were once again avail-
able and his role in founding oun Republic was cirou-
lated through newspaper artieles.  Then I knew. .

7 .

g
=




A couple of years ago
I played Saturdays in ‘The Ghetto
little piece of sunshine program
headed by a fat hookernose private school 1at1n teacher

Nervous, goodwillingly T showed (ineptly)
little black children
how to use brushes and paints

don't you know I felt wrong saying
"That's you? How come it's white?"
d07you know?

And 1 carrled little black girls on my back
for chlckenflghtlng at recess

and you know I was afrald
afraid of those pigeon-sized little black boys "
when they started scrabbling around my knees:

During class they'd sing Motown
and they liked to hear me sing along

and Damned if the latin teacher
didn't have them crooning
about some aunt rhody

But when those little black girls took to me:..

Oh God when they took to me
brushing my hair stroking my face
"If only T had A Skin

like yours..."
0Oh My Good God

I had to run

But I ran back home.

~— D. Mendelsohn
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.photo from San Francisco State College Open Process
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OF WE.TIELTS

by Charles Slup o

The "ministry" of W.C. Fields is a specialized ministry. . -
From 1915, when Fields appeared in his first motion pic--
ture, "Pool Sharks", to the latest film revival, he ‘has
‘ served as counselor -and friend to the titular heads of A--~
- merican households. . Perhaps even more effectively than
‘ the church, Fields has expurgated-guilt and anxiety from
the psyche of the American male.

Fields was -a social reformer in a'weird sort of way, al-.-
though he would have gagged at the thought. His entire
career was an assault on the American way of 1ife. His
conception of the American home was horrifying, and he
did everything in his considerable power to expose its
sniveling sentimentalities, 1ts smug- pieties, and its in-
ternecine warfare. Consequently, his movie role was for-
ever that of "...the stoic husband persecuted by his ad- =
der-tongued wife and pushy mother-in-law, saddled with a
sappy daughter (in love with the town moron) and. a nasty:
_son who plagued him with idiotic riddles."I Women, child-
ren, and animals, continually conspired.against him.
Fields, however, neither needed nor asked for pity. . He
struck back, creating an identity that was even more hos-
tile than than the objects of his hatreds. Fields' total
warfare against everything that society commands us to
hold sacred, from elderly.ladies: to.cooing babies, has
made him an idol of the American male. BRI

the "art" theaters in the major cities that can success-
fully stage a Fields revival. The reason seems to be that
Fields' style demands close attention to details and a
high degree of intelligence. Fields, moreover, is obvi-
ously a man's comedian. Wallace Markfield, on the basis
of personal poll, reports that women regard him as "phy-
sically repugnant, a dirty old man, faintly sinister, and
with justice, a mortal enemy to their kind." :

We will consider Fields' work in the 1ight of Freud's. the-
ory of laughter. As the Freudian approach satisfactorally
explains much of his shattering impact, its use here will,
I believe, deepen our insight into, and our appreciation
of, the art and genius of W.C. Fields. o

For the purposes of: this paper, the terms "wit", "the com-
j¢", and "humor", will be used in the technical Freudian
sense. As we distinguish these three terms, and provide
_examples from Fields' fiims, it should be remembered that
our central purpose is not to simplify Fields' art, but to
appreciate its complexity. . Most Fieldsian episodes com-
bine all three laughter-producing mechanisms.

Perhaps the most-signjficaqt.distinction—between-Fiers
and otheyr comics is his willingness to approach. the ;thin .
line between disguised aggression and outright aggression:
As aggression is a prime characteristic of wit, it is to
Fields as a wit that we first turn. o

Wit

Wit is a thinly disguised :form of .aggression, it is the
weapon of civilized man. . ‘

- Aggressive wit gives us a new way of admitting dan-
gerous aggression to our consciousness -- but it has.
to be done in a cleverly disguised form. The first
person, the one who perceives the joke: o '
person, the one who makes the joke or perceives the
idea, attacks the second person, the butt of the
joke... In order to test whether the work of disguis-
ing the aggressive tendency was successful, the first
person has to tell the witticism to a third person.
The one who has conceived the joke cannot himself
laugh, because he is too close to the original ag-
gression and the feeling of guilt about it. The

Fields' films admittedly-do:not:appeal:to aamass;audieﬁceaf;ﬁjV
It is only the movie houses:in- the university towns and -

‘gests helpfully. -~ =

third person, to whom the witticism is told, is only
. a listener and judges only the disguise of .the un-
| derlying sggression. The third person:becomes. gujl-
‘ty only insofar as he is a witness of the aggression
“but not a participant. He is safely removed from .
guilt.  MWhen the“third person, to whom the-joke is
told, reacts with laughter, the first person, who-
had originally conceived the witticism, may. join him
in the laughter of relief: the disguise has suc-
ceeded. Hostile jokes Tift repressions and_open up
otherwise inaccessible sources of pleasure. 3

Fields wit enables us to-release our own aggressive ‘feel-
ings. But as it is Fields, not the audience, that is

getting out the aggression, we can experience the release
without guilt.. Let us sample a 1ittle Freudian hostility

In "The Fatal Glass of Beer", which Fields wrote, Mr.
Snavely (Fields) is sitting down to soup with his wife ir
a snow-besieged cabin in Alaska. There is a knock at the
door. Chester, his son who has gone bad in the big ci-
ty, is back from prison. Fields rushes ‘to meet his boy.

“In-his haste, his foot gets caught in a wooden bucket:

which clatters around after him.. "The reunion is tear-
ful, snow from Fields' bowed: head falling into the soup
to join its other unspeakable ingredients. Oversome Wit
emotion, Chester says that he has come home to stay, and
what he wants to do first is crawl into his own Tlittle
bed and sleep like a baby. =~~~ -

"'Why not Tie down and get some rest first?' Fields sug-

"The good-nights-turn into a three-way barrage of endear-
ments and advice on how to get a good night's sleep.
'Good-night, son, and don't forget to open Your window. ..
‘T won't, ma, and don't forget to open your window, and
you open your window too, pa...' The triangular conver-
sation, with everyone speaking at once, reaches a cres-
cendo and is brought to a halt only by the slamming of
Chester's door."$ : -

In this episode, we find a special kind of wit, the car-
fcature. Th@ meaningless sentimentality that is often
found in family life is ridiculed by distortion. The ep-

- isode ends when Chester, wearing only his night-shirt, is

thrown out of the cabin into the blizzard. To prove his

‘reformation, he had told his "loving parents" how he took
the "tainted money I got from them bonds, and threw it ir

the river...."



. ‘exception,

_~of the hostile intent.

- In "The Pharmacist", Fields is returning from an errand.
He notes that "two old-timers who have been ptaying
checkers since early morning are still pondering over the
next move. Fields studies the board, knowlingly warns a-
gainst several moves, and finally nods his silent approv-
al. Of course, the unfortunate recipient of his advice
makes the move and is cleaned out in one fell swoop. "¢
. In this film, Fields gets involved in a heated argument
.~ with his daughter. She finally bursts into tears, sob-
/. bing, "You don't love me anymore!" Fields thereupon™ takes
- a swing at her while retorting, "Certainly I love youl"
His wife tries to calm him as he growls, "She can't tell
me I don't love herl” C :

The wit is also an expert at one-liners and Fields is no
~In an argument at a bar, the injured party
tells Fields, "You're drunk!" "You're crazy!" replies
Fields.. “You're drunk!” says the injured party. "Al1l
right," says Fields, "but tomorrow morning I'11 be sober
and you'l] 'still be crazy.” T

In "The Oldfashioned Way" he meets Cleopatra Pepperday,
an aging and frustrated singer., Fields observes that
she is "dressed 1ike a well-kept grave."

- Due ‘to the fact that the widowed Mrs. Pepperday is very

. rich, The Great McGonigle (Fields) decides to play up to

- her and even tolerates her tiny brat, the gurgling Baby

. LeRoy. The following episode is a classic in Fields’
very genuine hostility toward babies:

Though reacting with embarrassment and horror when
the infant affectionately greets him as "Dada,”
Fields retains his savoir-faire even when the 1ittle

- fellow dunks his watch in the molasses, where it
sinks 1ike a rock in quicksand. Retrieving the
sticky timepiece with a peeved, "The minute hand
won't be a bit of use,” he reassures the baby's

- clucking mother that he is not in the least annoyed.

“How could you possibly hurt a watch by dipping it
~in molasses?" he purrs. "It just makes me love the _
Tittle nipper all the more!" LeRoy's aggressive be=
havior continues, however, accompanied by depre
ing smiles from his mother, who makes

; me

 of Field's nose. But the boy's
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Fields' comic roles are all directed to a deflation of
authority. In "You Can't Cheat an Honest Man," Larson E.

" Whipsnade (Fields), circus impresarioc, takes on high soci-

ety. The rich and snooty Bel Goodies are giving an en-
gagement party at their mansion in hénor of the impending
marriage of their son to Fields' daughter. Fields soon
has "“the upper-crust crumbling." He ambles around the
party loudly remarking, "Lots of necks washed here to-
night." To his parasitic son, Phineas, he remarks, "All
of the creme-de-la-creme is here tonight....they have no-
blesse oblige....we have acrobats."

Mrs. Bell Goodie tries to quiet him down by asking him
what's keeping his daughter. “She's gone to a barber
shop for a facial.,.she may be some time...there were
eight or nine men ahead of her." Fields then proceeds to
tell a disgusting anecdote about snakes. At the first
mention of the word "snake" Mrs. Bel Goodie screams and
faints. The other guests fail in their attempts to ex-
plain to Fields that Mrs. Bel Goodie has a. dangerous al-
fergy to even the mention of snakes and he continues on
with his story. At every mention of the word "snake" the
now prostrate Mrs. Bel Goodie screams and faints again.
The rambling and senseless story ends with the snake some-
how saving Fiélds' 1ife: "the little beggar stuck his
tail out of the window and rattled for a constable."

In order to change the subject from an off-color story a-
bout a drummer, a society matron asks him, "How is your
ping-pong?" With a look that says he regards her question
as an-obscene impertinence he replies scathingly, "Fine,
how's yours?" A wild, no-holds-barred, no quarter given,
ping pong match follows. This scene probably represented

*Fie]d's‘views on the respect due proper society.

When Fields himself is playing the role of an authority
figure, he is the one deflated. In "The Bank Dick" Egbert
Souse (Fields), the new bank detective, is taking no chances
with potential robbers. He sneaks up on a mother and her
small son, who is wearing a cowboy hat and a toy gun.
Fields grabs the child and proceeds to throttle him. When
the child is :jna}Jy_rejeased,;he;reta}iatgsﬁhycmaking;funa

Yes," Fields replies with a barely suppressed snarl,  And i

AT T
Baby LeRoy overplays his hand by spattering Fields
with potato salad, his temper nears the breaking
point. "Brat!" he thunders, then spells out the word
for the benefit of the 1ittle tyke.

- The meal finishes, and the diners depart. LeRoy is
left alone with Fields, and the danger of his posi-

- tion is clear even to him. His face takes on an in--
nocent air, and he crawls on all fours out of the
room, helped by Fields, who -- making sure that no-
body is Tooking -- delivers a hearty kick to the
youngster's backside.® - T

In these episodes our own repressed aggressions are acti-

- vated. If these aggressive thoughts are successfully
|- disguised, "the aggression passes the censor, escapes

. further repression, and may be consciously enjoyed. - The
- . sudden release of anger no longer needed for repression
“~.is Taughed off."6 .

- -The disguise allows us to enjoy our aggression without-
- guilt. At the same time, however, we must remain aware
L "This means that the 1istener
~must be able to perceive the disguised aggressive tgnden—,
¢y and must be stimylated by it, but must also be simul-
< taneously protected against any kind of guilt feeling."?
-+ Wit is found in the precarious balance between disguise
. and revelation. If a witticism misfires, if the disguise
-'slips, the reaction may be embarrassment or disgust, in-
' stead of laughter. As we have noted, Fields dares more
~than any other comic to approach the revelation side of

" the balance. :

‘The Comic -

The comic must be distinguished from wit. “In the comic
~situation the victim is usually deprived of authority and
+dignity. This gives the onlooker a feeling of superior-

~dty.... Pleasure in the comic arises from a more or less

conscious comparison between the onlogker's perfection

- and the other person's obvious imperfection."8 :

ke to catch him when he's alone.” But when ' s81f t6 be the most ¥

"~ tures.

- his lady companion:

us. o . on;, we:
must account for: his use of a cane, by . Niard
cue, or a golf club in practically all of his screen appear-
ances. The Freudian implications are obvious. "The symbol
of the ridiculed penis returns to the contemporary scene
in the walking stick as used by Charlie Chaplin, W.C. Fields,
and Bobby Clark. Chaplin preferred the twirling cane --
which has some Tife and function Teft. W.C.Fields... was a _
master... at expressing the impotence of the father in a
symbolic way without making his children -- the audience --
feel guilty or sorry. On the contrary, he made them love
him and laugh at and with him." ¢ 1In a routine he contin-
ually repeated with Tittle variation, Fields attempts to
put his hat on his head and unknowingly hangs it on his
cane instead. He then starts looking for his hat. We
find this scene in "Sallv of the Sawdust" and other pic-
"Can anything be more hilarious and ridiculous to
the anxious child, or to the frightened child in our un-
conscious, -than to see a father who does not even know

- the difference betweeén a part of his body, symbolized by

the hat, and the outside world?"20

In "Pool Sharks" Fields does battle with "a stubborn

stalk of asparagus which obstinately refuses to enter his
open and-receg}ive mouth and insists on poking him in the
eye instead." In the pool game itself, Fields' first
shot "splits the triangle of billiard balls, which form
themselves into a regimented straight line and then resume
their original triangle."f2 In another sequence, the bil-
Tiard cue is made of rubber and will not maintain its
strength, but continually bends at the decisive moment.

A variation of this routine occurs in "The Golf Special-

- ist." The caddy hands Fields a rubber golf club which im-

mediately bends out of shape. "'Wrong club,' murmers
Fields. "Try this putting niblick," suggests the caddy,
offering a new club. Fields is fascinated by the sound
of the phrase, repeats the words 'putting niblick' sever-
al times to get the feel of them, and then explains to
'The 1ittle fellow obviously doesn't
understand the nomenclature of the game.' Fields seems
to be having trouble getting his game started. His hat
falls off repeatedly; one club wraps itself around his
neck like a corkscrew and is rejected -~ 'The shaft is
warped...'"1% .




In.these scenes we are: Taughing at "the castrated, depre-
ciated, confused, and silly fa her," but such Taughter is
allowable ‘“only when the depreciation is skillfully dis-
guised and .avoids imminent guilt reaction."14 S

" Humor

In addition to the aTmost undisguised aggressiveness in
the comic and wit of Fields' art, we also find a unique
style of humor. - In humor, some unpleasant emotion, such
as pity or sorrow, is initiated by the victim's plight.
It is then discovered that the victim does not need oyr
pity; his attitude does not Justify our sorrow. The emo-
~ tional energy saved us is expressed in laughter. "Humor
originates when painful emotions are stimulated and an
attempt at suppression is initiated but proves to be un-
necessary."2® In the humorous situation, the victim ex-
presses an inner strength that triumphs over the empiri-
cal situation. Grotjahn cites as an example of such

- Strength in the midst of misery the statement of Oscar
Wilde upon his being sent to prison. When Wilde was kept
standing handcuffed in the pouring rain, he indignantly
protested: "If this is how Her Majesty treats her pri-
'soners, she does not deserve to have any." Humor permits
us to acknowledge failure or disgrace without being des-
troyed by it. Humor can be an act of forgiveness, of our-
selves, by ourselves, ,

Humor is net resigned; humor is a triumphant joy and
represents the victory of the pleasure principle,
The ego, usually forced to submit to or modify the
pleasure-seeking drives to the demands of reality,

- resolutely turms away from reality and enjoys uninhib-
ited narcissism, this triumph over reality, this vic-
tory of the seemingly invulnerable ego, gives a feel-
ing of strength. Laughter may occur, but usually a
smile suffices. :

~In the humorous attitude, the superego relates itslef
to the ego like a good parent to a child: Tenient,
understanding, forgiving, kind. Wit utilizes infant-
ile pTeasure in order to release aggressive tenden-
ciesy in humor, the saving of emotion reactivates.a
Joyful narcissistic state during which. the superego .

treats th%segQQWith,kind1jness,andﬁnotnwithrthayuSU'T
 stérnnéss1y!MahyhyearSJafter@Ereud?sppabeﬁﬁ?E@mﬁﬁ" it
Bergler showed convincingly that the superego is & -

- forced to this kind attitude in order tg avoid a com--
plete break with the ego.I6 : : -

In Fieldsian humor, our hero is unperturbed by his tor-
mentors. Neither the police nor falling boulders can:de-
feat him. A scene in "The Golf Specialist" is strikingly
similiar in impact to the story of Wilde's imprisonment.
Effington Bellweather (Fields), who is wanted by the ~
sheriff, is teaching a young blonde how to hold a'golf -
club. Fields is just going into his swing when the shepr-
1ff moves in. Fields' club hits the sheriff's rifle
which fires, bringing down a goose. Undaunted, Fields
continues with his instructions to the young lady demon-
strating that the secret of good golf is keeping the
wrists close together. The sheriff takes advantage of -
the opportunity and snaps on the handcuffs. Fields s =
led away, ignoring both the sheriff and the handcuffs, re-
peating over and over that one essential rule, "Keep the -
wrists close together,.." : : :

In "Never Give a Sucker an Even Break," Fields has just
descended Mount Hemogloben, the hideaway of the eccentric
and rich Mrs. Hemogloben, when he is hit squarely on the
top of the head with a huge rock that has fallen from the
top of the mountain. "Are you hurt?" inquires his neice.
"No," replies Fields, keeping his temper and sarcasm ad-
mirable under control, "how could a rock falling ten thous-
and feet possibly hurt anyone?"

In "The Pharmacist" we see another example of Fields' sto-
icism. A belligerent-Tooking male customer comes in who
s unsure of what he wants. As the customer critically
walks around the store, Fields walks with him, pointing
out interesting items such as Titerature entitled "Mother
India”, "The Sex Life of the Polyp", and "The Rover Boys.*"
The customer is not interested. After several other sug-
gestions, including "Cake a la Mode," Fields asks, "How
about a postage stamp?" The customer agrees, "Yeah, gim-
me a stamp. One of the purple ones." As there are no
purple stamps on stock, Fields amiably offers to paint
one. The customer finally decides on a three-cent stamp,
purple or not. Fields begins to tear a stamp off the
sheet, but the customer growls, "No, not one of those dir-
ty stamps. Give me a clean onel" Fields, still sheerful,

- "'Let me-get that, Tittle Wooly Britches,'

Kate Felton, was a native of Philadelphia.

. his father,

Fields with Baby Leroy
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takes a scissors and cuts a circle through the sheet, re--
moving the stamp in the middle and destroying the rest.
"Shall we send it?" inquires Fields. "The customer is
willing to carry it provided it is wrapped and placed in
a large paper bag. Unfortunately he doesn't have the
three cents in cash, and offers a hundred-dollar bill.
Fields, of course, can't change it, and suggests that
the gentleman pay next time. As the customer is leav-
ing with his package, Fields suddenly calls him back,
recalling that they are giving away a free souvenir

with each purchase that day. From under the counter he
produces an enourmous vase which the customer accepts
rather grudgingly and departs."Z? , R

When Fields is doing battle with belligerent babies, how-

ever, his humor takes on a more aggressive quality. In
"The Barber Shop," Fields leaves his store to greet Mrs.
Broadbottom, who is walking her baby. ‘Seeing ‘the baby
with a Toose diaper pin, Fields is all paternal concern.
he coos
soothingly, 'A thing Tike that could ki1l you!' As he
bends. over to retrieve'thefTooserpin,_the baby belts his
undefended head with a full bott]e of mitk. ' Stalking

away, rubbing his injured head, he sees to it that-the
-over-sized pin, i fely ant

_;sharpvpoint,QEJTberate1

ing fingers will find it quiekly."18- =

edgerly ‘explors .

Freud summarizes the three laughter-producing mechanisis *
as follows: "It has seemed to us that the pleasure of wit
originates»fnom*an“economy'of“expenditurefin inhibition,
of. the comic from an economy of expenditure in thought,
and of humor from an economy of expenditurein feeling."

 The séarch'for.thé{Historica1 F1e1ds

I have postponed our search for the historical Fields une
tiT now in order to avoid the temptation of analyzing the
man instead of his work. Fields' ministry is his films.

William Claude Dukinfield was born in Philadelphia on Ap-
ril 9, 1879. ‘He changed his name to W.C. Fields for pro-
fessiona]'reaSons,_ His father was a London cockney whose
family emigrated to America in the 1870's. -His mother,
The family

was poor and Fields, the oldest child, sttended school on-
1y when he was not assisting his father, a fruit and ve-
getable peddler. Young Fields did not get on well with

At the age of eleven, .after an unusually se-
vere beating, Fields ran away from home. The next few
years were spent trying to survive. At the age of Four-
teen, Fields landed a job as a juggler in an amusement
park. - A reason for Fie?ds'.host11ity_to.ch11dren, and -
animals, and the image of the family, may be found in
this disasterous childhood. The Tove of a family. the
friendship of other children, and the companionship of

a pet were all denied him. : :

By the age of twenty, Fields was on Vaudeville tours to
Europe. 1In 1915, he was signed for "The Ziegfield Fol-
Ties," and he made his first movie appearance in the
short comedy "Pool Sharks".

Fields" marriage to Harriet Hughes. ended in estrangement.

They had one son. After the separation, Fields appar-
antly had no further romantic interests. "Fields' ap--
proach to women was to regard most of them as enemies
and busybodies; his attitude toward sex was to ignore
it."19 " The only film where Fields takes sex seriously

is "My Little Chickadee." Byt even there, his fake
marriage to Mae West was never consummated.



‘qually indiscriminate; ikes included bankers, . . -
policemen, foreigners, Chinesé; and Negroes. Many of o

was sought by the potice.
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Fields was notorious for his dislikes and prejudices.
Quite remarkable was his hatred for birds in general,
and for one large white swan in particular. Taylor des-

cribes Fields' relations with the bird:

It was not uncommon for Fields to be bullied by
animals other than dogs. His trouble with a swan,
later on in Hollywood, was notorious. He rented

a Targe establishment on Téluca take, a body of
water inhabited by a peevish, noisy, outsized white
-swan, which took an instant dislike to Fields.

Mary Brian, Bing Crosby, and Richard Arlen, movie
people who had houses on the lake, have recalled
many interesting sights of the comedian fitted out
for combat. For several days after he moved in,
the swan would catch him near the shore and chase
him back to his house. Then Fields got a cane with
a curved handle and took to hiding in the reeds
near the water. He would produce noises that he
fancied were recognizable as authentic swan talk,
and when the bird came in to investigate, he'd
rush out and try to get the cane around its neck.

"Mr. Fields was sure enough scared of that swan,"”
felt one of his former servants. "Almost every
time they met, he wound up runnin'."

After three or four futile brushes with the cane,
he decided on heavier ordmance, and he switched
to a golf club, selecting a number-four iron.
The bird showed considerable respect for the iron,
and Fields went on the ‘offensive. He bought a

- canoe and chased the .swah all over the lake every
day. But no matter how he paddled, the bird man-
aged to stay out in front. It was hot work and
Fields, on one occasion, lay back to rest and get
his strength up. He dozed off, and the swan cir-
cled round, 1ike Nelson at Trafalgar, and fell on
him from the rear.

The comedian returned home in a homicidal humor.
He stormed around the house trying to enlist sym-
pathy for his cause. "The goddamned bird broke
all the rules.of civilized warfare,” he kept say-
ing.  He got a revolver and loaded it up, but one.
- of the household talked him into sticking to the
.-goT1f club. S EE "

“His .dislikes-included bankérs;

these prejudices, however, were apparantly superficial. =

© . "He dis known to have been generous with his own Negro

staff, and on-at least one occasion when they were 7
spoken to disparagingly by a visiting friend of his, the.
friend was ordered out of the house."20 1In "The Gold.
Specialist” some of Fields' prejudices may be seen in
the 1ist of heinous crimes for which Mr. Bellweather

The misdemeanors included
“eating spaghetti in public, posing as the Prince of ..
Wales, and revealing the facts of life to an Indian,"21

Fields had a prodigious capacity for gin. His daily
consumption averaged two quarts, starting with two dou-
ble martinis before breakfast. Fields however was never
drunk and would not tolerate drunks in his presence. .
Liquor kept his nerves quiet and helped his work. "His~
timing was better when he was drinking," thought Mark
Sennet. Fields knew that his drinking was a crutch. -
His secretary once asked him, "If:you had your life to

- do over, what would you 1ike to change, Mr. Fields?"

‘After some thought, he replied: "You know. I'd like to
see how I would have made out without liquor."

Fields in "Six of a RKind"

Fields in "The Bank Dick"
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Fields' attitude toward 1ife was symbolized by his
voice. Wallace Markfield described that voice: "It
seemed to arise out of immense Tethargy, the letharay
of a .man too far gone to bother spitting out a few
hairs or ashes. At best it was nasal, at worst it was
.nasty, and invariably it was monotonous, absolutely
drained of every state and emotion Fields considered
extraneous -- pity, respect, goodwill, benevolence,
trust, tenderness. This voice an ancient heathen idol
might have used against a missionary."22 It is jronic
- that death came to Fields on Christmas Day, 1946,
Christmas was a day he particularly hated, perhaps be-
cause it represented all those emotions that were never
- expended in the child, William Claude Dunkinfield.

We see the tragedy of Fields' personal life in Grot-
Jahn's description of witty men. He notes "how sick at
heart most of them are underneath their witty defenses.
They are hostile, lonely, often unloving and unloved;
they feel near to tears and suffering; often they a-
void disaster only by drinking, which leads to new com-
plications. They repeat the tragedy of the Tittle boy
who feels unloved, becomes defensive and hostile, ero-
tizes his language, and becomes impudent. ‘The Tife"
stories of many great clowns give a wealth of clinical
ﬂtr"a ‘agic development. It is not fun-

. y unique in having an imperfect chi 1d-
. hood and a troubled maturity. As ProfeSsor Haroutunian .
~likes to remind his students, "To be comfortable is to

~ -be dead."

What suffering does to a man, or, what a man does with .
- his. suffering,‘is.a:cruciaT guestion of existence.  Many

Tives are consumed in a search for the anesthesia a-
gainst misery. But.on occasion, if the heat is hot e-
-nough, 1f the pressure is high enough, if the fuel is ,
of the right quality: the hell-fire does not consume --
instead there comes forth a-diamond.  Many geniuses,
including W.C. Fields, have come out of such a forge.

... Out of the ashes of their personal lives have emerged

gifts for mankind. Fields' art is such a gift.
Fields' battles against the women, the children, and
the pets of this world, against all that is or should
be tender or sweet, sérve us as we try to be tender,
to love withour guilt, to Tive without anxiety. His
ministry was to help us in the never-ending task of
knowing ourselves and accepting ourselves,

Wallace Markfield relates the legendary tale of Fields’
deathbed scene. "Fields suddenly rears up and calls

- his cronies to his side. Clearly something is on his
mind. "“You know,” he whispers, "I've ... been ...
thinking about ... those poor Tittle ... newsies out ...

there. Peddling their ... papers in the cold ... and
rain ... sole support of ... their mothers. I ...
want ... to do something for them."

He is answered, "Wonderful, that's wonderful, Bil1l1."
Then Fields Tapses into silence. "Bill ... Bifr?"

He rears up again and says, "On second thought ...
fuck 'em!"

footnote references and aut-
hor's biography on next page
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Fields. continued. ..

Our author, Charles Slap, was born in New York City,
taking his B.A. at New York University. He recieved -
his Bachelor of ILaw at Columbia Law School, and has
since set a course for the ministry. Thus far, his
ministerial training has given by Harvard Divinity
School and Meadville Theological School; the later
which he is currently attending with hopes of grad-
uation the June. Mr. Slap is also serving as part-time
minister to the West Iafyette, Indiana Fellowship.
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Dear Nameless:

T was quite interested in Connie Burgess' article
about Continental Conference and the replies to it by
Ross Quinn and Bugt Cohen.. . The reason for my special

] staff in the

‘which T was on you : . B de

Vries was also assigned to cur cell, but he had so

much hassle with the treasury situation that it turned
out Comnie and I were left most of the time to do the

cell thing together. As a result, we began to get in-
side each other a little bit as we interacted in cell
meetings, staff meetings, and personal conversations.

The UUWF sent me ten copies of the Bridge in which
Comnie's article was featured, so I had a chance to re-
act to it myself before reading the counter-articles by
Ross and Burt. Frankly, I was more turned off by the
counter-articles, especially Burt's, than by Connie's
original impressions. Iet's take a look at exactly
what she was criticizing: '

1. Rejection of conference rules agreed to by the
college and the PlanCom, especially those regarding
cleanliness of the site.  ~° o

2. A lack of psychologists and other trained people
in the T-groups. : '

3. Toneliness and alienation among many people at
the conference, especially among the "chicks".

These are points that get me uptight too. The on-
ly one I would question as to being a problem at all
is the point she raises about girls being passive par-
ticipants in LRY. Thinking back to our cell, I can see
where Connie would get this impression, and how it
would stick in her mind, considering her position as-
UUWF Director. However, I would be more inclined to
say that passive participation in a conference like that
as well as alienation, is a phencmenum that is not con-—
fined to one sex. It is a hell of a problem to cope -
with when you have a conference of that size, too, and
its one we're considering on the PlanCom for this year's
conference. The other two problems in question are
gquite real and quite serious. Burt's answer to the
question of rules disturbed me greatly. The point here
is that the Board of Trustees elects a Planning Commi-
ttee to plan and manage Continental Conference in all
ita aspects —— fram rules to worship. It is the res-~
ponsibility of this Committee to ask why about all the
rules. And is ‘the answers aren't adequate, it is the-

. Comiittee's responsibility to hassle them. However, if

the rules are reasonable and have a good purpose behind
them, they are accepted by the Committee and presented
to the conferees. This is what the Committee is for.



Whén ‘I came to Santa Fe, I tock it for granted that the
rules had been. discussed adequately and that there were
good reasons behind all the rules that we were presented
with. I thought Burt's statement that the cammnity was
under no obligation to accept arbitrary rules to be ir-
responsible and immature. You place the responsibility
of accepting or rejecting rules on the Plarming Commit-
tee, and as such they are not arbitrary. They are muatu-
ally acceptable.

- The problem of inadequately trained staff at confer-
endes is one that cannot be avoided. Ross is quite right
in saying that the problem is money. If the lack of

trained staff is unavoidable, then the real question here

. ig whether we should attempt to try T-groups and similiar
" encounter groups. Speaking for myself, I felt quite un-
comfortable in trying these situations in my cell, and
the results we got showed why. The reason we did go into
them was because we couldn't cave up with ab alternative
course for the group to take. The whole cell situation

was uptight. We were dropped into our cells the first

night with very little time or help to get us oriented to

the situation we were going to face. As I remember, I
screwed up that first meeting quite nicely by bulldozing
my way into a dominant position and ignoring Connie's
suggestions. ‘ S S

The reason I'm turned off by the letters of reply is
that T think we sould be accepting these criticisms that

Connie raises as real problems, and should be thinking
about solving them, rather than jumping forward on the
defensive with a weak string of arguments and excuses.

' T think Ross took a more rational approach to the criti-
cisms, and has a good point in saying that the world we
created at Santa Fe was not the world we aspire to cre-
ate. This is possibly where Connie misunderstocd the
conference the most. However, 1 prefer to look to the
two-thirds of the article in which she states the bro-
therhood and love she found at Continental, and what
she feels both of us, LKY and the UWF, can do about it.
The message that Connie took back from Continental, the
message that without brotherhood, nothing matters, is
one that wany of us also took back, and is what we

“should be thinking about, making came true, instead os -

- aefending-the*plaeeSiweghaveifalléﬁxshgrtwinvthe&paSt;;f;u_f;

"with love and jUétiEéistrive
. o make men free"

Wayne Arnason
President, SAM NeWT Federation

- Dear LRY Members:

Yesterday I read Connie Burgess' report in the win-
ter issue of The Bridge describing her week with the LRY
at your conference in 3anta Fe. I was shocked and ang-
ered at what I read. '

Tt was stated in the pre-conference material, that at
their confernces, LRYers want to create their own adult
world in which they can show their adulthood in accept-
ing their own responsibilities, a world much better than
the one in which they are living and learning.
to me that you succeeded only in creating the worst of
the world in which you find yourselves. By littering
the campus, breaking rules, showing utter disregard for
the surroundings which had been created with such effort
and care by St. John's students and faculty, by destroy-
ing expensive equipment, you showed yourselves to be a-
bout on the level of the most ignorant, truly deprived
members of society. Where was that sense of responsibi-
lity which you planned to develop and demonstrate?

of all youﬁg people in our society today, yoﬁ are

the ones from whom the most is expected and hoped for — -

- you are the ones for whom people in out churches have
the greatest.concern and for whom they will try to pro~
vide opportunities such as the ones you say you seek.
When you receive such privileges as the ones extended
to you by St. John's, they are given with the trust
that you will show your adulthood and respongibility by
using them with care and with appreciation. And what
happens?

Truly, I feel disappointed and ashamed that vouth
from Unitarian Universalist backgrounds and churches
could show themselves S0 wanting in the ability to dis- .
tinguish false values from true ones. Yes, even in '
today's society, with its hypocricy and obsolete rules,

" there are still some true values, most of which, appar-
antly, you are still too young;and too. immature to have

gess created quite &
¢le on the Santa Fe C

It seems
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diécovered. Perhaps the search for the true values,

:p?roven through the ages, would be a helpful pursuit for -
"~ LRY. o g Lo ‘

Although you probably will not believe this, pro-
gress towards the changes which are so much needed in
our society today will be much- faster and easier if you

do not needlessly alienate the adults through whom these
.changes must be effected.

Happemings like the one at
gt. John's really turn us off. They leave us with no
respect for you as individuals and little sympathy for
you in your efforts to grow up in this admittedly com-

plex and messed-up world. The end goals of your en-

deavors in LRY are admired and respected by us all, but
the means you are employing are practically guaranteed
not to -achieve them, if this- conference at St. John's
is typical. ‘

Margaret Bach
Cincinnati, Chio

Dear George and Greg:

I;gather*fromjreadihg7Vd1J,T,;No;:s,ffhaiAMrs;;Bur—v,;%f
quite a stir i Y-circles with her arti-..

I thought her article was actually sympathetic to LRY.
In their eagerness to prove her observations about the
conference wrong, both Burt Cohen and Ross Quinn seem to
have missed the main message of the article, that we a-
dults should do something now to facilitate the creation
of the kind of community that dedicated LRYers are hop-

“ing to build.

As an adult, now well into my eighth decade, may I
exercise that part os being an adult, which, in Burt
Cohen's words, is "questjoning why"?

1. If a community through its representatives volun-
tarily agrees to certain terms for the use of cer-
tain facilities, are not all members of the com-
munity bound to carry out the terms of the agree-

‘ment entered into on their behalf, regardless of
how foolish, or stupid, or irrelevent, or arbitrary
these terms may appear to individual members of the
community? ST .

2 What makes the answers to questions valid? Their
agreement with one's desires at a particular time?
Their relationship to the welifare of a community?
A community as seen by whom and in what context?

3. What is it that divides young people and adults

: into two opposite and almost warring camps, if 1t
jsn't the almost universal tendency to react with

hostility to what is deemed to be criticism from

the other side? - When will we learn to accept each
other's point of view as valid from where each
sits, and then.press on to some constructive joint
action? -

I'm about'as full of‘questions as a porcupine is of
quilis; so T must be very adult: but answers elude me
most of the time. ' :

Well, here's to your continuation as a very stimu-
Tating newspaper. : :

Sincerely.,

Harold Panabaker

Executive Secretary,

Western Canada Unitarian
District
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Michael Ferber, convicted of conspiracy to violate the
draft requlations with Dr. Benjamin Spock and Yale Chap-
lin the Rev.- William Sloane Coffin Jr., joins the Name-
less' distinguished contributors

less' list of distinguished contributors with a speech
delivered to Emerson College students and faculty last
Novermber. Michael's words will delight any serious
student of linguistics harboring himself in the Unitar-
ian church, as his training in the art of rhetoric was
developed as president of Niagara Frontier Federation
of LRY some years back and nurtured throughout his com-
mited years in our religious association.

- I'd like to speak to both sides of the generation gap.

The committee who discussed who should speak today
thought at first they would have a speaker on the gen-
eration gap, and then Charlie said, "Well, why don't
we invite someone who helped to widen 1t." But I'd
1ike, if that's what I've done, to close it a bit, or
to try at least to find what it is and some of the
things that have caused, this strange action and vebel-
lion that is going on in my generation.

One of the big problems that I think occurs in every
family wheve theve ig something like an adolescent re-
bellion going on, ig the problem of how to talk. There
is certainly a new language, or something even less

than a language -~ a sub-language full of mutterings,
shrugs of the shoulders, and various strange styles,

and gestures -- that seems partly borrowed from Hippies,
partly from the Black eulture in America, partly from
the Beats of a generation ago, not even a generation .
age, that has completely baffled all the people., It
was just getting started whem I was susceptible to it
and I haven't really mastered it myself and I find it
sometimes baffling. It seems, 1if not articulate, com-
pletely unreasonable. It doesn't make sense. To try

to talk with your son about his responsibilities and
purposes in life and the need for getting cevtain ~
thinge done ch time o he can get other things done and
not ruin hie life before he's old enough to make deci~
sions about it and understand them, is very often now
practically impossible because he doesn't respond to

the kind of language you're used to using. His own
language, a mixture of grunts, strange slang, and ob-
scenity, very often seems to be the only thing he re-
sponds to in an tmmediate visceral way. It seems to me
that that kind of jargon, that language, arises partly
as a gemeral social reaction, partly a reaction to the
payéhological problem in any family; an adolescent re-
bellion 18 going to oceur in some form in probably every
Ffamily, in every person, and the jargon that grows up
is q little Thebes Cant or a lowver class jargown that has
been popular throughout history. ‘

But I thibk we can also look at it in a very useful way,
as @ reacticn against the language that we adults use --
that the publiec, printed, established, formal, political, .
legal, ete., machinery uses. I think it can be argued
very strongly that that kind of language is in part al-
ready bankrupt. I'd like to single out four different
strands of it. It is particularly prevalent today with

- delevision and radio. It wae always possible that one

could be immune from it execept on weekends when one
heard speeches in the park a eouple of generations ago.
Now you can hear it all the time. And I thimk our gen-
eration ie different in some respects, in one at least,
that they have heard this kind of language day in and
day out from what they call the establishment.

One of those strands is political oratory. This 18 cer-
tainly a good time to mention that. I think probably
the most brilliant piece of rhetoric I've heard was Hu-
bert Bumphrey's acceptance speech at the convention in
Chicago. I veally hope you all heard that. It is not

 something you can remember very well. It ie.not really

quite there -- it's nothing you can quite grab hold of.
Té's g little bit like Redi Whip. It comes squivting

out endlessly. It fills you up and there's no nourish-
ment. And he was able to come back on both stdes of
every single issue. And it's g real art, I mean there
are very few pecple in the world who can do that. He
probably had a team of speech writers but they were bril-
1iant. He was able to somehow say something about ev-
‘erything in every side of every issue that had come up

during that week and during the preceding eanpailgh.
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Basically, what that kind of speech is, to use a much
more honest sort of language, is lying. It's not pre-
varication, it's not equivocation, it's not misleading,
it's lying. If we don't call it lying, we're lying to
ourgelves. But we hear that all the time. Richard
Nixon is equally capable of it. And for the next four
years or eight years we're going to hear that every time
there's a press conference, every time he makes a speech.
We must somehow keep in our minds that it is not usual-
ly the truth. If there's any truth in there at all,.
it's very hard to separate out from the gunck it comes
in. It's a kind of totalitarian prose, finally, be-
cause it manages to cover up everything. - It reduces
evgrything to the same level. It manages to assert ev-
erything it wants and so finally nothing. And that is
an ultimate destruction of the language. '

Another source of course is commerctalization, the su-
verlatives we hear all the time....We can no longer get
a small size of any toothpaste. The smallest they sell
is medium. The medium size i large. The large size

18 family. The very large size is giant ecomomy, and
80 on. Everything has shifted to the extreme left or

right.of the language, 8o it's nc longer possible, ex-
cept by a strange feat of understatement, to say any-
thing really serious. It's like the technique of a |
stage whisper for deep emotion. We now almost have the
reverse and come out on the other side of the spectrum
of extremes to convey what we mean. I suspect that one
of the things that made Senator MeCarthy so successful,
so popular, even among people who disagree with his po-
lities (it is now elear that many people who supported
Wallace supported MeCarthy) voted for him or supported
him because he was very frank. He had o kind of easy,
off-hand, low-key style. You felt that when he used a
strong word he really meant it. ~He wae not always

-f%dh',?bufﬁhe'wasff%dﬂkcbfténxéﬁbugh#éd-youdeouldffeéi*f

that he was a genuine human being and that he really
meant a great deal of what he said.. I know pedple who
are hawks on the war but who voted for him because he
was a human being. I think we'll find on the far right
and the far left, Wallace people, right wing labor peo-
ple, who hate Blacks, Jews, and Hipples; we'll find
much in common with them when we attack the problem of
what 18 meaningful, what is an authentic way of epeak-
ing and of standing up for something.
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A third source of this is the military-technical jargon
which is probably right now the most dangerous. We no
longer speak of dropping bombs on people; but of escal-
ation. We no longer speak of sending half a million
troops into a country that didn't imvite us; we speak
of an intervention. When we destroy an entirve village,
we pacify it. 4nd a young mon, twenty years old, who
doesn't know quite what he's doing, but got drafted,
sent to Vietnam, hit by a grenade thrown by o member of
the National Liberation Front, has his intestines blown
out and dies -- he's a casualty. FHe's not o human be-
ing. We are able somehow to deal in numbers, statistics,
and latinate phrases that no longer have any thump of
reality. There's no longer any imaginative image that
rises when you use the word pacification or casualty.
It seems to me that though that may eound very rational,
it's not at all. And the people who react against thie
and hold up posters of napalm babies ave, in a way, be-
“ing more reasonable because they're saying that that
little word "easualty" is really a napalm baby, and
that's just calling things by.their right names.

To call things by their vight names is to be reasonable
and rational, but it doesn't always seem so. At times
it seems impolite. At times the most rational thing

to do might be to swear; to shout "fuck you'. That may
be the most reasonable thing to do under certain cir-
cumstances. But it never seems like it because it's
not ptoper; it’s not polite; it somehow breaks the ven-
ger of reason that seems to be everywhere. It's served
to us like Redi Whip.

A third strand, which for students is perhaps the most
daily prevalent, at least 1f we manage to avoid the
newspapers, is academic jargon, and certain academic
techniques. And we've all had struggles about this.
Those of us who have taken sociology will wonder where
the people went about the third week of the course. We
end up not talking about people who have problems and
how they get together to solve them, the meaning in their
lives and what they believe and why they Frhave a certain
way. We talk about groups. We talk about interaction

vituals and other Latinate and. Bellinigtic phrases that .

finally, when we read enough of it, hus' the game dead-:

ining quality as political oratory...Somehow ve're sup-

posed to stay so.detached when we analyze socteties, . le-
gal structures, mMores, and so om, that we're not sup-
posed to see A) that what wve analyge may have any prac-
tical use and B) that there ave assumptions in our own
minde because we are ourselves members of society that
governs the way we think...ALl this has a way, I think,
of destroying our sense of what's reql; it has a way of
making us kid oureelves, of drying up our emotions and
our imagination, and leads to a pretity extreme reaction.
Tn an attempt to be more authentic in our speech we
sometimes do strange, shocking things. We do things to
shock our pavents, our teachers, and the police, our
governmment. In the lasticouple of years we 've succeeded.
We've burmed draft cards.™ Now, we eall that a form of
- symbolic speech. And it is. It's a miserable piece of
paper, but so frightening is that form of aymbolic
speech, because that's authentic; that's gpeaking with
something very important; that's making very clear
where you stand, and that's taking a risk. So Frighten-
ing is that kind of speech that the Supreme Court and
Congress have agreed thot that's a evime punishable by
Ffive years -- to burn a migerable piece of paper. Iifr
you burn your passport or Your driver's liscense you
pay a small fee to get e mew one. Burn your draft card
and you can be nailed, and many people have been.

We have turned to civil disobedience of various gorts

in order to redress grievances because no one listens
when we talk the ordinary way, because the ordinary way
of talking is a way of anesthetizing listening, and this
truth has come home to us. We have free speech in. Am-
erica, more or less. The Fifth amendment is still rea-
sonably alive. And I do not agree with my friends on
the left who gometimes say there are no freedoms of
speech left. There are plenty...While protest was
mounting, while the polls were showing half the people
deeply opposed to the war and almost half urging imme-
diate withdrawal, the govermment was escalating because
it was enabled through its structures which are all pro-
tected by certain forms of rhetoric and the uay the
press responds to the rhetoric, was able to keep 1t-
self removed from this protest, was able to keep it
channeled avound that very few people outside a few pri-
vileged communities were able to really know what was
yoing on. To react against this may put you in either
f two directions which may finally be the same one.
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It has led a lot of people to be frankly ivrational and
these are people I worry about. They're people who
have become Hippies in a full time sense who arve on drugs
almost daily, who have decided that only such an orient-
al cult will keep them at peace or at one with them-
‘gselves, and whose minds really are in danger. There ave
very small numbers of these people, you'll find. Most
of these people who look like Hippies are not! It's.
possible to take a kind of Hippie vacation which ig very
good for you -- to be completely irrational apparantly
for a few months, but continue to think and to be aware
of yourself and grow and talk it over with other people,

and, in a way, return, not return to that mode of Life . “]LI
 you rebel against, but to return to something perhaps . = .-
" highen, perhaps a higher kind of innocerice, perhaps a

better integration of your experience. A lot of people.
can pass through this with great value. - A number of

- people, and the number moy be growing slightly, have

turmed to a peymanent form of irvationality because it
has seemed to them so hatefully obvious, the bankruptey
of all reagson.

Now, their mistake is to think that what is bankrupt is
reqeon. What is bankyupt is this veneer of reason...l
would suggest that a true man or woman of reason is one
who 18 not afraid to question everything. This means
that nothing is a sacred cow, not even the one that Abe
Fortas has been urging on us lately -- Law, in particu-
lar Constitutional Law and the Supreme Court, When the
founding fathers started this country they used their
brains, they sat around and thought...Now we are told
that low should never be questioned, that though you may
occasionally disobey a law that appears.to you to be un-

 just, as Blacks did and Novthern Whites did in the

South, trespassing laws and so on. When the Supreme
Court has ruled on it, then that's it. Then you must
behave, you must gratefully aceept your punishment, as
Martin Luther King did, smiling, just before he was
killed. Fortas would argue that the law really is the
supreme, wnassailable system, and he argues that Finally,
because’ imerica 15 so set up, that all soctal change xan
oceur, given the proper Channels. With a certain vig-
orous protest and an occasional demonstration and a
git-in or two before an unjust law, and sure enough,
things will give. - I'm sorry to say that that is not the
way Amertea has ever worked. That's not the way 1t was
founded, that's not the way it has gone through all the
social movements through the wnineteenth and twentieth
centuries. It's certainly not the way glavery was abol-
ighed. '

ind I'm afraid that's not the way it's going to work
this time. Violent or not, a great number of lawe are
going to have to be broken very carefully and very ser-
fously. Now this is my position. You may disagree
with 1t. Both of us can be men of reason and still
disagree over that but if one rules out gt the start
any attempts to examine whether or not a law can be
broken or several laws, i1f you rule out any questioning
of the legal system, you're not using your brain, you're
cutting yourself off from a perfectly legitimate field
of inguiry, and so you've not being authentic... &
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THE ADULT IN LRY

or "what s. that o]d guy doing here?" |

l.iberal Religious Youth is an organization composed of
and run by young people. This is one of the most. im-

portant factors involved in making.the LRY experience
what it is. In the past, the right of self-determina-

tion which we exercise was considered a very vital fea- .

ture in the picture LRY presented of itself, to the ex-
tent that it was*expanded into a full-blown doctrine of
“Youth Autonomy”. "Youth Autonomy" tended to bring a-
bout a separation -- a generation gap, if you will --
between the established Unitarian Universalist church
~and its younger offspring organization. There was a

. suspicious ‘atmosphere surrounding the dealings.that
LRYers on the Tocal group, Federation, and Continental
levels, had to have with their adult counterparts. Each
thought the one was out to screw the other in some way;
the adults saw the LRYers as trying to use -them and
their church as a stamp of legitimacy on their activi-
ties, and the LRYers had visions of the adults taking
over and manipulating their groups.

Obviously this put the adults advisors on all. levels of
LRY in a strange position. The role of the advisor was
very vague, and varied with whomever you happened to

be talking with.
ance policy on the kids not doing anything out of Tine,.
and the kids saw him as the adult on their side, their
defender from the church. In the past couple of years,
LRY -has passed beyond its adolescent policy of youth au-
tonomy into a more mature and realistic attitude toward
the adult church. However, the problem of the role of
the advisor, and of adults in general, in relation to
LRY and to the church still remains.

I have found a great many differences among various Jo-
cal groups in their conceptions of what an advisor
should do or be. Indeed, a few groups don't have ad—
visors at all, and prefer to go along without one. A-..

mong the majority that have -advisors, though; there are =

at least five different ideas that I've heard about
what ‘an advisor is. For some groups, he 1s,mere1y a

. The church is hap-
they don't pry so much
into what you're doing, so why not? This really a-
mounts to no role at all (except that of a rubber stamp),
for the advisor isn't considered a pert of the group at
all. Another version of this is that the advisor is
supposed to be the group ghbgggcg_. He's there to see .
that the group doesn't get into any trouble, or do any-
thing which might cause trouble. Again, th1s type of
advisor is usually one who has been imposed on the

group by the church, and is not realiy considered a
part of the group. A third concept of the role of the

- advisor is that o leader. Here, it is the advisor
who plans the program, and 1n effect directs the group.
This may sometimeés be necessary in new or very weak
groups, but it strikes me as being just as undesirable
as either of the first two roles.

31scence_thatmmakes“the group 1ega]

A much better concept, in my opinion, is the advisor as

ce person, and this seems to be the attitude a-
dopted {tr%mﬁ?f'groups. In this case, the advisor is
there if you need to consult him in any problem -- pro--

gram, church relations, finances, etc. . The advisor is
part of the group, but he-gives help when it is asked
for, and is careful not to provide too much direction.
In addition to this, you will often find him assuming
" the fifth of the roles I have seen: that of a councel-

lor to the Executive Committee or similiar body of lea- -

dership. You will find this a lot more on the Federa-
tion level than on the Tocal level, because the Feder-
ation Executive is more cut off from the people it is

~serving, and thus becomes a more tightly knit group.
In a group such as this, there can be tensions as well
as problems; and the advisor often becomes a personal
or a group counsellor for the Executive members. This
has been a very general summary, and does not include
one other possible role which I personally feel best
about, and will deal with that later.

How does it feel to be an adult operating in such a
nebulous position in a high school group. The feelings
of adults who have encountered and worked with LRYers
are very important to consider here. Connie Burgess,
Director of the Women's Federation, wrote an article

.‘f‘l‘.

The adult church saw him as an insur-

~-1ike crazy Dick Kossow,
‘Executive Director of ‘LRY."

“But I am not an LRYer and I am not a kid.
- needs for human contact and relationships with people

‘maybe I can help explain it to you.

your decisions for you.
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in The Bridge recent]y, in which she descr1bed her first
encounter with an LRY Continental Conference saying:

"The first 24 hours, starting Saturday night, seemed

1ike days, and were the most uncomfortable hours I can
remember. I felt like a 'nothing'. My awareness of me,
my confidence in me, did not sustain the aloneness of
those first hours in our 'cell', as each group of fif-
teen was called. I had been told that it was to be a
comp1ete]y unstructured conference, and I was JUSt to be
there, in a cell, being myself, but I questioned 'me'

in this group of teenagers.
a very few suggest1ons which weren't heard."

This is an experience a ot of advisors have to face up
to when they f1rst@encounter LRY I'm somet1mes amazed
that they stay at all.: Bi ).

after one year as Executive Director in a letter printed
in last June's LRY packet.
But LRY has become my

"T am 32; a good age I must say.

Tife as it tends to do, and most of my waking and working

hours are spent with you - people about half my age.
During this year I have grokked youand learned much from
you. My tastes, insights, and values have changed much

3 nough' g )
D1ck wrote about h1s feelings

I stayed with them, offering -

by adding the perspectives of LRYers to my own experience.

And I have

with broader and deeper experience than you are capable
of having had at this point. But you often stand between
me and othey adults;  both in plain physical availiable

times and because my LRY-type attitude toward kids is in- -

tolerable and threatehing toward many of my peer group.
'"How are you handling LRY these days, Dick old boy?'
'Well I'm not really handling it, you know, I'm really.
trying to understand all that's going on within it, so
I'm trying to be
helpful and supportative to the leadership in running the
organization. I do try to throw suggestions in from time
to time; but they are rejected as .often as not.' Be-
cause I really believe that you LRYers are just as cap-
able of responsibility and irresponsibility as I am. I
believe LRY is a good place to grow. I believe in the
poocess and I refuse, usually, to manipulate it or cir- -
comvent it. Damned if you're going to get me to make
I'11 be as free and open with
you as I am capable of, and I will freely throw out my
own ideas, feelings, thoughts, and dreams. But only so
long as you treat them no d1fferent1y from those.of an
LRYer. As soon as they are-given extra weight because
I am an adult or because I am an advisor, I quit. Be~
cause then you are abdicating your. roTe 1n th1s pre-
cious process called LRY."

I think Dick has hit the root of the problem in this pa-
ragraph. An advisor is not an LRYer and he is not a
kid. His needs are different. He may be thought of as
just another LRYer by the group as time goes by, but
this in itself creates personal problems. I have gone -
through conferences where the adults present have been
thought of as very much a part of the group, but they
have felt unhappy and out of the conference situation.

{eontinued nemt'?age, 1st columm.



because neither themselves nor the conferees were mak-
ing an effort to bridge the gap that existed between
them as people. In placing the advisor on their own le-
vel, the LRYers felt satisfied that their hang-ups a-
bout relating to this adult had been solved. Their
"duty" fulfilled, they ignored him the rest of the con-
ference. '

I mentioned earlier that I thought there was a sixth
possible role the advisor could play. This isn't really
a role at all, however. It's a simple reality, involv-
ing who the advisor is as a person, and what he has to
contribute to the group. 1 see the advisor above all

as another human being -- a person with hang-ups, fears,.

loves, hopes, and eccentricies just 1ike anyone else.
He's not a rubber stamp, nor is he an instant problem-
'solver. ~He is an individual, and iike any other member
of the group, he has an individual point of view. You
must realize that because the advisor is an adult, pis
is a very. : ' -

must realize that because the advisor is an adult, his
is a very unigue point of view. He can provide in-
sights and information that nobody else in the group -
-can, and 1t is in this that his uniqueness 1ies.' How-
ever, this uniqueness does not mean that the advisor's
opinions and ideas are to be considered above and be-
yond anybody else's. If we did this, we would be, as
Dick says, "abdicating our role in the precious process
called LRY". The advisor as a member of the Executive
Committee has special jobs and special talents just as
all the other Executive members do, but no job or tal-
- ent that places him on another level entirely from the .
rest of the committee. :

This is how I see the role of the advisor in LRY today.
I feel that we can both gain the greatest fulfillments
out of the LRY process if we treat each other as spe-
cial individuals, with individual rieeds, wants, and
feelings.

S

Unitarian Universalism has a philosophy of education

© that is both lofty and practical. That philosophy

- was stated best by William Ellery Channing when he
said that, "the greatest end is not to stamp our minds
upon the young, but to stir up their own. Not to
force an outward regularity, but to touch inward
springs." Such a concept of education produces our
ultimate goal: individuals who are truly free. That
concept is raped every day in the American, my exper-

~ences do not extend north to Canada, high school.
The high school which claims to develop free and re-

sponsible citizens; but how can it instill freedom
and responsibility in its students if it denies us
both? . - '

—— WAYNE ARNASON
President,
 5AM NeWT' Federation

In accordance with a decisjon by our Continental
Board of Trustees, Liberal Religious Youth Has estab-
Tished a Task Force on High School Education. This
group will direct its efforts to:

T. making a study of various student reform
movements 1n secondary school education; and
2.  making recommendations for action by LRY and-
the UUA at the individual and organizational
levels. o
In order to effectively fulfill our objectives, we
‘will needs the readers assistance and insight. We
~ would appreciate any information on attempts made at
- high school organization, successes and failures ex-
perienced, and overall effectiveness in correcting
the injustice or situations. We also would value any
- personal comments the reader might have on a particu-
lar situation in which he was involved; or high sch-
0ol reform in general.

Most sincerely, :
Lawrence R. Ladd, President
Liberal Religious Youth '

(Correspondence should be directed to: '
LRY Task Force on High School Education
25 Beacon Street : o
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

(The following are condensed news items from the
Boston Globe)

ATIANTIC CITY, N.J. - Student revolt in the nation's
high school has been a key topic of discussion here
since mewbers of the ZAmerican Assn.. of School Admin—
istrators (AASA) began arriving over the weekerd for
their mid-winter convention. :

Speaking at a meeting of the nation's education wri-
ters. B. Frank Brown ... traced the origin of current

- 'high school uprisings to a position paper ‘drawn up ‘in" .
- 1965 by a Los Angeles high school student. The paper,

titled "High School -Reform, " he said, was circulated
for a time in mimeograph form and published in 1967
by the Students for a Democratic Society (SDS).

The radical group, whose activities have been limited

- mostly to college campuses and lately to blue-collar

workers, publicly expressed interest in radicalizing
high school students ... Brown said the SDS position
paper informs students how to "take over a high school,™
and suggested serveral tactics including: '

1. Demonstrating contempt for student government.
2. Contacting the local American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) and determining the full extent
of student rights.

Starting an underground newspaper. '
Seeking support fram the Unitarian Church and
the American Federation of Teachers.

IS V]

The most visible signs of student activiem so far, Brown
said, is the growing numbers of high school urderground
newspapers. "I the underground newspaper is indeed a
prelude to more militant activity ... then the high
schools of our country had best Prepare for an excruc-
iating era." = _ o

Brown also charged that a recent publication by the aACIU,
- titled "Academic Freedom in Secondary Schools, will con-

tribute significantly to further dissent by high school
students, supplying them with new issues around which
to organize. The pamphlet he said, strikes down the
notion that teachers and principals serve in the place
of parents at school. '

Brown said much of the restlessness of students is an
outgrowth of "the mediocraty of much of what schools
do" -—- irrelavent cirriculum, lifeless teaching, and
lack of courses on black history and literature. . He
implied however, that while these are the broader is- ..
sues, many student protests may focus on the more
mundane -- smoking, dress codes or lack of toilet
paper. i o L
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WASHINGION, D.C. ~ The Supreme Court told public
School officials yesterday that they canriot prevent
Pupils from peacefully advocating at their schools,
causes which may be unpopular with' the officials.

The court held. that 7 to 2

The court held 7 to 2 that, unless officials can show
that the pupils remarks, demonstration of protest are .
hurting others or interferring with orderly classroom
procedure he is as free as an adult to speak up.

"In our system," wrote Justice Abe -Fortas for the major-
ity, "state-operated schools may not be enclaves of
totalitarianism. School officials do not possess ab-
solute authority over their students. . Students in
schools as well as cut of school are 'persons' under our

Constitution. They are possessed with fundemenatal : /
‘ rights which the state mist respect, just as they them~
. _ selves must respect -their cbligations to the stedtes.”

The decision undercut school officials in Des Moines
Ta., who had ruled three teenagers could not wear, black
arm-bands at school in protest of the Vietnam war.

Justices Hugo Black and John Marshall Harlan dissented.
Black, senior justice on the court, spoke out in angry
objection at yesterday's public session. Black, who
will be 83 Thursday, said the decision is the begining
of "a new revolutionary era of pemissiveness in this
country, fostered by the Judiciary.”

Negative Thinking; and the Power Thereof.

With all the arguing going on about social action, respon-  However, T am getting away from the point I was trying to
sibility and apathy, Ihave decided to strike a blow in favor Make, believe 1t or not, this thing has relevance.
of negative thinking. This article was inspired by The 3 . _
Power of Negative Thinking, a great 1ittle paperback. If Basically, negative thinkers refuse to lose their sense
. you see a copy anywhere, buy it! _ . : of humor. This is not as trivia]_as it may seem. It
‘ ' e i ;thfnkers“wohft-getaso-in—

The people of the worid (or,tat_1easfy¢hdsé;whdFafgﬁhi¢hﬂ;';3
and idle enough to afford philosophy) can be divided into

hel * e RIS the
two main catagories - the positive thinkers and ‘the nega- really ardent people Who start wars. . I think that any-
tive thinkers. Positive thinkers may be subdivided into one who would die for an ideal is a very dangerous per-
two further catagories - good and bad, determined by : - son. It means_that_hE_haS bgcome so caught up in his .
-whether you agree with them or not. Positive thinkers . ‘ 1deal that he can override his Instinct for self-preser- .
are the main doers in the world. They are the John D.. ~ vation. It indicates that he worships his ideal and re-
- Rockefellers, the Eleanor Roosevelts, and the Adolf Hit-  fuses to question it. While the positive thinkers-are .
lers. There are very few negative thinkers, so 1'1] use ' out discussing their differences (usually with guns ),
. the hippies as an example. Recently, it has become: com-~ negative thinkers may ?e foundleat1ng Bug]es apd ]1s?en-_
mon to refer to anyone as a hippie, from Anarchists to Tng to Tom Lehrer. This doesn't mean that he is against’
People Under the magic age of Thirty, so I'1] define'a  social action, but simply agraid of firearms. :

hippie as someone who sets up a seperate community in . . ) P : e
which to live for .the purpose of avoiding interaction with IT you think that all this means that negative thinkers

the rest of society. I do.not consider either extreme ad- gre.se1fish, you're absolutely right. I'regard the whole *
ot BTl B e o et B L S i e
premises of positive thinking, fe, that it is good and ' You can't }éve someone else unless.you 1ovg- ourself.
sometimes even necessary to be a success in measureable s a1y stupid te o ur ‘thy ‘ hy' o mok
terms, and that you should always strive to "get ahead". 1S rea] Y ; upid odg1xe e¥eryh_1n% ygurtﬁve_ 0 ma 3
ot il TS Sl TG o ol el T R RS e
. with your 1ife". This leads ohe to elieve that life is . : '

and enjoy his benefits or else everybody's efforts are
meaningless. But this doesn't mean that hedonism and
helping others are” opposed; just that you can't show
someone how to be happy if you don't know how yourself.
Clean up. your -own back yard, before you mess up someone
else's, -

hot for Tiving and enjoying; instead it is for accompiish-
ment in a material sense.

Personally I'm a confirmed hedonist. This doesn't neces-
sarily mean that I don't care for anyone but myself; I

am in favor of enjoyment for others as well as mysetf, and
I believe that my pursuit of pleasure shouldn't interfere
with others. 1 simply feel that my only purpose in being
alive is to like it, and the only purpose in helping peo-
ple is to increase their enjoyment. For this reason, I

am suspicious of people who give up their own lives for
the "selfless" help of humanity. If they 1ike doing it,
fine. But if they don't Tike it and still fee] "obli-
gated" to help other people,. they are defeating the pur-
pose of the whole thing. They are trying to help other
people have fun, when they themselves don't know how.
case in point is.the situation that deveToped in the South
Sea islands when the missionaries arrived. They (the mis-
sionaries) were there “to help people", and they fervently
believe that they were spreading love and happiness, when
in actuality they were forcing a masochistic reTigion down
the throats of the greatest hedoists that ever lived. And
may I point-out that in spite of their sinful culture, the
Polynesians had a working society before it was messed up.

I think I am begining to bog down; I getting quite re-
dundant. Before succumbing altogether, I'11 point out
that negative thinking has practical significance too.
Its application in everyday matters can keep a person,
especially a housewife, from going insane. What I'm
getting at is the way positive thinkers insist that you
should do things as soon as ijs possible, and never put
things off. If you don't feel like cleaning the bath-
A room now, then don't do it. Sooner or Tater the time
will come when you will feel 1ike doing it. In the mean-
time, practice yoga or something. The sooner people get
rid of the notion that idleness is sinfulness, the better.

Eat, Drink, and Be Merry, -for Tomorrow We Shall Die’

von George




RE s W ILMINGTON

Hoping our readership took the time to digest and con-
sider the article on the National Guard's presence in
Wilmington's black community in our last iBsue —— we now
take the opportunity to follow-up on the "Wilmington
situation”., A demomstration did take place in Rodney
Square, Wilmington, Delaware, protesting the Guard's oc-
cupation and corperate intervention :

cupation and corperate control of Wilminton. Drawing
from articles which appeared in the Wilmington Evewing
Journal, we offer a final synopis of events to supple~
ment the readers understanding of the "Wilmington situa-
tion". '

Evening Journal, Wilmington, Delaware...Jan. 20, 1969

"Earlier yesterday, four black elected officials endorsed
the demonstration. The four —— State Sen. Herman H. Hol-
loway Sr., County Councilman W. Alva Hollis, City Council-
man Wade U. Hampton, and City Councilman James H. Sills
Jr., all Wilmington Democrats -- issued a statement back~

" ing the protest.... :

"The statement issued by the four black officials said
that, 'for a mumber of years, constructive black thinkers
have been advocating that more white citizens address them-
selves in an organized and massive way to the issue of
white racism in our society. Recognizing the prolonged
silence of white groups to the entrenched racism in the.
Delaware community, we encourage and support any respon-
sible effort of confrontation and protest by white cit-
izens.' ‘ '

"The four said that,.'too long has the white Delaware
establishment sought to placate economically denied

black citizens with financial tokenism and demonstration
projects, rather than using their full influence and

power to effect meaningful change in crucial areas of
employment, housing, and education.'

'In spite of the possible risk connected with these forth-
coming demonstrations, we nevertheless feel they hold
some potential for initiating massive changes in racial
attitudes and could serve as a groundswell for the active
involvement .o0f large numbers-of white Delawareans in the
alleviation.of the acute social preblems.confronting . .
black citizens,' they said." . ...~ . - " ..

We FIEDDS

S0 many words have been shot around about LRY W.C. Fields
Fund Raising lately that every phrase becomes less and
less meaningful. So I'm not going to dream up any new

~arguments of my own for supporting W.C. Fields. People
have heard plenty about it all and have had plenty of
time to decide whether or not to commit themselves. So
I'm sort of just going to forget about all those people
who don't care and speak to those who have become con-
cerned about some of the things I have been hearing from
different LRYers lately.

A Tot of people have indicated that they do care verbal-
Ty, but say that they were not able to raise the money.

I guess I feel that many local groups could raise a lot
more money than they have, if they are as committed as
they say that they are. If some groups could write ex-
tensive reports on what exactly they did to raise mohey --
what was good or what went wrong -- we could share their
experience with other LRYers. ' : '

Evidence of the potential is shown in the 1ist beTow of
W.C. Fields money that has been sent into 25 Beacon.
I've heard that one Federation has over five locals
which raised at least $100 each. The Wilmington, Dela-
ware LRYers have raised over $400 this year already.
That is from one LRY group. If only others could learn
from their effort..
Chris Sewall - Treasurer LRY

Central Mass. Fed $ 7.57
Caribou, Maine 4.00
Wilmington, Del. 7.28
Niagara Frontier Fed 7.45
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Evening News, Wilmington Delaware...Jan. 24, 1969

"The Wilmington City Council last night commended the city
police for their handling of Tuesday's demonstration in
Rodney Square and then, as an afterthought, voted to also
camrend the demonstrators.... o

"The resolution cammending the police was introduced by
lst District Councilman Harry Stat, and the afterthought
congradulations to the White Coalition and other groups

~ involved in the demenstration was an amendment offered

by Councilman-at-large James H. Sills Jr.

. "In introducing his amendment, Sills said that the dem—

onstration 'vividly reminded Wilmingtor of same deeply
wnresolved community and racial problems...in spite of

a protective and hostile local press which grossly ne-
glected ~— through narrow-minded, nonobjective editorials
the many positive factors inherent in the demonstration. '
"BEchoing the demonstrators' chants against Du Pont Co. '
control of Wilmington, Sills said the 'industrial sectors
of this.city have demonstrated only token interest in the
social problems which' they helped create.'

"He continued, 'white suburbanities perpetuate racism with
their gross lack of concern for involvement in urban prob-
lems -- which they helped to create.'"

Nameless Newsprint has recieved but one letter chastizing
us for the "Concern Wilmington™ article. This letter came
Ffrom a piqued Wilmington LRYer who felt Continental LRY
was playing a rather heavy hand in local group affairs.

. The letter was followed up and a very gratifying under-

standing was reached -- igsue resolved.

Undoubtably the most astounding part of the entive affair
was the W.C. Fields check recieved from the Wilmington
local. The highlight for their Feb. 16th service same

when LRY asked the congregation if they cared about youth
involvement as . an integrated part of the direction-setting
brocess of our religious movement. The answer from the
adults was affirmative. The check of $570.00 from the
Wilmington chureh is certainly a most vivid iliuetration
of a faith setting precedent. It is an example of the
stranige troniciem in people; a critical news article in
the Nameless, .a. reaction which involved a personal search
for self-honesty and value inspection -- not defensive- -
ness and counter indictments, and
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- Milford, N.H. . 11,00
- 8. Middlesex Fed 10,00
Jamesville, N.Y. 10,00
Chanming Club (Clvind.) 10.30
Worcester, Mass. 18,85
San Jose, Cal. 12.81
Waterville, e, 17.00
Wausaw, Wis. 18,00
Lowell, Mass. 25.00
Sioux City, Io. 25.42
Wellesley, Mass. 26.61
Pittsfield, Me. 26.82
Arlington, Mase. 28.40
. BAM Fed 30.00
Framingham, Mass. 80,00
unknown??? ' 30.358
Roanoke, Va. 31,46
Medfield, Mass. 35.00
Sacramento, Cal. 35.00
Detroit, Mich. 36.06
Omaha, Neb. 87.35
Elkhart, In. 40,00
GO0 Fed 40,30
Migmi. FL. 48,00
Bryn Mawr, Pa. 50.00
Raleigh, N.C. 50.00
Palo Alto, Cal. 88.00
Westbrook, He. 66,55
Paramus, N.dJ. 100.00
Philly, Chrch. Ret.. 100.00
Atlanta, Ga. 100.00

Cleveland (Shkr. Hts.) 150.00

< iter in : a response of faith .
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sometimes when quiet in touch . ?ge
when f 1 ow i p g' C |

when the éhergy moves from my crotch " to-my eyes

. when brthhfng is deep and totally full
i look - for my soul and listen for her voice

speak to me sou[ 'of our Tife together where we have been

and where we might venture

the sound that i hear is the roar of the ocean

my soul comes ‘to me as a wave of the sea
" rolling flowing breaking the surface churninj

bursting its essence

below

for most of its 1ife my wave which is me travels the ocean in search
of a shore a reef an island a beach or cliff

a 5Urface to strike land te drench

a chance to o pen and spill my power my center
my sound and my beauty
these chances are rare a few in a lifetime

savor them remember them ~build them inside

fixate the place '

was it sand or hard granite
time of day moonlight or sun

and now my brother be ready for-envy-fa

is the metaphor ¢
picture my lot - my great gdod fortune i am neariﬁg'the bééch
frothy Qith énticigation borne by the storm surgiﬁg with power-
the energy mountg builds on jtself | -

on toward a crevice triangular rock hard granite
i stand to my height rolling more fiercely my chest starts to froth

-

i brace for the shock

and Jjust at crashtime my shoulder is nudg e d

by another
a wave of equal strength  beauty power and myste?y_ 
we crash " together spray in the air ”
we are fused droplet for droplet
water ascending then

spilling
Back
d o w n

drowning:our'rock then

back to the ocean together .

for ever ~scrambled

never divisable

. again
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To our readers:

In introducing this section of the Nameless I might
- ealmly record a rather impressive list of adult and youth
leaders in our denomination, and offer that this section
consists merely of exchanged letters and provoked res-
ponces. But heeding the warning signal twitching in my
ears tells me that many LRYers would be completely turmed
off by this gathering of letters and brief essays. I do
admit that, in the eyes of certain people this article
would definitely reinforce their notion of the "Continen-
tal Elite", spilling their wise sayings and platitudes
dowm to the "common" people.- And as your eyes can well
see, the article has beewn get forth. But please, before
giving the material a brief seanning and shaking your
head in disappointment, hear my plea.

Perhaps the most difficult stages of life in the
LRY contirumn are the entering and leaving. Both are
moments of ewtreme frustration and questioning.. The
so-called "Continental Elite", or I imagine any feder-
ation leader, has spent a year adjusting to the role
of leadership -- feeling its advantages as well as its
disadvantages (especially in terme of freedom). His
experiences have dictated a very different attitude
toward LRY from his experiences as ite '"leader", and
often his heart is longing for those truly beautiful
moments which filled his soul in the past.while his
head is getting into the reality of the dog-eat-dog
world. His position in LRY ig very sctrained indeed,
almost like a miniature advisor who really can't get
into watehing couples petting because his interests and
quest for experience go far beyond that now. A develop-
ing personal maturity seeks to address adults as eguals,
and i1f adults don't notice them -~ the fyry of paseion-
nate youth gets put to them (ie especially, in situations
where the youth can claim a common interest). So there
enters a very conesienc
- enters into the relationship of the "Cont%nental Elite"
and LRY @ very noticeable. distance ~- which seperates the
LRY leader, who ie doing the .confrontsthe. adults or so=
_ctety thing, and the typical middle-adolescent LR

Coneludingy-even though: these two experiences are _
very much opart they ave tremendously complimentary. The
LRY "old guard” wants to comfront adults and does so
Fighting under the valid guise of LRY. After all, any
headway he does make in correcting situations which
counter the nature of youth, eventually benefits all of
LRY. The middle-adolescent LEYer keepe reminding the
"old guard" of the "LRY feeling” and expects the leader
to maintain it. With 'a 1ittle help from his friends’,
the leader does hold on to that feeling -- 1t diminishes
substantually as confrontation with reality becomes even
more bitter, and he realizes that this game is for keeps.
After many years of street fighting, book cracking, and
degree granting he returns with wife and children to the
good ole Unitavian Universalist Church (which by this
time has probably incorperated the Quaker and the Ethi-
eal Culturist religions, along with another name change.)
and feels a bit guilty on Sunday morming, about making
bombs on Monday mornings. As long as I am going to write

about the cyele of youth to adult, I might as well get in
all the adult confronting possible while I am still a dis-
infranchised youth.

Honestly, this whole thing did start out to be a
rather serious attempt at Justzfyzng the following let-

QNS

ters. Judge for yourself..

- and more sustained sense of community.

. many) ;

cism in favor of .a new orthodoxy.
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Ladd:

.Dear Mr.
I want first of all to tell you that | -- like many
others. Unitarian Universalists -- appreciate the con-

cern of LRYers to strengthen the UUA and to do their
part in heiping it through these difficult days. Even
more, | am encouraged by your strong commitment to the
liberal church and your eagerness to find in it a deeper
It is because

I share this commitment and-this eagerness that | write
you now. i :

What concerns me is the seemingly uncritical enthusiasm

you display for last year's General Assembly in Cleve-

land. Personally | experienced it as a breach of com-
munity rather than an expression of it. | do not ask
you to agree with my response (which was shared by
but I' wonder at your failure to recognize that
it exists and your apparent lack of concern at the
breaches in our ranks resulting from Cleveland. You
speak, for example, of the Assembly's action on draft
resistance; but what of the Unitarian Universalist
young men who volunteer for military service? Their
conscientious actions deserve our honor as much as
those young Unitarian Universalists who choose prison
rather than violate their fundamental convictions. You
speak of black empowerment; but what of those black
Unitarian Universaldsts (and there are many) who saw
our Cleveland action as trampling on their right to
reject what they regard as the separatist approach of
the Black Caucus?

i where are the dissenters i
_Surely not. a]l members. of these

’r;jgroups share ‘the same opinions on ‘the iTmportant matters
that came beéfore the Assemb]y (at least they do not '

here in Mad|son Wlscon5|n)

Do not misunderstand me. I am not arguing for a par-
ticular position on any of these issues. Rather, |

am suggesting that the uniqueness of our understandtng
of religious community rests upon our ability to accept,
to- honor, and indeed to utilize our differences. It

was this basic conception of religious community that
seemed to me to be called in question by the manner (not
the specific conclusions) of our deliberations at Cleve-
land. Community is not built by tactics of confronta-
tion; it rests rather on that mutual reSpect and fore-
bearance which are the prerequ|5|tes of genU|ne commu-
nication,

The moment we equate.religious Itberallsm with any
specific program, however persuasive it may appear, at
that moment we have abandoned the true genius of liberal-
The real challenge to
the liberalism of LRY, for example, is what happens to
the dissenter in your ranks -- the young man who believes
our involvement in Vietnam is honorable and just, the

black who rejects the Black Caucus, the student who

wants none of the politics of confrontation as practiced
by Students for a Demoratic Society (SDS). . Po you
really welcome dissent or not? Do you see it as a threat,
as-a form of heresyy Or do you welcome it as a poten- '
tial source of new wisdom? This is the same challenge
that every one of our local societies must meet; it is
the same which now threatens the UUA itself.

Personally, | have confidence in the true 1iberalism of
our people, old and young and middle-aged alike. ' We
will, | feel sure, prove adequate to these difficult
tlmes resisting the temptation to establish a new orth-

'odoxy and confirming our allegiarice to an open and ac-

cepting religious community.
Good luck with W.C. Fields.

Yours sincerely,
Max D. Gaebler



Dear Dr. Gaebler:

I greatly appreciate it when leaders in our denomina-

~tion take the time to communicate as thoroughly as you
have. ' :

I share with you the strong conviction that it is vital
to our Tiberal movement to maintain our classic plural-
ism. (This conviction has brought me into disagreement
with many in our radical wing, including two president-
ial candidates.) It is my opinion that most of the LRY
leadership also cherishes our "unity in diversity" doc-
trine. The unwillingness of the LRY Continental Confer-
ence to pass Resolutions of Public Concern is an ex-
ample of those beliefs in action (or in extreme.)

‘But I do believe that it Is my responsibility as LRY - :
- President to speak for  youth when an over whelming = -
© - majority concur on a denominational “issue. At its
. meeting in August, the LRY Board of Trustees expressed
its near unanimous approval of the results of Cleveland.
The following resoTutions were . passed on the Black Unj-
- tarian-Universalist Caucus/Black Affairs Council.issue .
(for instance): R IR Co -
Whereas the LRY Board of Trustees of Liberal Relig--
ous Youth applauds the’ formation and suceesses to
date of the Black Caucus and. the Black Affairs Coun-
eil; R - L o
. Therefore be it resolved that the Social Responsi-
_bility Committee of Continental LEY qsk BAC what
LRY and individual -LEYers might do to -aseist. .
’ - (PASSED UNANIMOUSLY) S
Be it further rvesolved that the Board of Trustees
of LRY supports young blacks seeking full partici—
pation in local black caucuses. -
. . (PASSED) .- . -
When T speak on this issue (General Assembly) I am
speaking both for myself and the majority of informed
LRYes, but I am not speaking for all. To me pTuralism
does not mean we should not asset our collecti e opin--

ton. If we waited for unanimity. on every issue.

tle would ever be said." When any organization in our
‘movement (inciuding LRY and the UUA) does reach an- = - .
agreement, it should so proclaim. We should-not for--
get however, that such agreements are always open to
further challenge and questioning.

I do not believe that minority positions are easily
held in LRY because of a peer group tyranny that I
~abhor. I cherish our inclusiveness and I do welcome

and encourage dissent. We need more dialogue (and
less shouting)} on all of the great issues confronting
our free religious fellowship.

If you personally know of committed LRYers who share
your views on the Cleveland General Assembly, please
ask them to contact me. 1 would welcome the oppor-
tunity to correspond with them.

Most sincerely,
Larry Ladd

P.S. The most recent issue of LRY's newspaper, Name-
less Newsprint, has given rather extensive coverage to
the recent Wilmington incident and the role that FULL-
BAC played in it. The paper would welcome, I am sure,
similar reports of what BAWA (Black And White Action)
1s doing on this critical issue of black-white rela-
tions.

. point so valuable, 5
~which our experiences cause us. to shun. But we do strug-

S who y
‘scorn- for men in the armed servic

~mean that he has closed off the right of some blacks,
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Dear Dr. Gaebler,

This note is prompted by your letter to Larry Ladd,
concerning the LRY "uncritical enthusiam" displayed
at the Cleveland General Assembly. Larry has asked
me to respond to your thoughts and put forth my con-
cerns for the issues i1luminated in your letter.
Before undertaking that task however, I must apoli-
gize for the Tateness of this reply. 1 also thank
you for voicing a real and alive personal concern
for LRY." I wish only that more adults would offer
us their criticisms and concerns -- to contribute

to our own maturing sense of individual development.

The situation of adolescence provides a unique and
valuable perspective of life, through its comments

- on both youth and aduTthu1tUre.,fCertaTnIy unique --
- for no other age range‘is so fuTly engaged in the
struggle of coming to terms with personal values

(moral, social, and ethical). The incompleteness of

the maturation process in intellectual, emotional, and

ethical attitudes is exactly what makes the youth view-
' We are not yet tainted by adulthood,

gle with our own moral scrupples on a lesser degree than

"] experienced in adulthood, not having the pressures of _
. family and job. Thus,,we,aré'free‘agents who assume a
© more agressive approach- to situations which enrage our

developing social consciousness. S0, when each indiv~
Tdual youth .expresses an apinion on draft resistance,

5~;;the.Vietnam-war,Tor_b?ack self-determination, he attempt-
“ting to communicate the honesty of his newly formulating

. convictions. - :

If & youth vocalizes his belief:that the Vietnam war is
immoral, and advocates open resistance to the Selective
Service System -- he is really not criticizing the Uni--
tarian Universalist who is in_the armed services or even
died in Vietnam.. It Seems”md?e"liké?h'”is-saying,bring
L . : tupid.war <= kil1inq -

boy stopping. thi i

thatopinion flourishes in LRY. However, scorn may very"
well be expressed for what some youth might ‘see-as an -
oppressive draft system which forces the poor, blacks, -
Tower class citizens,(in terms of financial opportunity).
and underpriviledged to fight what are essentially mid-
dle class wars. a o

If én LRYer at General Assembly -supports the concépt
of black self-determination does this necessairily

who would prefer not to join the Black Caucus, not to
participate. I really don’t remember, and my memory
may not serve me well, any advocate of the dreams of
black empowerment saying that, "ours is the only way."
I would think that a denial to those blacks who, in
honesty with their own convictions said black-and

white must seperate if we are to be granted any respect
with our black brothers whereupon we can begin to work
out the problems which so intimately affect a man with
a black skin, would hardly be in the best interests to
the diversity of our movement. If 1T were a black man
caught in the black middle class, that is between my
own race which was Targely lower class and middle class
white America and its culture, I would hope that my
allegiance would be to my race, rather than in hopes of
assimilating myself into white culture and being burdened

contact prints by Tom Rothschild
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o

by an inferiority complex brought to bear by the racism Dear Mr. Ladd:

in white America and the reality of my being black. Un- _

ti1 I could be sure of the true equality of my race in - Thank you for ‘sharing with me the essay which you have
white America, I would remain very unbelieving of any written for publication in the LRY Newspaper.

person who professed to be "colorblinded", and actually : ' ,
think of him as Tiving in an 11Tusionary world. We | share your view that if our denomination is to have a
might very well be equal at a church coffee hour (per- future it must prepare for it with our young people in-
haps), but to what extent would his sense of equality stead of seeking to tell them where we are going.
extend if his knowledge of black history was 1imited - : ;

to Booker T. Washington and his peanuts, and his effort I' can understand much of the feeling of alienation

to understand and eradicate racism tacking the books of young people have but | hope instead of boyeotting the
Frazier, Fanon, du Bois, and Malcom X? To what extent church they will participate vigorously in its activi-
would that sense of equality flourish if he investigated  ties and compel it to become relevant. Thank you for
the hiring practices of his own company, explored the your views. ' : :

textbook of his son's American History class in search
significant mention of the contributions of black men _ o
and women, or sought the figures of black casualties in. Sincerely yours,

Vietnam. Due to his own ignorance, he might be contrib-

uting to the black man's frustration with white America, I Wade H. McCree, Jr.

and thus, the noving toward two nations in the United Circuit Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals
- States -- seperate and unequal. ' Member, UUA Executive Commi ttee

’ . ' [

I would offer that it is irdeed valuable "to accept, to

honor, and to utilize our -differences. I would also
assert the values of “"community", when we canh afford
ourselves that Tuxury. If our ‘community" can be estab-
lished through our honest thought and action in accord
with our religious convictions, then our "communi ty"
will not have been constructed in a vaccumn.

In hopes that someday we might.tru]y be free....

~ Gregory Sweigert
. Dear Larry:

Many thanks for your letter. | like your reference to
the more important direct communication between the LRY
and the UUA. Let me say that | do commend your essay
begining with the quote from the, LRY Hymn.  Of course,.
I appreciate your emphasis upon the ''seeking''. But I
also rejoice in such a statement as, 'Liberal religion
has touched us deeply in” the past, and we hope that it
will continue to be of value throughout our lives.'

b But thi
:Part of theichi

‘behind. This is because the church is & human instit=
ution -- it can be nothing else -- and for some of the
people, religion is a real adventure of the spirit; but
for others it is just preserving the ritual and the trad-
itions of old. | think it can both preserve the best

and pioneer for the new. Don't be ""disillusioned" anc
don't "go elsewhere to meet your need for personal shar-
ing and commitment." The denomination needs you and

the future of a great free faith needs you, whatever |-
can prove denominational machinery may be.

‘photo by Debbie Meﬁdéigo

Very sincerely yours,

Dana McLean Greeley

L

Yes Larry Ladd, adults were Iistening to your
article on youth involvement in issye number 4 of the

Yomeless. Your thoughts tuymed up responses from: g

o two UUA Presidentiql candidates, q theological school
. professor, and a District Executive. Not bad, not gt
~all - W.C, Fields.




Dear Larry:

Thanks for your letter and the draft of your article for
the next issue of the LRY newspaper.

A good piece all in all but | have a suggestion. See
top paragraph on page two beginning, ''The church is not
a community. . . .'"" Whether or not your observations
are valid, you close off the conversation with your
list of absolute conclusions. It is my conviction that
you have 1) a group of adults more than ready to re-
spond to your restlessness, and 2) another group rela-
tively satisfied with the way churches are operating
but who might well respond eagerly to questions that in-
vite them to examine the vitality of their church life.-
And so | recommend that you replace said paragraph with
another. Either rephrase what presently stand as in-
dictments into the form of guestions, or validate your
charges so that people simply must see that you are
right.

If you choose the first course, observe that many LRYers
do not feel particularly moved by most formal Sunday-
at-eTeven-church-services and then report that a num-
ber of questions attend this restlessness. Then ask
your adult readers to respond. This approach is
stronger than the gross indictment approach as it
leaves it to those who attend church services. It al-
so leaves them with the challenge to enter into an ex-
change with restiess LRYers. |If you do follow this
course, be damn sure that LRYers will stand ready to
engage creatively with adults in regard to this matter.

If you choose the second course, and this is the re-
volutionary approach, all well and good, but do sc in
such a way that the alternative you offer in the place
of the old speaks clearly to adults across the age
spectrum. You have to capturé their imaginations by
emphatically capturing a sense of their reed for a vi-
tal worship experience and offering an alternative
style and substance that will win their backing. This,
| believe, would be the most difficult if most creative
course. '

The best of all possEb1e”appfaééﬁés”ﬁ&ﬁfﬁ*ﬁé”auédeTﬁﬁ“3“f“”;““”

ation of both courses. Good luck.
Your humble constituent,

Peter A. BaldW|n
Professor, Meadville Theological School

5 WRY:

The decision to be a candidate for the presidency of the
Unitarian Universalist Association was not so much rea=’
ched as it was stumbled into and it is with mixed feel-
ings that | return -- albeit possibly, very_temporari]y
-~ to the dimly lit world of organlzed retigion. .
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My views concerning the negative role of the church in

_our society have not changed since my resignation last

October as director of Boston's Arlington Streéet Church.
As long as the Establishment which controls our busi-
nesses, our politics, our universities, also- controls
our religious denominatlions, the churches will remain
inimical to the development of programs which can ef-
fectively help rid our society from its various insan-
ities. '

As long as the professional religionists are more con-
cerned with the safety and comfort of their owr careers
than with the meaning of their call to the ministry,
religion's major role will be that of sanctification of
a moribund status quo.

Peter Hankin

As long as the laity of our religious denominations is
willing to play the colliective role of passive flock and
views religion as-a mere extension of its private inter-
ests and comfort, the churches will give but token and
meaningless interest to the problems of hunger, racism,
personal freedoms ard to the ongoing rape of i1ife in
Vietnam.

And unless organized religion in America undergoes a
radical transformation, it will find it did not long
survive the alienation of an entire generation of young
people who are allying courage and commitment to their

‘ideals

As my views have not changed, the new element in the
balance in the growing number of individuals -- laity
and ministry =- from various denominations and specif-
ically from Unitarian Universalist churches who are
expreSS|ng 5|m|]ar VIeWS who wish their church to be

pects of society.
ticipate in the current revolutionary process &s a con-
tributing force allied to the radical movement and view
this year's denominational election as an opportunity
to kick the Establishment monkey off their back and
begin the transformation of their churches.

They want’ thelr denomlnatlon to par-

Of particular concern to these Unitarian Universalists
is the philosophy of the half-dozen ministers-who are
vying for the post of president and who are viewed by
many including myself as representing a continuation of
liberal indolence-and lip-service.

| am therefore a participant in the election less out

of any great desire to play president of anything than

as one. focus for the many Unitarian Universalists --
particularly the young -~ who want new radical 1eader~
ship for their denom!natlon

| have requested however, .that the only way my name
be placed in nomination is from the floor of the Gen-
eral Assembly which will require an amendment to the
by-laws of the organization rather than through - the
current nominating process which requlres the tacit
approval of the Establishment and is, in effect, a
¢closed shop protecting the la;ty from stself

The dominant reason for my reinvolvement is that,
however encrusted with their sins, the religious de-
nominations still are capable of a crucial potential
role at this time of crisis. The days availiable to
live up to that potential, however, are coming to a
very few.

The militant young whites and blacks who make up the .
radical movement are winning their battles against the
oppression of our system. Together, they are creating
a Pauline third race, they form a new consciousness
which is the one best hope for a saner order. It is
probable, however, before the revolution is won, the

_'_system they.are fighting will grew more repressive
‘_and vtolent agalnst those who challenge it.



firmly committed to and per-
ticipants in the revolution, would not only act as a

Religious denominations,

check to this probable increase of institutional vio-
lence, but would be able to help insure that the means
of revolution remain as life-giving as are its goals.

the denomination must be
and must be respected by

To accomplish that potential,
taken seriously by the system ,

the radical movement. Up to now, they have not the
former nor do they deserve the latter,

A radical Unitarian Universalism deserving of that re-
spect would join action to its ongoing dialogue concern-
ing the nation's cancers.

On Vietnam and militarism, a radical Unitarian Univer-
salist would continue to attempt to convince all who
wish to listen that we ought to get out of that country
now, but it would alse actively support, participate in,
sponsor as well as fund militant and anti-war efforts;
it would end its participation in the U.S5.A.1.D. wo rk

in Vietnam, would replace its quota of chaplins on mil-
itary bases with resistance organizers, and would har-
bor and protect Young men who will not participate in
the war effort. T

On white racism, a radical Unitarian Universalism would
continue jts dialogue but also actively support, help
fund, and make its facilities availiable to militant
black orgainzations such as the Panthers; it would de-
velop programs to fight white racism, expand the roje
and funding of its new black caucus, and expel or en-
courage the take-over of the racist Unitarian Universa-
list churches which discourage black membership or gl-
low but token black participation in its affairs..

A radicaT:UnFtariap'UnQVéﬁSaIfsm wouLd;dIa1bgue-with
the business interests but would also use its consumer.
power and its 21.millionwinvendowmentsféé'évab]fé.ham-

‘mer .against. companies represented in jts current port-
folio which have their share of responsibility for apart-
held in South Africa and for U.S, imperialism in South

- America, for much of the racism in the country, and for
the pollution of our enviroment,

- On individual freedoms, a radicai Unitarian
would talk about the oppresive interference
matters of personal conscience
contro],abortion,sexual,mores,censorship as well as the
smoking of marijuana but it would also act when neces-
Sary to disperse bjrth contro! and abortion information;
it would defend those who are victums of the laws on
censorship or sexual mores and, in view of the current
inane and inhuman punishment given for the possession or
smoking of marijuana, it would incorperate the drug into
its worship and use its guaranteed freedom-of religion

in an attempt to protect those who are victumized by the
law. :

Universalism
of laws in

A radical Unitarian Universalism would not subjugate
~and channel its seminarians into mere protectors of the
funds and keepers of the-opiates, but would support and
encourage the fyl] development of their prophetic cail,
would end the discriminatfon of women in the ministry,
would establish ene-year ministerial fellowship to be
offered to men of other disciplines who would be willing
to minister to our churches, and it would emphasize the
concept of ministry of everyman. '

the development
its churches' doos
virtually twenty-four hours 3 day, and, following an
unfortunately transitory but successful pattern set at
the Arlington Street Church, its churches would become
archways within the communities they serve, inviting
all to' participate in their activities, and affording
all the forgotten joy of community,

e

To those who would raise the specter of chaos, [ would
only remind them of their own heritage, of a Christ who
did not merely dialogue with the money changers!_of
Theodore Parker who did not merely dialogue with a
courthouse'persecuting runaway slaves, or for that
matter, I would remind them of a Martin Luther King

who did not merely dialogue with a racist bus company.

by Tom Rofhachild‘

To those who would maintain that the role of the ministry

is but to burp the faithful on” Sundays and not invade
the secular realm, | would only respond that we already
have a surfeit of ministers who are all too simitar to
those transparent anatomy ‘toys with the exaggerated
heart and. all the organs in place except two: _brains
and balls.
» .
these are what my views on what religion
should be. It is the only kind { care to participate
in for at its core is the concept of man's rebellion
against forces which would demean or destroy him. And
it is only in his incessant ‘rebellion against these
forces that he can find his transcendent meaning.

In any case,

VICTOR JYOKEL is 2 writer and
lecturer. Executive Director of Arlington
Street Church for over four years, he
now serves the New England Resistance
as an organizer. For three years he was
the editor of the denominational maga-
zine, Challenge. He is one of the
founders of the OM Theater Company
and the Damaged Angel Coffee House. A
graduate of Harvard, he has studied also
at Iowa State University and is now
completing his work as a doctoral candi-
date in English at Harvard,

The REV. DEAN STARR has led
parishes in Providence, Acton, and
Harvard, Massachusetts, Presently serving
as a vice president for field services of
the Unitatian Universalist Association,
he also served as the fizst district execu-
ive of the Central Midwest District and
as director for Ministerial Recruitment
of the UUA. He holds a degree from
Wayne State University, and has studied |
at the University of Michigan and the
Garrett Theological Seminary (Ji1.).

To grow into ful],free,secure3affirmative'persons,
children need to be given room to choose.
let them choose what they wear,
groups to join. As parents, as church schooi staff, we
are openers of possibilities. We invite ‘our children

to join us in the beloved community, May we respect
their freedom and trust their wisdom, and thus bespeak
the best answer | kpow to the oft-asked question:

What do Unitarians believe jn? Why we believe in YoU!

aur

So please
when to come, and what

Happily yours, -

Mrs. Arnold C. Fields, DRE

First Parish in Concord, Mass
(From a letter to parents about the children in their

churchschool)

Larry (Ladd),

my friend éhd'chaITenger:

photos from respond .
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Your paper dated November 18, 1968, has .been read many. = - You young people, atong with many of the beautiful
times. My first response was a typical one, I'm afraid, Blacks who have tossed in their lot with.ours, are
It was an effort to find the flaws rather than to apprec- teaching us once again that to be human is not only to
iate the virtues. Each time | have read the paper, | be a thinking reed, but also a feeling being. 1 am
have found the virtues to be more outstanding than the ~ personally indebted to all of you, because the one thing
flaws to be more picayune. Someday | might comment at - 1 have missed has been the-opportunity to express my
length on both aspects. The purpose of this letter is feelings. | want to be ciear at this point. It is not
to tell you why | like to emphasis of LRY as you des- ‘ the need to feel emotion that | have missed, for | have
cribe it. ' : : ' felt it many times. It is the atmosphere that makes
: - the expression of emotion acceptable that has been
My early enviroment was anything but emotionally ster= lacking. You are changing that atmosphere and | am
ile. Both within the family and the church which | grateful. : -
was reared, the expression of emotion was considered g o '
mark of vitality. | won't get maudlin about my home, Don't ‘leave us, buddy. We need you very badly, as your
although that enviroment was very inportant, but you may statement made ciear., We are realistic enough to know
be interested in the church enviroment. that you also need us. Where else can you "help chart
the future'' without compromising the intellectual 1ight
In the church in which | was reared almost everyone that is in you? We have never demanded that compromise
participated in every public service and all of the of anyone, and now you are teaching us that we can be
time. |t wasn't just a matter of singing lustily. true to that light, each in his own way, and express
It was also a matter of commenting audibly during the joyflul and tearful celebration of life as well. ~May
readings, the prayers, and especially the sermon. |If you prove to be a skillful teacher indeed.
people approved of what was said they shouted Amen, '
Halleluljah, Praise the Lord, Preach it brother, and Cheers, courage, and confidence,
That's the Truth. |If no one responded thus, the speaker- ' :
_ thought himself to be a failure. We weren't exactly
i holy rollers, but we believed in personal religion and - Deane Starr )
i in complete involvement in the religious .l1ife of the '
church. ’

From my early childhood | wanted to be a minister in

this church. | started 'preaching'' when | was about.
fourteen, and there was no generation gap. People lis-
tened, urging me on with verbal approval. When sinners
were saved as a result of my preaching, we weren't sub-
concious about hugging and kissing one another while
"Praising the Lord.'" We just avoided having mass orgies,
and of course the clandestine meetings after divine '
services were not without sexual fulfillment.

A strange thing happened to me on the way to that min-
istry. 1| studied a lot of philosophy and discovered
that | didn't believe the things | had been preaching
for a long time. Finally | left the church.and for a
‘time | was without spiritual idenity. . L

photo by Sweigert

Eventually | wandered into a Unitarian Universalist

church in New Haven, Connecticut. It sounds sentimen- -
tal, but | will never forget that first Sunday. It " | am very much interested in your effort to build.a
seemed to me that all of my Tife | had been breathing strong youth movement in the Uritarian Universalist
stale relligious air. Now | was in an enviroment was ‘ ~ Association.. You must feel frustrated by the stand-
fresh and exhilarating, where the beauty and glory and offish attitude that many adults adopt towards LRY. _
tragedy of this great big wonderful worid were all On the other hand, | suppose many adults feel frus- - ‘ .
@ accepted. Formerly my religion had been founded in - trated, if not actually frightened, by what seems to
| itlusion; now | was invited to be religious in an them an LRY tendency to reject all adult opinion and
atmosphere of honesty. | was out of the stuffy, if " advice out of hand. It seems to me that this is the
comforting room. |'was in a place where all the windows crux of the problem and that it results from the gen-
of heaven and earth were open, where no question was erally authoritarian structure of family and school 7
blasphemous and no ‘answer sacrosant. | was free! life. The general model is for the youth to be coer=- =
. S ced by various sanctions, social and physical, to
This experience was ten years ago, Larry. We weren't follow the course of action imposed by adults.

dead then, at least | did not find us dead, and | don't
really think we have been dead in the interim. We were
not then "an institution of darkness.' Only the light
that thrilled me was the light of freedom, the quest for
truth, the openness to question. ' It was a light for the
mind. - : o

This model is being changed very slowly indeed; to
judge by the ferment in institutions of highter educ-
ation in both our countries, far too slowly for young
people involved. :

Frankly, | am disturbed by what | hear of the exper-
imentation being undertaken by LRY in the district;
but | get it at second or third hand; but | am even
more disturbed by the tendency of even some of our -

Obviously this 1ight has not been enough. It has not -
been enough for LRYers and it is not enough for me. |
never want to return to the air-tight, emotion packed

room in which | was raised, but often | have longed to Board members to speak of LRY as a sort of separate -

hear my Unitarian Universalist col!eégues really sing! . and not quite respectable organization and of ‘dubious”
Often | have taken the hand of a minister when 1 wanted - o : T &

Ler _ importance to the movement as-‘a whole.
to hug him because he had spoken the living word. | have o o
been restrainwed by the dignified atmosphere. Often |
have wanted to cry without self-consciousness when |
have seen another hurt, or have hurt another, or have
. been moved by a plea for understanding. But | have re-
- strained myself because we Unitarian Universalists don't
lose our cool. : ‘

| certainly think there is a need for a constructive
and productive dialogue between the adult and youth
members; but | do not believe it is going to be
achieved by ''the pot calling the kettle btack', which
seems to be about the level of our present dialogue.
How do we get above it?

Only occasionally we.do. The closest | ever expect to | hope your university work is going well, and that you
come to a real camp-meeting experience in our circles are finding the program stimulating. The very best
was in Cleveland when Dana said, ''Dana really does love wishes,

Hayward,'" and thirty LRYers came roaring to their feet.

We really do have something to cheer about, we really Sincerely,

do have something that stirs the heart, and It does ' B

this without ignoring or insulting ‘the mind. : ~ Harold Panabaker

Executive Secretary; Western Canada Unitarian District




~If's your move, mr. president

You have been in office only a few days and you are still
working to define your powers and responsibilities. And you are
also trying to recover from the recent General Assembly, which
has been a draining emotional and physical experience. Many of
the consequences of that Assembly trouble you deeply, but none
of them more than the “youth crisis” which emeiged on the floor
of the meetings. )

Never before had there been so many young people involved
in the deliberations of the Association. They had come determined
to make it their Assembly and to confront the adult community
on such controversial issues as drugs, the draft, sex and racisn.
This confrontation ranged from vigorous floor fights that lasted
through the early morning hours to angry verbal battles in the
elevators of the Statler Hilton, '

The older delegates tired of confrontation politics by the
middle of the week and resorted to parliamentary maneuverings
that shut off debate and overwhelmed the “Youth Front” on
every critical issue. U-U youth, charging that the General Assembly
Was unrepresentative and undemocratic, left the meetings promis-
ing to carry their campaign to the “grass roots.”

You discovered the day after you entered “25” that the pre-
vious administration had already tangled with the early. stages of

‘the youth revolt. The issue in this instance was over access by
young people to the building and the LRY offices.

After a number of complaints from older staff members that
LRYers were turning “25” into a club house, the locks to the
doors had been changed, keys taken away from the youth and
issued only to'executives and maintenance staff. LRYers were not
permitted to be in the building unless there was a “responsible
person” in charge. The youth pointed out that this worked a
hardship on students whose hours could not possibly conform to
the adult business routine of nine to five. They charged the pre-
vious administration with a lack of faith and trust in the judgment
of U-U youth.

You have been asked by the LRY Executive Committee to
reverse the ruling, but you have been preoccupied with staff and
budget problems, so you have not yet responded. On this particu-
lar morning you are running over the youth problem in your
mind. As you climb Beacon Hill to your office you promise your-
self to give it full attention today,

The promise is unnecessary, for as you reach “25" you find
-that the door has been padlocked from within and from the flag.

staff that rests on your office windowsill there hangs a banner that -

. proclaims “The Liberated UUA" The youth-have taken over the
. building, switc hboard _an’d_éll_,:_and__their-d_eman_ds are posted on the
“door. " They . call for unrestricted access to "Continerital head-

quarfers, the- allocation of space ‘on the ‘first floor “for LRY

meetings to be open 24 hours a day and,. finally, the appointiment:

Affajrs. . o
You are standing at the door with the rest of the UUA staff
as the strains of rock music escape from an upstairs window. You

are faced with the first crisis of Your young administration. What
will you do? :

: ..0f a youth 16 your staff in'a new 'rbl_g of Vice President for Youth
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These complementary articies are respectfully dedicated
to any and all who aspire for the position of President
of the UUA; currently running, contemplating-running,

or decided not to run. ‘

Captured photo at bottom of Liberation Forces, Un-Inc.

MEMORANDUM '

Subject: Use of the building on Saturday mornings.

Just to record another brief skirnish over the Gen-
eration line. Jan. 25th, Saturday 8:55 q.m. -- Libevg-
tion Forces assualted the headquarters position of Uni-
tarian Universalist Adulte, divieion of the cosmos.

Open fire began on the UU4 doorbell, no opposition was
encountered. Liberation Forces could have seriously
damaged the building, especially if they had been granted
the magic key to unlock the sodium trap chamber which .
would disengage the paused-puppet-laser-jonitor. Some
35 minutes later.the wind and sun took its toll on Lib-
eration Forces Commanders Quinn and Sewall, the latter
being a paid employee of Liberating Radical Youth. 10
minutes later Liberation Forces secumbed to the elements
and returned home. Due to lack of planning, a second
division of Liberation Forees assualt the main entravce
of enemy control wnder the direction of the infamous
Captain Ohio, who in his fantsy life is a mild manmered
editor of the Nameless Newsprint. ‘And as expected, still
no headquarters defensive forces were on duty. Due to
the great reputation Captain Ohio has earned in battle,
he displayed very little desire for continuing the_at-
tack on doorknobs, windmills, and the eardrums of sleep~
- ing executives in geneval. After a brief approach of-
fensive on Eliot House, and a quick survey to the UU4's
State House wall for possibilities of commando gcaling
should it be necessary, Laptain Ohio returmed to the
Ffront door steps for g last diteh try. at confrontation.
Much to his delight his effort was revarded by an un-
Knowing Fanitor, whereupon, Coptain Ohio proceeded to
rape the headguarters building by slashing priceless
§ paintings, Jamming IBM typewriters, and stealing butter
from executive refridgerators, TIn orgiastic delight, the
Captain returmed to his Ilaip, . ‘ o

‘reported by ghs 2 as told by Coptain Ohio

i3
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- Common+Sense Sex

Roriald M. A

If you enter an elevator and one of the ivory buttons reads "Reality", don't be

.

afraid to push it. The doors will open onto a book....Page one, Commonsense Sex..

Reading a book on sex has, until now, always been a "Potty Training Review".
And now?...Ronald M. Mazur has departed from the norm...if such attitudes of the
past are normal...indeed. - '

Simple words were never so well arranged.
"In order to cope with the problems caused by too many conflicting ideals, Commonsense
Sex enters the scene in the guise of everyday hints to adolescents., In truth, this
simple book is the basis for a better living standard of sexual people...everyone.

It seems that relationships between boys and girls have turned into running bat-
tles of ideas, mental-psychological torture...for both., In order to provide a work-
able solution, Mazur has first provided a workable atmosphere. A "Basis for Discus-
sion and Reappraisal".’..Commonsense Sex. Simple really, just commonsense.

Fine tuning on the right, volume on the left... 7
Adjust picture until clear...Page one, Commonsense Sex.

This ig not an answer to all the sex problems of the world...it's the question.
The clue to creating answers for yourself, not dictated cyphers. Without any doubt.
something remarkable and wonderful awaits those who venture onto the floor marked

aged refuse of the misguided minds of the past;

"Reality".' Life, free from the musty,
a chance to react and build a rewarding relationship with others.

-— George F. Gowen

Concerning Dissent and Civil Disobedience., Fortas-Signet Book&; Diso-
bedience, and Democracy., Zimn-Vintage Books.

Justice Abe Fortas sets out to distinguish what is "acceptable" and "un-
acceptable” behavior for activist and dissedent groups in late Sixties
America. He does a rather uncovincing job fofsupporting law and order,
at least fram a radical's point of view who I quess to which this book
is partially aimed, wandering fram oversimplification to generalization
all bound up in motherhood and democracy-free society -language in less
than an hour and a half's reading.

It appears the entire essay by Justice Fortas is tied to traditional be-
liefs about what is best for America. Dissent is to be maintained in the
"proper" channels for change, brought about through "respectable methods"
of dissent. Some allowances are provided for civil disobedience, though
he quickly respondes, "It is the states duty to arrest and punish those
who violate the laws designed to protect private safety and public order."
.. TIWS , Justice Fortas delivers the "American values" of the "liberal" Estab-
lishment; .the same group of men which led us.into Vietnam, it should be .

It is to the aforementioned "proper" views, that a certain sub~culture of our
American society knowns as radicals, take vehement objection. Professor Howard
Zinn articulates this objection to Supreme Court Justice Fortas, in attacking
those Establishment recamended methods for altering the shipwreck course of

our society. Going beyond merely undercutting "law and order" values, Zimn as-~
serts that they just cannot answer quickly enough, and with honesty, the ques-
tions posed by blacks and students in the current-great-American-dilema.  Zinn
states, "for the crisis of our time, the slow workings of American refomm, the o
limitations on protest and discbedience and innovation set by liberals like Jus-—
tice Fortas, are simple not adequate. We need devices which are powerful but
restrained, explosive but controlled: to resist the government's actions against
the lives and liberties of i¥s citizens; to pressure, even to shock the govern-
ment into change; to organize pecple to replace the holders of power, as one
round in the continuing cycle 6f political renewal which alone can prevent tyran-
ny." )

Quite simple, Zinn offers a book review of Fortas from a radical viewpoint, for

it is devoted to illuminating the nine fallacies concerning the rule of "law and
order" which Fortas does not catch sight of. He infers that the present strains
on the American system are so great, and the people rooted behind those disguiet-
ing causes so unwilling to stop shaking our society from Watts to the Pent@gon -
even in sight of token goverrmental reparation to minorities and majorities ( the
national voice on Vietnam.)- that those in power must come to terms unrelentingly
and unrepressively with the demands of dissedent groups; or further drive our
nation into stagnation and repression. In -ending his book, Zinn really spells:

out what saving ZAmerica will take: "It is very hard, “in the canfortable enviro-
ment of middle-class America, to discard the notion that everything will be better
if we don't have the disturbance of civil discbedience, if we confine ourselves to
voting, writing letters to our Congressmen, speaking our minds politely. But those
outside are not so camfortable. Most people in the world are hungry, have no dec—
ent place to sleep, no doctor when they are sick; and some are fleeing from at-
tacking airplanes. Somehow, we must transcend our own tight, air-conditioned cham~
bers and begin to feel their plight, their needs. It may became evident ;hgt , des-—
pite our wealth, we can have no real peace until they do. We might then Jjoin them-
in battering at the camplacency of those who guard a false "order", with that
healthy commotion that has always attended the growth of justice."

Since the real essence of this view has been stated by Professor Zinn, I turn now

to same more provocative statements found in Justice Fortas's book, which further
emphasize his stock traditional resolves. "In both the Negro and the youth rebel-

lions, the critical question is one of method, of procedure. The definitlon.of

ocbjectives and the selection of those which will triumph are of fundamental impor-— -
tance to the quality of our society, of ocur own lives, and of those of our descend-

ants. But the survival of our soclety as a free, open, democratic community, will
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be determined not so much by the specific points achieved by the Negroes and the
youth-generation as by the procedures —- the rules of conduct, the methods, the _
practices -- which survive the confrontation." I will hold to Justice Fortas' that
the tactics of confrontation as developed by radical students and Blacks have been
forged out of a sense of deep and lasting frustration in desperate attémpts at in-
stitutional change -- not for the sake of enraging the adults. To a radical, the
- focus is not on manners so much as on the most prowvcking methods of waking America
© up. If it takes police busting white, middle-class heads at the Democratic Conven-
.. tion to show what really goes on in the ghetto -- then America has received an ed-

- ucation. " These are the only rules of conduct which have been heard by the powers .
. that be in our soc:.ety It is merely a struggling for communication with the Es-
tablishment -- and in those initial stages, the ones with power weren't listening,
as is so arrogantly often the case. So, the natural result turns liberals into
. radicals, anti-draft work from dissent to re51stance, and exhausted colonist pleas

- to tea-tainted Boston Harbors.’

" In another quote, this one directly involving the Youth of the country, Justice For-
~tas tells it like it is. "The disaffection of youth is expressed by a great vari-
ety of activities, ranging fraom amusingly juvenile to formidable, threatening as- ,
¢ .saults upon the institutions of our society". Not formidable and threatening in the
- sense that the institutions are under severe attack and must at all costs, in the
name of well-oiled respectability, be preserved; rather, formidable and threatening
- as a harbinger of America's future if changes are not wrought. Think about it.
- Threatening the institution of white racism in our Scociety. Threatening the iniqui~
. ties of our present Selective Service System. Threatening the american corporation
-for polluting our air, land, and waterways. Threatening the oppressive mass-produc-
tion-for-technology educational systems. Threatening the American politician with
" the true meaning of Democracy; participatory democracy. Think about it, it is
- 'threatening, Mr. Supreme Court Justice. ,

-- Gregory Howard Sweigert

.A?‘kcf 'W/[te*é/[\er

Nom1nate'Lfor next year s-LRYfExecut1ve.Comm1ttee are:

-Pre smdent Wayne hrmason

Winnipeg, Manitoba

Paul Collier
Chicago, Illinois

- Viee President: Stuart Snow (withdrew later) L |
_ o . - - Houston, Texas ' ﬁﬁubaﬁé

' Secretary: - Lynn Chamberlain R - - Continantal Conference &0
: Erie, Pewnnsylvania ' B ‘ S T

- Treasurer: Bob Gray
" Montreal, Quebec

Scott Mutting ‘ T - _ _ L ,
Amherst, Massachusetts L : The LRY Newspaper is $700 in debt.

: o . The LRY Newspaper is $700 in debt.
Directors: Burt Cohen _ o . The LRY Newspaper is $700 in debt.
New York, New York _ S The LRY Newspaper is $700 in debt.
Tom qubs o - o ' 0K, comm1tted religious community, where
Naasville, Tennessee .~ are you? What armchair are you crouching
. - - ~ behind now? Did you like this issue?
Robbie Tsaaes. : Let us know then. True there's no sub-
Chicago, Illinois . scription blank included here. That's
) . - so you won't have to mess up the cover,
Liz Kuh o s .
Concord, Massachusetts ' A , ‘ Here's the scoop: special rates; this
issue only......
Laine Lunde i .
- 50 copies - $15.00  fastiobee of 4~£e Ry
Steve Woleott ‘ 75 copies - $20.00 +t 1
Denver, Colorado : _ - 100 copies - $25.00 - NEwﬁp&PQi’*! Hely
Mindy Voseeler We are absolutely depending on bulk orders
Niagara Falls, New York to pay for the printings costs of this dou-

_. o : - ble issue, as well as the $700.
No petitions have been received thus far. A run- :

down of petitionihg procedures and of applying ' Again : i.
_ cies A
for LRY committees will be included in the next - Thi% mbj Ve

issue of Nameless Newsprint. - GURGLE {count thpee)/ oy [éb‘{i
write LRY, 25 Beacon, for copies of the NomCom Report in entirety







	Nameless 1-7a
	Nameless 1-7b



